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ti SUCH An 4 ite 
ACCOUNT 
Of the following 0 


BOOK 


Sent with it to a 


As may ſerve inſtead of a 


$ to hive you think, | can 
| well, than Write well; I venture to 
ſend you the Account (as imperfe&t 
and unpoliſh'd as it is) that you 
are pleas d to command Of the laff 
Fours of Theodora. But I muſt 
our leave to accompany it Wi 


&'S fi this 


PREFACE 


| O convince you, Sir, how 
much more l am concern'd 
0 


- 
* 
— 
* 
* 


another Account (though but a ſhort 
ane) how I came to meddle with - 


The Preface. 
this Subject; and why what I pte- 
ſent you about it, is ſo much 
Maim'd, and has no more Unifor- 
mity. 


Having had occaſion many years 
ago to turn over a Martyrology, 
and ſome other Books, that related 
to the Sufferings of the Primitive 
Chriſtians ; I chanc'd to light on 
thoſe of a Virgin, who, though (to 
my wonder) ſhe was left unnam'd 
by the other Writers that men- 
tic nd her, ſeem'd plainly to be 
the ſame, that is by one of them 
expreſly call d Theodora: low, | 
Was not a little affected, at the 
reading offuch moving and uncom- 


mon adventures as hers : and find- | 
ing her ſtory to be related, by the 
Author that nam'd both her and 
her Lover, not only very ſuccinctly 
0 


and imperſectly, but very dull 
too; 1 found my ſelf tempted 


to enlarge this Story, as that it 
might be contriv'd into a ſome- 
What voluminous Romance : But 


upon 
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upon ſecond thoughts, it appeared 
incongruous to turn a Martyt into 
a Nymph or an Amazon: And I 
conſider d too, that (to omit what 


elſe might be objected againſt that 


ſort of Compoſares) as true Pearls 
are Cordials and Antidotes, which 
counterſeit ones, how fine ſoever 
they may appear, are not; ſo True 
Examples do arm and fortify the 
mind far more efficaciouſly, than 
Imaginary or Fictitious ones can do; 
and the fabulous labours of Hercu- 
les, and Exploits of Arthur of Bri- 
tain, will never make men aſpire 
to Heroick Vertue half ſo power- 
fully, as the real Examples of 
Courage and Gallantry afforded by 
Tonathin Cæſar, ot the Black Prince. 
But vet, thinking it great pity, 
that D ſhining a Vertue as Theodo- 


2 745 ſhould prove Exemplary, but 


to her own time, and to one City; 
and remembring, that ſoon after 
the Age which ſhe Ennodl'd, it 
Was couhted amon the Ptimitive | 
Chriſtians an a& of Picty, to build 
3 A 3 fair 
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fair Monuments, upon the formerly 
abject Graves of the Martyrs; to 
repay, by Honours done to their 
Memories, the Indignities and Diſ- 
graces they had ſuffer'd in their 
Perſons ; I thought fit to try, if! 
could reſcue from more unskilful 
Hands than even mine, a ſtory that 
abundantly delery'd to be well 
_ | | 


But upon further thoughts, I ſoon 
forefaw, that this Task was not 
more worthy to be undertaken, 
than it would prove difficult to be 
well perform d: For the Martyrolo- 
giſt having allow'd ſcarce one whole 
Page, to a Relation, that perhaps 
merited a Volum, had left ſo ma- 
ny Chaſms, and ſo many neceſſary 
things unmentioned, that I plainly 
perceiv d I wanted a far greater 
number of Circumſtances, than that 
de had ſupply d me with to make 
up ſo maim'd a ftory tolcrably 
compleat. And as the Relation 
deny d me matter enough to work 
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upon, ſo the nature of the Subject 
refus d moſt of thoſe Imbelliſhments 
> Which in other Themes, where 
young Gallants and fair Ladies are 
the chief Actors, are wont to ſup- 
ply the deficiences of the matter. 
Z Beſides, my task was not near ſo 
caſie as it would have been, if l 
had been only to recite the Intrigues 
of an Amour, with the liberty 
to feign ſurprizing adventures, 
to adorn the Hiſtorical part 
of the account, and to make a Lo- 
ver ſpeak as Paſlionately as | 
could, and his Miſtreſs as Kindly 
as the indulgenteſt Laws of decency 
would permit. But I was to intros 
duce a Chriſtian and pious Lover, 
who was to contain the expreſ- 
ſions of his Flame within the 
narrow bounds of his Religion; 
and a Virgin, who, being as mo- 
deſt and diſcreet as handſom, 
and as devout as either, was to 
2 own an high Eſteem for an ex- 
4 cellent Lover, and an uncommon 
; Gratitude to a tranſcendent Bene- 

| A 4 factor, 
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factor, without intrenching either 
upon her Vertue, or her Reſer- 
vedneſs, And I perceiv'd the dif- 
ficulty of my Task would be en- 
creasd, by that of Reconciling - 
Theodora's Scrupulouſneſs to the 
humours of {ome young Perſons 
of Quality of either Sex, who were 
earneſt to engage my Pen on this 
occaſion, and would expect that 
I ſhould make Theodora more kind, 
than 1 thought her great Piety 
and ſtrict Modeſty would permit. 
But for all this; the eſteem 1 had 
for the fair Myrtyrs Excellencies, 
and the compliance I had for thoſe 
that defir'd to receive an account 
of ſo rare a Perſons actions and 
Sufterings, made me reſolve to 
try what I could do. Which I 
adventur d upon with the lels 
Reluctancy, becauſe, though | e- 
ſteem d it a kind of Profaneneſs, 
to transform a piece of Martyrology 
into a Romance; yer 1 thought it 
allowable enough, where a Narra- 
tive was written ſo conciſely, 3 
e elir 
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left ſo unperſect, as that T had to 
* deſcant upon; to make ſuch ſup- 
* plements of Circumſtances, as were 
not improbable in the nature. of 
the ching, and were little leſs than 
* neceſlary' to the clearneſs and en- 
2 rireocls of the Story, and the de- 
cent connection of the parts it 
* ſhould conſiſt of. I ſuppos'd too, 
> that I needed not ſcruple, to lend 
= Speeches to the Perſons I brought 
upon the Stage, provided they were 
ſuitable to the Speakers, and Oc- 
caſions; ſince I was warranted by © 
the Examples of Zivy, Plutarch, 
and other Grave and Judicious 
$ Hiſtorians, who make no ſcruple 
to give us ſer Orations, of their 
own framing, and ſomerimes put 
them into the mouths of Generals - 
at the head of their Armies, juſt 
going to give Battel: though at ſuch - 
times the hurry and diſtraction that 
boch they and their Auditors muſt 
be in, mult make it very unlikely, 
either that they ſhould make ela- 
borate Spteches, or their Hearecs 
1 Ag mind 
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mind and remember them well 
enough to repeat them to the Hi- 
| Norians. 


Encourag' d by theſe Liberties, 
which I thought I might juſtly 
allow my ſelf: I drew up, as well 
as I could, what you have been 
told I wrote about Theodora, This I 
thought fit to divide into two parts; 
in the firſt whereof (which was 
leſs remote from being Romantick) 
I gave ſomewhat at large the Chara- 
Cers of them both. mention d 
the riſe and progreſs of Didymus s 


Love; the degeneracy of the then } 


_Chriſtians, which provok'd Divine 
Providence, to expoſe them to a 
very Bloody Perſecution! I de- 
clar d, how Theodora being involy'd 
in it, was brought before the 
Prefident of Antioch ; how ſhe re- 
ſolutely own'd her Religion before 
bim, anſwerd His Arguments, 
_ and reſiſted both his Promiſes, and 
his Menaces ; how thereupon the 
Judge deomd her either to Sacra- 


ficc, 
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fice, or to be proſtituted in the 
publick Stews. How fhe, after 
2 ancager Debate in her own mind, 
= refuſing to offer ſacrifice, was (not- 
2 withſtanding her ſilence) led away 
to the infamous place; how being 
* ſhut up there alone in a Room, 
> ſhe employ'd the little time, that 
Was granted her to conſider whe- 
ther the would yet burn Incenſe. 
to the Roman Idols, in feryent- 
Prayer to the true God, for a re- 
cue of her Purity, not her Life; 
in order whereunto, ſhe deſign d 
and hop'd by Reſiſtance and Con- 
tumelies to provoke her firſt Aſſai- 
lant, to become her Murderer, ra- 
ther than her Raviſher. "IM 


® Theſe were the chief Contents 
of the firſt Book, Thoſe of the ſe- 
3 cond, were more Hiſtorical ; and 
2 conſiſted of an account of rhe laſt: - 
hours of her Life, and particular- 
ly of choſe Sufferings that ended 
in her and Dzd4ymus's glorious Mar- 
tyrdom. This piece having been 
1 perus'd 
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I wrote: it; was fo fortunate, that 
ithaving, without my leave, been 
venturd into ſeveral hands, as a 
Book of a nameleſs and unknown 
Author, it was lucky enough to 
be, by ſome indulgent Readers, 
attributed to One, and by ſome to 
Another, of the two Perſons, that 
were at that time counted the 
# beſt writers of diſguisd Hiſtories. 
But among the many Hands it 
paſs d through, it ſeems it fell in- 
to _ ſome, out of which a great 
part of the looſe ſheets ( which 
were not 'bound in a Book, but 


only-" rack d together) were not 


# 
* 
* 


perus d by thoſe for whoſe ſake 


to be retriev d: whether it were 


by the negligence, or the contempt, 
that ſome had of ſo unpoliſhd a 
Work; or whether there were 
fome fatality in the Buſineſs, that 
Theodoras Sufferings ſhould outlive 


her, and her Story be as ill us'd 


az her Perſon had been. This loſs 5 
lit it can deſerie that name) I did 
not much regret Since I intend- 
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ed not to make the loſt Papers 
publick, and had receiv'd much 
greater approbation and thanks 
than they merited, from the par- 
ticular Perſons they were deſign d 
for. But after | had for many 
years worn out, not only the ſenſe, 
but the memory of this loſs : It 
was made more troubleſom to me; 
than ever it was at firſt, by the 
earneſt ſolicitations of ſome emi- 
nent Perſons,that had a great power 
over me, and {ome of them the 
repute of great Judges of this 
kind of Compoſures. For having 


& ſeen (ſeveral Sheets, that I acciden- 


tally lighted on, in tumbling over 
{ome long neglected Papers ; they 
oblig d me to cauſe thoſe old rude 
ſheets to be tranſcrib'd. And tho 
almoſt all the firſt Book was want- 
ing (upon which account, I could 
not be remov'd from my Reſolu- 
tion not to trouble my ſelf about 
it) yet there was ſo much of the 
Second Book, but in parts no 
way Coherent, little by little re- 

| rriey'd, 
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triey'd, that a pretence was affor- 
ded to preſs me to repair thole 
Breaches, and reſtore out of my 
memory, or otherwiſe, a piece, 
which they would needs perſwade 
me might do ſome good, by ren- 
dring Vertue Amiable, and recom- 
mending Picty to a ſort of Rea- 
ders, that are much more affect- 
ed by ſhining Examples, and pa- 
thetical Expreſſions, than by 
ory Precepts, and grave Diſcour - 
1 


1 


often and advantagiouſly, and repre- 


ſented her Lovers Paſſion more 


Pathetically, than the ſubject of 
the ſtory exacted, and the truth 
requird in Hiſtory would war- 
rant : I ſhall not altogether deny 
the charge: Being rather content 
to have jt thought, that a yourh- 
ful and heated fancy tran{ported 


my Pen, ſomewhat beyond the 
$112 narrow 


If ſome of your more ſcrupulous 
Friends ſhall object, that 1 have 
mention d Theodora's Beauty more 


+ 
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narrow. bounds of Hiſtory, than 
that ſo Pious a perion as Dzdy- 
mus did not keep both his Flame, 
and the Exp-eilions of it, within 
the limits of Reaſon and Religion. 
But though ] pretend not to juſtifie, 
I all that has been faid in the ſtrain 


of an Encomiaſt, or a Lover, yet 


I hop'd that I may much Extenu- 
ate, if not Excuſe it, by repreſent- 
ing ſuch things as theſe. 


That I have been careful, that 
2 Theodora ſhould not be made to 
do, or (ay, any thing, that, the 
great Obligations ſhe had to her 
9 on conſider d, do intrench ei- 
ther upon her Piety, or her Ver- 
tue, or ſo much as upon her Re- 
fſerv dneſs. 


That as for Didymus; might 
ſay, that probably he thought, 


thole Celebrations that would have 


been Flattery to another Lady, 
were but Juſtice to a Perſon ſo 
# Extraordinary, and ſo accompliſh d 
1 | as 


T be preface ; 


as his Miſtcets and that he : thoup hr 
it allowable, nor to ſuppreſs che 


chaſt effects of a Paſlion, that 


has not only been incident to He- 
roes, but perhaps "help'd to make 
them ſuch. But I will rather ſay, 
that thoſe only are like to find 
much fault with his Expreſſions, 
who conſider not how free they 
are from any degre of Prophane- 
neſs or Immodeſty : And who are 
not accuſtomed to the reading 
of Stories, where Lovers are in- 
froduc'd, and made to Praiſe and 
Complement in a far more Bold 
and Romantick way, than I al- 
lowed my felf in the following 
Paper. In which, all rhe Defe- 
fence wherewith rene as well as 
Didymus treat Theodora may be 
ed for by this; That 1 
remember'd to have, in ſome 
Author or other, found Mention 
made of a Perſon about Diocleſi- 
ans time, Whom l took for our 


Martyr, that was intimated to be 


of high Quality, if not a Princeſs, 
which 
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which Title I had without ſcruple 
given Her, If I had been half as 
ſure that ſhe Was a Princeſs, as 
that ſhe Deſerv'd to be One. | 


That perhaps I was not unwilling, 
both to ſhew che Perſons I wrote 
2 for, that One might have glitter- 
ing Ideas of Beauty, without be- 
ing dazl'd by them: and allo to 
* convince them, that high Comple- 
ments and pallionate Expreſſions, are 
no certain Marks of His being really 

Smitten (to ſpeak in a Lovers 
Phraſe) that can Imploy them; 
ſince l retain d my wonted freedom 
of mind, while | was Writing; and 
EZ preſented them by the mouth of 
Didymus, but what Fancy, not Paſſi- 
Jon indircd. 11214 


And laſtly, | was induc'd to al- 
low my ſelf a more faſhionable 
Stile, than would perhaps be ſuit-" 
able to a meer Sermon, or Book f 


Divinity, becauſe I fear'd, that the 


2 Youthful Perſons of Quality of both 
; Sexes, 
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Sexes, that I was chiefly to regard, 
Vwould ſcarce be ſufficiently affect- 

ed by unfortunate Vertue, if the 
inter weaving of paſſages relating to 


Beauty and Love, did not help 
to make the Tragical ſtory, Delight- 


ful, and the Excellent Sufferers Pie- 
ty, Amiable. 20 


If it be objected, that in ſome 


of the diſcouries of the two Mar- 
tyrs, there are Paſſages that argue 


more Knowledge, than is likely to 
have been found in Lay Perſons no 
Elder than they. 1 anſwer, that 
ſuch Diſcourſes indeed were ſome- 
what ſtrange, if they were aſcrib'd 
to a young Gallant, and a younger 
Lady, of Our degenerate Times; 
wherein ſo many Perſons of that 
ſort, make Diverſion their grand 
Buſineſs ; and, having as little Lei- 
ſure as Concern to mind any thing, 
but their Pleaſures and petty In- 
tereſts, think ic cheir Priviledge to 
know litrle of Religion, and leave 
to meaner People the ſtudy of 
255 | things 
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Ithings Serious and Uſeful. But, 
though among this ſort of Perſons, i 
were ſo difficult to find many that 
would Emulate ſuch Knowledge 
Land Vertue as ſhin'd in Theodora, 

hat I fear they would not ſo much 
Fas believe them; y among better 
qualify d Judges, the lately pro- 
pos d obj -Qion will be of no great 

force, if it be conſidet d that Di- 

Aymus and Theodora livd in the 

Primitive and devout times of 
the Church, and in the Roman Em- 
pire, when the Chriſtian Religion 
3 was as diligently Taught by Excel- 
& lent Divines, as frequently Op- 

pos d by Arguments, and violently 

aſſaulted by Perſecutions. Upon 
which ſceres, the zealous Candi- 
dates of Martyrdom,many of which 
obtain d the Crown of it, even in 
their greener Age, were early and 
skilfully inſtructed in the trutlis 
I of their own Religion, and fur- . 
2 niſh'd with good Arguments, both 
to Defend it, and Conſute the Er- 
I roncous Opinions and Impious Wor- 
ſhips 
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ſhips of their Heathen Adverla. 


ries. Nor is it any wonder, that 


they ſhould think, That Religion 
worth Studying, chat they thought 
worth Dying for. I will not here 
examine, whether the Ignorance | 
wont to be imputed ro Women, 


be Their fault, or that of their Ac- 

cuſers, and whether it is any na- 
tural want of Capacity, or rather 
want of Inſtruction, that keeps 


moſt of them from Knowledge, 


though This regards not Sexes. But 


without inquixy, whether it be 
not our Intereſt, or our Envy, that 


Makes Women whar we ate wont 
to decry them for Being; | ſhall 
not ſcruple to own, that 1 have 
ſometimes had the honour to con- 
_— with Ladies; that convincd 
"Thar, to attain to a great 
Proficiency in Knowledge, tis not 
neceffary to be a Doctor of Divi- 
nity, or ſo much as a Man, ſince 
they diſcouts d of Divine 924 
with no leſs Wit than Piet y. And 
o return to our Martyr, if we 
may 
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may judge by the Effects, we may 
- © reaſonably ſuppoſe, that our Vir- 
t gins Parents not only thought it 


t 

1 | their Duty, but took much Plea- 
t ſure, ro Cultivate ſo excellent and 
8 
c 


promiſing a Subject as their fair 
Daughter. Since great advanta- 
„ ges of Nature and general Grace 
- & ſhould rather Invite, than Excuſe, 
-. 7 Improvements, by Education; as 
r Þ even the Garden of Eden, though 
s an admirably fertile Soil, and plan- 
„ ted by God's own Hands, was 
not ſo left to it ſelf, but that Adam 
was appointed to dreſs it, and to 
keep it. And if the Diſcourſes of 
our Martyrs are ſometimes leſs 
ſhort than they might have been 
made; | hope it may be ſqme ex- 
cuſe, that I was not unwilling, co 
lay hold now and then of the, Ri- 
les afforded me by ſome occaſi- 
ons, to ſhew, that Romantick Sub- 
jects are not, as too many Perſons 
of Quality think them, the Ouly 
ones, that may be treated of in a 
Gentleman: like ſtile; and that even 
| 155 ſome 
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ted Others to caſt him (and that ha - 
ving firſt bound him) | muſt leave 


Lou to judge, 


"cls « bed, Sir, that, if the 
following Piece had been written 


by One, that I were fond of Cen- 


ſuring, I could my ſelf find enough 
in it to Criticize upon; and 


ſhould object againſt it, beſides 
the want of Uaiformity through- 


oultfyThar if judg d of by the ſtrict 
Rules of Art, it ought to paſs for 


an Irregular Piece. And there- 
_ fore I ſhall not wonder, if Nicer 


VB A Criticks, and more vers'd in Ex- 
4 3 l quiſite Compoſures than I pretend 
* 70 be, ſhall find fault with this 


Artleſs one of mine. But the re- 
ception that the following Papers 
met with, from the Perſons for 
whom they were chiefly written, 
affords me the Conſolation deri- 


vable from the ingenious ſaying 
of that excellent Wit, who de- 
clar'd, He had rather the Diſbes 
+2 9:06 — IP fer ye 
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_ caſt Himſelf into the Sea, yet ſolici- 
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ſerv d lup atr his Treat, fſpould pleaſe 
the Gueſts, than the Cooks . And I 
might ſay too, that ſome of the 
Paſſages that may meet with 
Cenſura, would perhaps eſcape it; 
if in writing this Book many 
years ago, | had not had ſome 
Aims, that I then thought more 
fir to be Purſu'd, than | now do 
to be Declard. Yer I will not 
here diſſemble, that I know it may 
be thought by ſome, that this 
Paper thould have conſiſted leſs 
of Converſations, and more of 
| Narratives. But I choſe the way 
of Writing | have employ'd, part- 
ly becauſe the Authors I met with 
furniſnd me with ſo very few 
matters of Fact, that if I would 
have confin d my ſelf to Relati- 
ons; I muſt have compriz'd this 


piece in a very few Pagcs, and 
have finiſh'd it preſ:ntly after 1 


had begun it: And parti too, (and 
indecd much more) becaule (as 
| lately began to intimate) my 
chief deſign was not ſo much, to 

B perform 
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perform the Office of a meer Hif- 
torian, as to take Riſes from the 
- ſeveral Circumſtances I ſhould 


relate, to convey unperceivedly, in · 
to the minds of thoſe young Per- 


ſons of Quality for whom I wrote, 
Sentiments of true Piety and Ver- 
tue. And theſe | thought would 
not ſo happily gain admittance and 


entertainment, if they were pre- 


ſented inaScholar like-Diſcourle,or 
aprofeſs'dBook of devotion, aswhen 
they were taken, not from common 
places but from the Nature of the 
Things and Perſons Introduc'd;and 
withourformalityInſtill'd by theoc- 
caſional diſcourſes of a youngGen- 
tleman and fairLady,for whom the 
Beauty andthe Merit aſcrib'd to the 
Speakers, had given the Hearers a 
great Eſteem and Kindneſs. And 1 
thall not ſcruple ro own, that l, 
who value time above moſt other 
things, did not think it worth the 


expence of mine, to give my ſelf 


the trouble of Writing aBook,only 
to give others a Divertiſement in 
Reading 


Reading ir. And whilſt I was 
1 . with ſuch Excellent 
Company, as our noble Martyrs, 
and Mcditating on ſuch Serious 
Subjects, as are Death, and the 

Worth of that Heavenly Religion 
for whoſe ſake They deſpis d It; 
1 found my ſelf Incited, and 
thought my ſelf Oblig'd, to aim 
leis at the Pleaſing of ſome few 

Nice Exactors of Regularity, than 
to Poſſeſs many Readers with high 
and noble Sentiments of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and the ſublime 
Dictates of it; and thereby both 
Elevate their minds to a generous 
Contempt of all they can lofeand 
ſüuffer for it, and Fill them with 
bright Ideas of Heroick Vertue, 
and of the much brighter Glories 
that will Crown it. By ſuch Re- 
flections, I was induc'd not to 

W omic ſome Paſlages that ſeem'd 
likely to further the main Ends I 
Ep urſu'd,though I forclaw, that per- 
Maps ſome rigid Judges would ſay, 
hat they might have been ſpar d. 

D 2 x: For 
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For u I writ not a Romance, 
wherein Authors are wont to aim 
no higher, than to Delight the De- 

licate Readers, and Eſcape theCriti- 
cal ones, by making their Com- 
poſures Diverting and Regular; 

Jo preſum'd that to employ a 
more Uſeful, though leſs Faſhio- 
nable way of Writing, was al- 

lowable for Me, who ought to en- 

deavour in ſuch a piece as This, ra- 


tue, than Models of Skill or Elo- 
quence;zand to think it more Suc- 
ceſsful, if the Readers ſhall upon 
peruſing it, Imitate our excellent 


| Martyrs Piety, than if they ſhould 
only Applaud their Hiſtory. Which 
both as to Stile and Reaſonings, is 


—_ , 
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 DIDYMUS 


C HA P. J. | 
| Tos it may ſeem pill-natar'd to 


leave the Chaft Theodora in fo de- 
plorable a Condition, yet it B 


requiſite to do ſo for a while, that we Ke 


may learn what was attempted to relaye 
her out of it. | 


It is not to be doubted, but that Ds, 
mus was not long kept a ſtranger to t 5 
bar barous uſage ſhe had ſuffered. That 
of fo illuſtrious a Lady could no t but 
make a great noiſe, and reach a multi 


tude of ears; and eſpecially thoſe; of ſo 
concern'd a Perſon as Diaymus 


wounds of Lovers tender hearts, giving 
B ey 1 them 


* 


ot the Guards, that were placed about 
tte infamous Houſe, to which Theodora 
as condemned: Who having been his 


* 
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them oftentimes ſecret Preſages of ap- 


/ 


proaching misfortunes relating to their 
Love: As many other wounded men have 
the unhappy Priviledge of being able, by 
feeling of pain, to diſcern ſuch approaches 
of ill weather, as affect not unhurt men, 
Didymus therefore being quickly too 
much aſcertain'd of the unwelcome News 


b of the diſtreſs of his fair Miſtreſs, was too 
generous a Lover to deliberate, whether” 
be ſhould expoſe his life for her reſcue : 
His deliberation being only about the 


means, how to make ſo difficult an at- 
tempt a proſperous one. In order to this, 
he happily finds out one of the Officers 


fellow Soldier in the Roman Armies; he 
boped would either for the ſake of Ver- 
Ewe or of Diaymus, be prevail'd with to 


= 
- 
— . 


Further ſo handſom a Deſign as his. 


E _ Wherefore addreſſing himſelf to this 
Commander, with a very obliging and 


yet civil Freedom: Generous Septimius, 


ſays he, I cannet but look upon it as one 
bf the chief advantages I have obtain'd by 
vVenturigg my Lite in the Roman 3 
F that I had the happineſs to be e | 


S with you there, and to be. a ſpectator of ; 


Ew * * 
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your Gallantry ; which did not only theny 
raiſe me to adefire of imitating it, but al- 
lows me now to own a requelt to you,that 
none but a gallant Perſon ought to be en- 
truſted with, or would eaſily grant. Ge- 
nerous Didymus, replies the Roman, 
When J accompanied you in following 
our propitious Eagles, I fonnd fo great 
a contentment in your acquaintance, and 
ſo ſtrong a ſpur to Glory, in your exam- 
ples, that I look'd upon the advantage 
of having been your fellow Soldier, as 
preferable to the honour of Leading the 
moſt numerous Troops I may at any time 
Command. And! ſhall think all the ha- 
zards I then expos'd my ſelf to, abundant- 
ly rewarded, it any power they have pro- 
cured me, may enable me to do you 
ſervice. Tell me then frankly, in what 
caſe, and after what manner, you would 
have it employ'd for you; and as I af- 
ſure my ſelf, that ſo vertuous a Friend as 
Didym us, will deſire nothing but what is 
juſt, fo he may aſſure himſelf, not to be 
retus'd any ſervice, that is but Dange- 

rous. 

Our Lover embolden'd by ſo encoura- 


ging a declaration, firſt made him a ver 


grateful Acknowledgment for it, and then 
proceeded to fay, If you have ever had 
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thehappineſs to he acquainted with Theo- 
Aera, or ſo much as to have ſeen her, 
would be needleſs, as well as improper, 
. or me to offer at giving you a Character 
br her, which you muſt needs think in- 
aoous to her. But if you have not, the 
i mortneſs of the time will only permit me 
4 to aſſure you, that not only ſhe has given 
me thoſe-Sentiments of her Excellencies, 
that I never had, nor-ever thought my 
Felf capable of having, for any of her Sex; 
but that in other Perſons ſtrangely in- 
diſpos'd to admit ſuch impreſſions, ſhe 
has often excited ſuch wonder and ſuch 
flames, as very rarely have been produced 
in other men, and perhaps, more rarely 
been merited by other women. — Ee 
This admirable Perſon, for exerciſin 


ble Conſtancy, to her Religion, and re- 
fuſing to Sacrifice to Venus Flora, and 
"tome other of thoſe Deities, whom her 
Perfections might, though her Religion Uid 
not, exempt Nom adoring ; is by your 
*Favage Preſident condemn'd to be expos'd 
do the publick Luſt: And a Party of thoſe 
gallant Roman Soldiers, that uſe to be ſo 
-glorioully led on by you to wir Zattels, 
- *conquer Kingdoms, and enlarge at once 
- the Fame and Limits of the Empire, are 


BS 1. | pow 


E among other vertues, that of an invinci- 
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now emplcy'd to captivate innocent Vir- 
gins, aud defend their brutiſh Raviſhers. 
You may eaſily gueſs by this, continues 


he, that my requeſt is like. to prove an 


earneſt one; that you would pleaſe to 


treat with ſome of thoſe ſoldiers of yours, 
in whom you think you have the greateſt 
Intereſt, and diſpoſe them to aſſiſt me in 
reſcuing Theodora out of ſo infamous a 


Priſon, and accept from me greater recom- 


pences for doing a kandſom action, than 
they can exped from the Preſident, for 


doing a barbarous one; Thope I need not 
tell you, in the haſt this affair requires, 


that all poſſible care will be taken to keep 


you from being endanger'd by Theodora's - 


deliverance, nor will I add how unex- 


preſſible an Obligation you will lay on me, ; 
to heighten my gratitude to ſome pro- 


portion to your Favours; becauſe I know © 


it muſt neceſlarily fall ſhort of them, and 


are due to a perſon that loves to do gal- 
lant Actions for their own fake, and had 


rather have great debts of gratitude, re- 
main due to him, than paid to bim; 


wherefore I ſhall only mind you, that the 
time is ſo ſhort, that it your aſſiſtance he 
not as quick as obliging, I fear twill be 
as ineffectual. I ſhall quicken. you onlyby 


aJuring you, that when you act for the 


B 5 accompliſſd 
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_accompliſh'd Tera, you act for a per- 
ſon that has a Ri so all that Beauty and 
Vertue can give olle a Title to. 

With the ſame freedom, replies Sep- 
ti mius, With which you have own'd to me 
pour Religion, Ideclare to you, that mine 
W- isthat of my Country, and my Anteſtors; 
= and that 1 worſhip thoſe propitious 
Deities, thathave made the Romans the 
*Coniquerors” of the World, and re- 
warged thoſe t adored them with an 
Univerſal Mofgafchy ;, but though 1 ex- 
-<edingly approve fo triumphant a Reli 
Zion, yet I confeſs to you, that I do not 
like the ways that the Preſident takes to 
E propagate it: ſuch cruel methods being 
Apt to make the world ſuſpect, that our 
E Heft Argument is Force: And whilſt the 
Perſecutors think it a glorious thing to ſee 
© the Temples fill'd at any rate; I had rather 
fſtee in them fewer but ſincere V otaries, than 
© have them throng'd with ſuch puſillani- 
mous Diemblers, as would not come in, 
unleſs they were Scar'd in, thither. And, 
"though Terrors and Torments work 
ſometimes upoa the We ker ſort of Chri- 
"ftzars, yet the more reſolute do ſo often 
«deſpiſe them, that our Perſecutions con- 
vert got choſe unhappy Perſons, but fre- 
queatly ſtagger many of our own; and ;I 


of Theodora. 7 
confeſs freely to you, Didymus, that all the | 
Chriftians Arguments work leſs with me, 


than our in humane manner of coafuting 
them. But I do not only diſapprove,but 


deteſt, this infamous Practice of our Pre- 


ſident; which makes him looſe not the 
reſpect only and the pitty, but the common 
Humanity we owe to Women, and think 
to do the Goddeſſes a ſervice, by disfigu- 


ring their faireſt Images here below, with 


the moſt ſhameful of Blemiſhes. I cannot 
bring my ſelf to imagine, that ſuch gentle 


Deities, can like ſuch barbarous Wor- 


ſhippers, who not only immolate to them 
the lives of men, but what is far more 
precious, the Vertue and Honour of 
Women; for if I could believe they like 
ſuch Sacrifices, I ſhould think them un- 
worthy any Sicrifices at all. You will 
_ eaſily therefore Didynus, credit me, that 
Iwas abſent when my ſoldiers were put by 
the infoleat Judge, upon ſo mean an 
employment. He durſt not have offered 
to have obtruded it upon them, had Ibeen 
there; or it he had, I had dared to uſe 
him as his inſolence had deſerved. But 
without looſing time in paſſionate Expo- 
ſtulations, about things made remedileſs, 
by being paſt, let us ſpeedily apply our 
ſelves to the reſcue of Theodora. For, 
= though 
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Tough have heard ſtrange things of her, 
and ſuch as made me think Fame a great 
Flatterer, if not a frontleſs Liar, yet I be- 
lieve the Reports about Theodora, as I 

believe the Delphick Oracles, now that I 
find fo undeniable a Teſtimony of her 
merit, as her being your Miſtreſs. I will 
therefore without "delay, prepare ſome 
Soldiers to aſſiſt you in her Reſcue, and I 
cannot. doubt the ſucceſs in an attempt 
made to ſerve a diſtreſt Beauty, and a 
E generous Friend. If there be occaſion, you 
need not doubt of my more openly ap- 
= ing tor you. For how highly ſoever 


h an action may provoke the Preſident, 
or even the Emperour, I hope to let you 
Fee, that you have truſted a Roman, a 

-perſon' that had rather be the object, than 
© - theminiſter of their Cruelties, and would 
not beacceſlary to ſuch a-miſemploymeat. 
> of Abſolute Power, to be made a Sharer 
init. 
As ſoon as Septimius had ended theſe 
words, he did; to prevent thoſe acknow- 
ledgments he ſaw Didymus was about to 
make him; take that gallant Youth by the 


hand; and leading him towards the place, 


Where he expect d to find the Soldiers he 


moſt confided in, he entertain'd him ix 


dhe {way about the hopeſulleſt ee 


wh. 85 
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for the Compaſſing of his admirable 
Miſt reſſes Reſcue. And having afterwards 
ſent for the two perſons, he thought like- 
lieſt to be prevail'd on, to a convenient 
place, near to that to which they had 
brought Theodora; he briefly, but pathe- 
tically, declaring to them, how much the 
brave Didymus was his friend, and how 
much he-deſfery*d to be ſo, enftam'd them 
with an indignation at the ſavage Preſi- 
dents diſgracing them, by ſo infamous 
an employment, as they were now about; 
and then aſſur'd them of rewards from 
Didymus, ſuitable to the liberality of ſo 
generous a Perſon : After withdrawing 
himſelf, to give Didymus a ſhort account, 
how far he had proceeded, he left the reſt 
to be compleated by him; who prompted- 
by his native liberality, and his hight 
concern,. did not ſtay to cheapen his 
Miſtreſles Liberty, but with the haſty . 
Paſſion of a Lover, proffer'd them. more 
than even Sepr:mins's promiſes gave them 
reaſon to expect: Nor would he have 
declin'd to embrace any Articles of A- 
greement, they could have propos'd, 
though the parting with his Lite had been 
one Theodoras's Deliverance were ano- 
ther. | . 
The ſence thoſe ſoldiers had of the 
er affron 
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affront put on them, by the Preſident, 
joyn'd with the Ambition they had to 
pleaſe their lov'd Commander, and the 
gratitude his friends profus'd Bounty had 
newly oblig'd them -to ; made them 
quickly accommodate Didymus with a 


military Habit, and prepare ſome of their 


Comrades to allow him the firſt admit- 


tanceinto her Chamber; partly by ſharing: 


ſome of the newly receiv'd Preſents a- 
mong them, and probably by repreſenting 


him to them, when thus prepar'd as a 


erſon who having been paſſionately in 
; 8k with Theozora, and been ſcornfully 
lighted by her, was deſirous at any rate, 
to fatisfie at once his appetite and his 

revenge. And by this means, before that 
ſhort time was expir'd, that had been as 
an Act of Grace, allow d the diſconſolate 
Virgin, to deliberate whether ſhe would 
yetcomply with the judge; an entrance into 
her Chamber was permitted to her Lover; 
who (in order not only to his preſent but 
further Delign) had purpoſely cloſed the 
vixor of his Helmet; upon which ſcore, 
not being knowable by his fair Miſtreſs, 
he met with from her the reception we 
have formerly related. < HAH 
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Hough, in the ſad Condition wherein 
our diſguis d Lover, found his deſo- 
late Miſtreſs, her ſorrow and her fears, 
did ſomewhat cloud her Beauty, yet they 
could not hinder her looks from being fo 
charming and Majeſtick, as to create leſs 
pitty chan reſpect. Wherefore with ge- 
ſtures, wherein this was as viſible as he 
could make it, he told her, without ap- 
proaching too near; Do not, Madam, 1 
beſeech you, add to your other troubles, _ 
the apprehenſion, that becanſe appear 
in the circumſtances ofa Raviſher, I come | 
to commit a Rape: Theogora is ſo great 
an ornament to the Chriſtian Religion, 
and her Purity is aggatnament ſo dear to 
Theodora, that = will 995 permit, 
either that Antioch Mould be rob'd of one, 
or ſne of the other. And therefore, that 
Providence which you have ſo generouſly 
truſted, has ſent me to your reſcue, which 
after the care I have taken to diſpoſe 
things without doors, 'twill not be 
difficult to compaſs, if you pleaſe to make 
uʒſe of the Military Habit I have brought. 
| hither, diſguiſe and convey: your ſelf 
hence. Nor neeg,you be ſolicitous, what 
het become of fe, for I am un er W 


ſame 
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fame care of the ſame Providence, that” 
no juſtifies your reliance on it, by pro- 
Fa Yiding for your eſcape : And I that found 
means to come in hither, may be ſuccesful 
in attempting a Retreat, or if I ſhould no 
ſucceed in it, I ſhall not miſs the joy 
paying my Duty, where I had the ma 
=. Cdefire and cauſe to do it; and ſhall leave 
the world with the ſatisfaction of naving 
highly oblig'd it, by the preſervation of 
the moſt accompliſh'd Perſon in it. And 
4 Madam (continues Didymzs ) that you 
may not doubt the willingneſs or the in- 
- tentions wherewith this offer is made 
Fob, be pleas'd to know that it comes 
from the now fortunate Diqhmus, who 
jaſtly thinks that ig aſpiring to your ac- 


81 ceptance of it, he leſs proffer a ſer- 
that will not on- 


9 al 
ecomp e, but a high Ob- 


22 vice, 
ly 0 a 
ligation. 
| The name of Diaymus, aud Diſcourſe 
ſo ſuitable to it, made by him that aſ- 
fum'd it, ſoon diſlipated the diſmal ap- 

prehenfions his habit, and her 'circum- 
Fares had given her: 'She knew ſo well 
Inis Courage, his Vertue, and his Love, 
ids unlawful oamnean, was to be 
Spe; but the boldeſt WW vit they we 
Unt juſtly de 
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expected, from him: So that this attempt 
did perhaps as much oblige her, as it 
Ces her. Wherefore, as ſoon as ſhe had 
recompo sd her lately diſorder@thoughts 
ſhe told him, with looks ſerene enough to 
let him ſee how much ſhe truſted him; 
This action, generous Didymns, is of a 
nature ſo extraordinary, that my ingrati- 
tude would he ſo too, if my ſenſe of it 
were not. To own and reſcue a perfe-. 
euted and affronted Maid, and to do it 
with more hazard than you need run: in 
the Roman Armies, to purchaſe: Fame 
and Honours, in an action fo diſintereſſed, 
and ſo unexampled, that I want words 
to celebrate it, as well as merit to deſerve 
it, and power to requite it. But l admire 
ſo rare an effect of Vertue, (continues 
ſhe) can conſent to the@eſtruction: of itz 
Author. No, Generous Didymns, tis 
enough that the vertues of Chriſtians be 
treated as crimes by the Romans: They 
muſt not meet the like uſage from The- 
dora; ſhe mult not purchaſe a life, that 
ſhe values as little her ſelf as others have 
cauſe to do, at ſo high a rate, as yout 
partial Charity — you to ſet apo 
it. For even th hat do now molt pit %. 
me would re. the preſervation. f 
wy life, if it thoul TE that 4 a. Heragg 
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Epc if 1 ſhould defi nedly be ac- 
ry to ſo great a Loſs: Which ac- 
= companied with a publick Indignation, 
and my own Reproches for my Ingrati- 
tude, would certainly make that Life a 
burden to me, that at ſo dear a rate you 
would preſerve as a Bleſſing. But —— 
Here Theodora was going to proceed, 
when her griev'd Lover, fearing that if 
fhe did fo, ſhe might make ſome Declara- 
ration unfavourable to his Wiſhes, thought 
fit to endeavour to prevent it, by ſaying 
to her with a profound reſpect. Ah, 
Madam, do not make your miſtaking 
Compaſſion more cruel to me, then the 
| ſeverity of the Romans themſelves, which 
we Chriftians jultly Tax, can poſſibly be. 
For they will but in a few moments take 
away that Lite, which you would at once 
protract and render Miſerable. Do not, I I 
beſeech yon, Madam, (continues by 4 
think my ſervices Meritorious, becan 43 
they are paid you in this place, and in 
pour Perſecuted Condition. No, Madam, 
Theodora has Prerogatives enough, to 
make many leſs unworthy (though not 
more zealous) than I, ambitious to, ſexve 
her, in what Circumſtances ſoever Provi- 
dence ſpall think fit to place her. What- 
ever the Romans, that worſhip . 
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and Victory as Goddeſſes, and find their 
- Proſperity the powerfulleſt Argument to 

ſupport and ſpread their Religion, may 
think ofSufferings embraC'd forConſcience 
ſake: ſure we Chriſtians, that adore a 
Crucified Saviour, who, as he rook upon 
him the form of a Servant, was put to 
Death between two Thieves, as a, Slave 
and a Malefactor too; ought not to let 


any Perſecutions, or indie leſſen 
our Veneration or Concern forthoſe that 


chuſe to Suffer tor him, and imitate as 
well as own him, whatever it coſt them. 
Nor, Madam (purſues Diaymus) needs 
your having been brought to this place, 
make you think your ſelf at all diſho- 


nour'd, in the Opinions of thoſe that can 


make juſt Eſtimates of things. They look 


on Sufferers for truth with His unde- - 


ceiveable Eyes, that, by one of the Pen- 
men he inſpir'd, having mentien'd thoſe 
Perſons that for Religions ſake were In- 
priſon d, Deſtirute, Tormented, Affronted 


forc'd in the Skins of Beaſts, to wander 


like them in Deſarts, and lodge in Dens; 
Honours them with this Character and 
Teſtimony, more glorious. than all the 
Panegyricks of Orators, and Laurels of 
Conquerors, That The World was not mor- 
thy of them. And ſuch Judges will think 
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Henus an infamous Courtezan, though 
F the Romans adore her in their Temples; 
and will not think Theodora the lefs 
| excellent Perſon, for having been con- 
demn'd on the ſcore of Vertue to a 
Seandalous place. Honour were a mean 
thing, and not worthy to have its Joſs" 
much fear'd, or regretted; if we could 
forfeit it without having forſaken Vertue; 
and much more, it we could be depriv'd 
of it for "having cloſely folow'd Her. 
Nothing can blemiſh true Reputation, 
that cannot be declin'd without manifeſt 
injury to Religion, which juſtifies our 
Acting whatever it impoie.. The Angels 
themſelves that were ſent to Sodom, ſcrupl'd 
leis to go even thither, then tc diſobey 
> him that made it their duty to do fo, nor 
+ were polluted by entering into that 
abominable place ; and being attempted 
by the brutiſh Inhabiters of it, carried 
thence the Angelical Purity wherewith 
they came thither. | 
.  Didymus thought fit to ſay what has 
been repeated, that he might Conſole fo 
chaſt a Virgin as Theodora, who had ſtil 
enjoy'd, as well as merited, a ſpotleſs | 
ee by aſſuring her, that the # 
_  barbarous Affi ont ſne had been expos d 
to, for Conſtancy to her Religion, had 
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not, among unbyaſs'd Judges, leſſen'd 


the high Eſteem her former Life had juſtly 
given them of her Vertue. But he would 
not diſcourſe long of a Subject ſo Nice; 
that *twas difficult not only to inſiſt on it, 


* 


i 
* 


but ſo much as to mention it, without be- 


he was ſpeaking to. Upon Which account, 
paſſing on to another Argument, he told 
her, Theſe things I have mention'd, Ma- 


dam, to let you ſee, how little I can pre- 


ing uneaſie to ſo tender a Modeſty as hers 


tend to merit by the Circumſtances of the 


duty I pay you; and conſequently, how 
little you need ſcruple to accept of my 
further Service, without which my paſt 
Endeavonrs-will be uſeleſs to us both. 
And give me leave toown to you, Madam, 
that *twas not without much trouble, as 


well as ſurprize, that I heard the incom- 5 


parable Theodora's Merit ſo much injur'd, 
as to have the valuableneſs of my Life put 
into the Ballance with that of hers, nay, 
and made to Pre ponderate. Alas, Madam, 


there are Legions, that as well as dare 


expoſe their Lives to the greateſt hazards, 
and run greater dangers for ſome deſpi- 


cable pay, or a few worthleſs Leaves, 


than I do to ſerve my Religion, and the 
faireſt Profeſſor of it. Every day affords 
thouſands of ſuch Men as I: Elſe the Roman 


cruited, 


Camps would not be fo frequently Re- 


as The Martyrdom. 


* 


Breaches, or in Battels, would not have 
their Rooms ſo ambitiouſly ſupplied, by 
len that ſee them do ſo. But fuch Per- 

ſions as attain to be both the Ornaments 


of their Religion, and the Honour of their 
Sex, muſt be ſo Excellent, and are ſo 


Rare, that *tis not every Age that pro- 


duces ſo much as one of them. Such Ex- 


emplary Ladies, do as well improve as 
enoble the times and places they live in: 
The reſpe& and love Men have for them, 
makes their good Counſels very perſua- 
ſive; the lovelineſs of their Perſons is ſo 
diffus d to their Action, as, by making 
Men forward to take them for Examples, 
adds to their Vertues, both a great 

> Splendor, and a powerful Influence. 
That Theodora is not only one of that 


but her Preſence, could keep it from 
being uneaſie for me to evince. But, Ma- 
dam (continues he) though in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances as mine, your ſcrupulous Mo- 
deſty may keep Men ſilent, yet it ought not 
to keep them from being juſt. Vour pro- 
found Humility may draw a Curtain, that 
may hide your Vertues from your Eyes; 
but in the Eyes of others, it cannot but 
encreaſe their Number, and > 


cruited, and thoſe Numbers that fall in 


ſmall Number, but eminent in it; nothing 


. * n 
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add to their Luſtre. Vou need not there- 


fore, Madam (purſues he) ſcruple to 
receive the Service I aſpire to do you, up- 


on an injurious apprehenſion, that ' tis 
above Reward ; whillt indeed it pretends 


not to any at all, except the Satisfaction 


and Honour, that will be inſeparable 
from the performance it ſelf. Here Dich- 
mus paus' d for ſome moments; being 


ſenſible, how difficult a task he was en- 
tering upon: Since 'twas, without pre- 
judicing his Love, to own to his Miſtreſs 
her ſelf, that he did not ſerve her upon 


the ſcore of That. But however; the 


ſincerity of his affection, and the great 
delire he had to make his per ſua ſions pre- 


Hh valent, haſten'd him to prevent ber 


Anſwer, by thus proſecuting his Diſ- 
courle : Tis 1 ® vo omch that Theodora's 
perfections did not miſs in me, to have 
the operation that they are wont to have, 
upon thoſe that enjoy the opportunities 
of conlidering them : and if ſhe had heen 
in a diſtreſs greater than that ſhe is now 
in, though her Religion had not at all 
contributed to bring her into it, I ſhould 
joy fully have expos'd my ſelf, to a greater 
hazard than I now run, to reſcue her 
from it. But, Madam, that is not gur 
caſe ; for that which now brings me hi- 


ther, 


| * 
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* : 


The Martyrdow 5 
ther, is none of thoſe ſentiments, that if 
I were poſſeſſor of a Crown, would bring 


me to lay that and my ſelf at your feet, 
and think my ſelf more happy in your 


acceptance of it, than in all the ad van- 


tages and prerogatives that could bolong 
to it. For, Madam, the reſolution that 


Ied me hither, was not inſpir'd by the 
air, but by the devout and vertuous Theo- 
dora. If ſhe had no Charms, but thoſe 
that cannot be ſeen with bodily Eyes, or 


. if her viſible Beauty were but moderate 
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Lor none at all; her Exemplary Piety and 


Unſhaken Conſtancy, ſhining in ſuch 
extraordinary Expreſſions of them, as ſhe 


bas this day given, would make me think 


my ſelf unworthy of Life, if I hould ſtick 
at hazarding it to ſave ſo precious a one, 


= as hers, and what I knew ſhe would far 


more unwillingly looſe; and thereby do 
fome right to Divine Providence, which 
by ſo unexampled a reliance on it, was 


thought in ſome ſort engag'd to anſwer ſo 


uncommon and entire a Truſt. After 
what ſhe did for Chriſt, I did not think 1 
could do enough for her, if I did leſs than 


have endeavour'd to do. And therefore, 
"Madam (concludes he) I hope as well as 
beg, that you will no longer ſcruple to 
accept of that reſcue, that Providence 


>, + al > N 
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offers you, by an unmercenary and moſt 
wiuing hand, but will vouchſafe to make 
uſe of this Military Garment (at which 
words Dich mus with great reſpect, pointed 
at His) and allow my endeavours, by pro- 
curing your ſafety, to ſecure my happi- 
gneſcs. 8 
Io this moving Speech, the fair per- 
ſon, that*twas addreſs'd to, return'd this 
calm Anſwer. | 
Though the handſom and obliging 
things you have been pleas'd to ſay, Ge- 
nerous Didymes, have made all the im- 
preſſions on me that they ought to have; 
yet 1 muſt, with your pardon, freely tell 
vou, that they naturally afford an infe- 
7 rence, quite oppoſite to what you would 
> conclude from them; ſince by diſcovering 
more and more of your Gall entry and 
2 Friendſhip, they let me ſtill further ſee, 
how much the World would looſe, by 
being depriv'd of fo much Vertne, and 
how unexcuſible I, above all others,ſhould 
be, if I ſhould be willingly acceſſory to 
that loſs. Your too too exceſſive Comple- 


ments, I muſt not pretend to anſwer;fince - 


-Ztwould be too great a reflection on Tour 
Judgment, as well as Mine, to think you 
meant them for any thing more than what 
T have called them. But in anſwer to the 
ſerious part of your Diſcourſe, I ſhall tell 
3 | 8 Nau, 
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E. Fon, that, if I had proceeded in what 1 


was going to fy to you, when you inter- 
rupted-me, I Md, perhaps: prevented 
ſome of the things yon have ſaid, by free- 
ly acquainting you (as I now mean to do) 
with the ſtate of my Caſe, and the inten- 
tions it ſuggeſted to me. When the in- 


humane Preſident( continues Theodora) had 


condemn'd me, either to offer Sacrifice in 


an Idol Temple, or be led away to this 


infamous place; I was in ſucha per plexi- 


ty and agony as can hardly be conceiv'd, 
eſpecially by a Fer ſon that is not of my 
Sex; for Death it ſelf was thought too 
mild an evil, to be one of thoſe, among 


whichl was cendemn'd to make my choice. 1 
On the one lide ; the infamy of this de- 
© teſtableplace was that which I could not 


think on, without the utmoſt horror and 


". indignation; and not only my Sex and | 
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_ Breeding, but even the Dictates of more f 


than one Vertue (Modeſty and Chaſtity) 1 
concurr'd to highten my abhorrence of it. 
But on the other {ſide ; I remembred,that 


did not vow Obedience to God with any 


exceptions or reſerves; that I was both 
a Diſciple and a Worſhipper of a Perſc- 
cuted and Affronted Redeemer, for whom 
(though there were not an infinitelnequa- 
* . ,, lity between our Conditions) I could not 
ſuffer more, than he had already r ; 
| or 
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for my ſake; having not only endur'd the 
3 Croſs, but deſpis'd the Shame, hier the 
®- Fews infolent Malice, and the Romans 
' 7 Barbarous Cuſtom, bad annexed to 
it. And thought that, perhaps, Pro- 
vidence had led me into this diſtreſs, to 
gire me an Opportunity of ſne wing, that 
I could do more than die for Chriſt. But 
Imuft not now trouble you, with the va» 
rious thoughts that diſtracted my Mind 
on this diſmal occaſion ; on which all that 
could ſay, to thoſe that rudely preſsd 
me to give a politive anfiver, was that of 
the things they propog'd, I plainly nu 
that both were to be refus'd,and therefore 
l could make choice of neither. But ſince 
j- I would make nołlection for my ſelt, their 
t Malice ſoon made one for me, of this de- 
d teſtable place. I was fo confounded, and 


d as it were ſtuan'd, at the firlt ſteps they 
'e ® forc'd me to take towards it, that I ſcarce 
) knew what to think, or what I did; fave 
t. that I remembered, that Idolatry was in 
at the Sacred Books repreſented as a moſt 
ay K odious, though Spiritual, Fornication ; 
th and that Apoſtacy would be my own 


e- Crime, whereas the Conſequences of re- 
m faſing it, could make me but the Object 
1a- of auothers: And remembring my ſelf to 
ot be a Daughter of him, that againſt Hope 


rd Hpelieved in Hope, to follow God's Call, 1 


Y 


* 


we, 
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_ did like him, Obey, not knowing whether 7 
went: Yet having this Satisfaction, that I 


acted according to the Dictates of a well 
inform'd Conſcience, ſo that, whatever 
the way might prove, I need not fear to 


be mifled by cloſely following an Infalli- 


ble Guide. 


Here the Chaſt Virgins words were a 


little interrupted by the flowing Tears, 
and the inevitable Diſcompolure, that 
were produc'd by the ſad remembrance of 
the diſtreſs'd Condition ſhe was recount- 
ing. But having, as ſoon as ſhe was able 
ſuppreſs'd, thoſe viſible effects of her ver- 
tuous Grief, ſhe thus purſu'd her Diſ- 


-* courſe. 


Revolving theſe and the like thoughts 
in my Mind. I arriv'd at this infamous 
lace. And being for a while left alone 
in this Room, to try whether yet I could 


de brought to change my Mind; the nea- 


rer approach of what I was to endure, # 
making it look mort hideous to me, than, 
till then, I thought *twas poſſible for any 
thing to appear, made me preſently think 
of flying for Refuge to the dark Sanctu- 
ary of Death; and by diſpatching my | 


ſelf drown in my yet untaiated Blood, q 


both my own diſmal fears, and my Per- 


; ſecutors bruitiſh hopes. But then there 
came into my mind, what I had been of- 


. 420 | 
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4 ten taught, and, whilſt I was unconcer'd, 


judg'd rational to believe, of the unlaw- 


fulneſs of Killing ones ſelf, upon any ac- 
count whatſoever. I conſider'd, that God, 
who made our Love unto our ſelves, the 
= ſtandard of the affection we owe our 
& Neighbour, in forbidding vs to deſtroy a- 


nothers Life,muſt be ſuppos'd much more 
to prokibit us that violence againſt our 


& own: And it Fratricide be juſtly liſted. 
XZ amongſt the blackeſt Crimes, becauſe of 


that Relation the laughter'd perſons have 
to thoſe that Kill them; how Criminal 
upon that ſcore be the Murder ot 


our ſelves, where the Relation is not nea- 
rer, only becauſe tis too near, to be pro- 


perly any at all? The Sovereign Author 


and abſolnte Lord of our Lives, having 


thought fit to employ us here in his Ser- 


= vice, we cannot, without violating our 
= Duty to him, deſert it until we have per- 
form'd his Errand, which is, to glorifie 


him by our Lives; tilloyalty to his Truth, 
or his Commands, convince us, that we 
may better glorifie him by our Deaths. 
Such Conſiderations as theſe would, I 
hope, have reſtrain'd me from ending my 
Lite with a Crime; but the thoughts of. 
it were quickly ſuppreſt, by my remem 
bring that in this place, I was deſtitute 
of Inſtruments to act it with. W here- 

| C'3 fore. 
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fore remembring that Daniel had been 
preſery*d, though not from the LyonsDen, 
yet in it; and his three Friends were not 
deliver'd from the Fiery Furnace, till they 
had been caſt into it; and having learned 
by thoſe Examples, that no Succours can 
come too late, that God deſigns for our 


moſt hopeful, as well as the moſt innocent 
courſe, I could take; and with an arden- 
cy, hejghren'd with the extremity of my 
Diſtreſs,” 1 was beſeeching God, though 
with the loſs of my Life, to preſerve a 
Purity, that by his Grace had been hither- 
to kept unblemiſh'd, when your unexpe- 
Red enterance brought me a return of 
thoſe Prayers, I had yet ſcarce utter'd. 
Judge then, Generous Didymus (ſubjoyns 
Theodora) by the Condition I was in, how 
much I muſt think my ſelf Oblig'd by fo 
brave and feaſonable an attempt to deli- 
ver me ont of it. 

Io ſerve fo bright a Vertne, lodg'd in 
f noble a Shrine, I thonght, Madam 
(fays Didymus, Interrupting her) to be as 
much my Duty, as to have found an Op- 


you _ to permit me, as I now hope 
you will 

compleating my Ende vours to deliver 
yon ; Iſhall much more value my felt, 
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Reſcue, I betook my ſelf to Prayer, as the 


rtunity to do it, is my Happineſs: and 7 


, the Honour and SatisfaQion of | 


# upon the having paid you that Service 
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at (though it be more praportionate to my 


power, than to my deſires) than if I had 


7 reſcned a Roman General, or for ſucceſsful 


attempts, been made one my ſelf. - 


7 replys The dora, to diſclaim a right to 


When Thanks are purchas'd by Merit, 


them, does not forfeit it, but encreaſe it; 


nor need you make me any new Profeſſi- 


ons, ſiace after the Teſtimonies you have 
given me already of your Vertues, and 


your Friendſhip, I ſhould make my ſelf 
unworthy of them, it I doubted of their 
Reality, or Greatneſs. Yes, Didymus, I 
believe what you declar'd,of the Dikate- 
reſtedneſs of your proceedings in the 


Reſcue of a Perſon of no greater Merit, 


than I can pretend to: Since the Circum- 
ſtances of your Attempt, make it appear 
too generous to let me ſuſpect, that the 
Aim of it was other than noble too. And 
indeed, after what you have done (con- 
tinues She) it would ill become me ta 
ſcruple to be further oblig'd by you, and 
therefore I ſhall venture to make you a 
Requeſt, as ſoon as I ſhall have acquainted - 

you with the Reaſons, *tis grounded on. 
Didymns being ſurpriz'd at this wel- 
com Declaration, was going with Tran- 
{ports to aſſure Her, he could deny her 
nothing, nor obey her in any thing with- 
r e out 
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out Joy ; when ſhe prevented him, by thus 
continuing her Diſcourſe. You know, my 
Generous Deliverer, that Virgins have ſo 

reat and clear a Right to keep themſelves 
uch, againſt all outward, Aſſaults, that Mo- 
narchs themfelves (whoſe Force is not to 
be by force oppos'd, when it tends but to 
deprive us of our Lives) may be forcibly 
reſiſted, when they ſtrive to offer Violence 
to our Chaſtity. Since then, an untain- 
ted Purity is a Jewel, that the Poſſeſſors 
are allowed to preſerve and defend, even 
by uncommon ways, if others will not 
ſerve; and ſuch as would in other Caſes 
de unwarrantable : Though 1 do not, as 
1 lately told you, think it lawful, as 
many do, to ſecure Virginity by Self - 
Murder; yet I cannot diſapprove their 
Opinion, that allow a Virgin in Caſe of 
Extremity, to emplore that Dcath from 


anothers hand, that ſhe is forbidden to 


give herſelf, with her on; ſince in ſuch 
* 2 Calamitous Condition, Heaven, by de- 
barriag her all other ways of eſcaping 
from Defilement, ſeems to approve of 
this. Aud the Scripture informs us, that 
though the Prophet Jonas held it unlawtul 
to drown himſelf, yet he per- 
Jonah. 1.12. ſuaded thoſe that Sail d with 
him, to caſt him bound into 


= the Sea, when neither they not.he ex- 
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pected he could out - live many Minntes(as | 
indeed twas not without Miracle that he 
did.) Wherefore, purſues Theodora, if you 
will perfect what you have ſo Obligingly 
began, you muſt lend me your Arm and 
Sword, to free me by a ſpeedyy Death, 
from miſchiefs much greater than it. The 
Romans will eaſily believe, that my reſiſt- 
ance and provocations tranſported you to 
a Revenge, at which the barbarous uſage 
have receiv'd at their hands, makes it 
unlikely they will be much offended : The 
grant of my requeſt will not hinder you 
from being, what you are pleas'd to think 
a Title, Theodora's Deliverer. For, inthe 
eſtimation of Equitable Judges, as well as 
in Hers, twill ſuffice to give you a right 
to that Title, That you have deliver'd 
her from her greateſt Calamity and Dan- 
ger. Nor will the good office I defire, 
be inconſiſtent with my obtaining the Ho- 
nour of Martyrdom ; St. Jehn the Ban- 
tiſt, becavie his bold Zeal for the EA 
of Religion, gave the firſt riſe to thoſe 
Perſecutions that terminated in his Death, 
is juſtly reckon'd among Martyrs, though 
he was privately beheaded in his Prifon, 
at the ſolicitation of a Curtezan: and if 
one willingly ſuffers death for the Truth, 
or the Intereſt of Religion, there needs 
not a Scaffold or a Stake, and a publick 
Executioner, to make ſucha perſon a Mar- 
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tyr. And fince the Perſecutions that now 
Make havock of the Church, are-like to 
continue long; and finceI am reſolv'd, 
by Gods aſſiſtance, never to avoid them, 
by any either unlawful or unhandſom 
Way: the Eſcape you would perſuade me 
to, Would but for a while delay thoſe Suf- 
Ferings 10onght not to ſhun, and would 
make them much leſs acceptable, by my 
having endeavour'd to avoid them; ef- 
pecially by an action ſo mean, if not cri- 
minal too, as to conſent to the loſs of 
an excellent Perſon, that moſt generouſly 
Expos'd himſelf for my ſafety. Deny me 
not therefore, concludes Theodora, with 
Tears in her Eyes, the laſt get] ſhall 
eier make you; but by ſheathing your 
Sword here (at which words ſhe pointed 
with blaſhes, at her fair and innocent 
* Breaſt) be pleas'd, by one quick and cha- 
Titable Stroke, to perfect my deliverance, 
Without making me St in it with the 
_ Blovd of my deliverer; free us both from 
eminent Danger, me ot being Diſhonour'd, 
und von of being Tormented ; and by 
theſameACt of Friendſhip, ſecure me the 
Coronet of Virginity, and procure me 

the Crown of Martyrdom. 
Great was the Surpriſe, and greater 
Was the Trouble, wherewith Didymrs 
Aieard the concluſion: of this Diſcourſe : 
, Meet btn. 
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niſhment would permit him tofpeak ; Ah 
Madam, ſays he, what have you ever {cen 
in the unfortunate Didymus, that could 
tempt you to make him ſo ſtrange a pro- 
poſition. - That I, whoſe Errand hither 
was to venture my Life in your Service, 
ſhould my ſelf deſtroy the admirable Per- 
ſon I came to Reſcue ; and that Di 
mould imbrue his gnilty Hands in Theada- 


ra's innocent Blood, to ſave one drop of 


which, He would gladly ſhed all his own. 
As your Piety deſerves to be the Pattern 
of more than one Age, ſo I doubt not, 
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In anſwer to Which, as ſoon as his aſto. 


* 


but that in times very remote from ours, 


your Memory will ſhine as bright, as your 


Vertue and your Eyes da now; and then, 


how hideous a Monſter muſt I appear to 
Poſterity, that will look upon me as one, 
that could 1a a trice, paſs from pretend- 
ing to be your Deliverer, to be really your 
Murderer ; and this for no other Reaſon, 
than that you were pleas'd to manifeſt a 
great concern for my Preſervation? Anfl 
pardon me, Madam, (continues Diaynus} 
1f 1 tell you, that your Generolity makes 

you forget ſome of your other Vertues, 
and even of the DiQates of the Religion 
you have hitherto adorn'd; Since your 


Commands, it obey'd, would engage me 


to commit a Crime, and make you your 
ſelf, 
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_ ſelf, more than acceſſory to it. For, Madam, 
fince you acknowledg Self-Murder to be 
unlawful, how can your Commands give 
mea right to take from you, a Life, that 
you have not power to diſpoſe of ? and 
what Excuſe can I have, without ſo much 
as the pretence of acting under Authority, 
to deſtroy an Innocent Perſon ? For, Ma- 
dam, ſince I am to declare, why I pre- 
ſume to do the thing in the World I 
would leaſt he put upon, to diſobey Theo- 
va; give me leave to tell you, that,ſhould 
execute what you require, the Action 
would not be excuſable in either of us. 
For as Adam ſinned in doing a forbidden 
thing, though ſhe that prevail'd with him 
to do it, Was firſt in the Tranſgreſſiun; and 
the Jewiſh Prophet was torn in pieces by 
A Lion, though he did what he was ſe- 
duc'd to, by the perſuaſions of a Prophet: 
So the Scripture clearly condemns David 
of Murder, becauſe he kill'd Vria, though 
not with his own hand, yet with the Sword 
of the Children of Ammon: And the Scrip- 
ture tells us too that God plagu'd the 
Children of 1/-ael in the Wilderneſs, be- 
cauſe, as the Text expreſles it, They made 
the Calf, that Aaron made. And indeed 
by whatever Hain innocent Blood is 
med, the Guilt of it will light upon the 
Perſon that procur'd it to be ſpilt. And 
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to this I muſe add, That ſince Chriſtians © 
are in ſome caſes, not only permitted, 
but Exhorted, if not Commanded, 7. 
lay domu their Lives for one another : The 
high value and concern, I juſtly have for 
yours, makes me conclude, that this is 
certainly one of thoſe Caſes, and conſe. 
quently, that I may lawfully offer you a 
Service, which you, perhaps, cannot 
lawfully refuſe: Since Providence has left 
you no other Innocent way, than the ac- 
ceptance of it, to eſcape your preſent dan- 
ger. And the guilt of ſelf- Murder may, 
tor ought I know, be Contracted, not 
only by a poſitive Act, but by an inflext- 
ble refuſal of the profter*d means of Safety. 
Pardon me, I beſeech you, Madam, pur- 
ſues Didymus, if the great Concern I have 
for ſuch a Perſon as Theodora, has Extor- 
ted from me, a greater plainneſs of Speech, 
than my profound Reſpect for Her would 
permit me, upon any other occaſion. And 
becauſe I perceive that, that which makes 
you molt ſcruple to grant my humble Re- 
queſt, is, That your Superlative Gene- 
roſity, and what your Humility perſuades 
you to think Gratitade, make you ſolici- 
tous for the preſervation of a Life, ha- 
zarded for your ſake; I mult aſſure you, 
Madam, that your inflexibleneſs will no 
way make proviſion for my ſafety. __ 
IL 
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if I ſhould be Condemn'd by your crud 
Commands, to leave you expos'd to the 
barbarons and defiling rudeneſs of thoſe 
Bruitiſn Satyrs, that impatiently wait 
without the regret and ſhame, of having 
misꝰd the Honour of Theodora's Reſcue, 
will give me far greater Torments, than 
the Romans can, for having effected it. 
And I muſt add on this Occaſion, Madam, 
(continues he, not without ſome change 
of Colour and Voice) that ſome Senti- 
ments (which though I think not this a 
fit time or place to name, have been much 
Conhrn'd and Heightned, by what I have 
this day had opportunity to obſerve )have 
ſo faſt tied my Happineſs to your Welfare, 
that the preſence of my Soul is ſcarce more 
neceflary to my Life, than your Safety is. 
Nor fancy, Madam, that the belief 1 own 
of the unlawfulneſs of Self-Murder, will 
ſecure my Life: for there are other ways, 
to procure Death to him that's weary of 
Life, than his own Sword, or a draught 
of Poyſon ; ſince Paſſion alone, when rais'd 

to a competent degree, may do the office 
of either of thoſe. And ſince Joy it ſelf, 
though the moſt pleaſing and friendly of 
the Paſſions, has by its Exceſs, prov'd de- 
ſtructive of Mens Lives; why may not 
Grief, and Shame, and Indignation, which 
aare Paſſions more violent, and very un- 
| 55 friendly 
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friendiy to Nature, be able to produce as 
fatal Effects? And to ſhew you, Madam, 
(continues Didymas) how much reaſon 1 
have to think, that your Condition diſ- 
penſes me from obeying the Dictates of 
your Generoſity, let me. — But, be- 
fore Didymus had annex'd his Reaſons, a 
Noiſe made without, gave him a hot Al- 
larm, and made him fear, the patience of 
ſme that waited without, would not 


_ laſt very much longer; and therefore 


addreſſing himſelf to Theodora, with a 
Countenanceas Petitioning as his Words, 
and Eyes, in which his Courage could 
ſcarce repreſs the Tears: How long, 
Madam, ſays he, will you upon ground- 
leſs Scruple, neglet an Opportunity, 
whoſe Omiffion will be Irreparable. 
And how can you juſtifie to God, the 
flighting the means His Providence 
preſents you, of caſily ſecuring your 
Safety. Ah, Madam, then (concludes 
Didy mus) by one quick and neceſſary Re- 
ſolve, regain your Liberty, preſerve 
your Honour, and fecure your Life. But 
if nothing that has rel:tion to your ſelf 
alone will move you, be pleas'd to re- 
ward the Services, I have Eſſay'd to do 
you, with the implor'd grant of your 
own Safety; and permit me for this once, 
rather to Serve you than Obey you. 


Nor 
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Nor need your generous Solicitude for me; 
hinder, or retard your Reſolution ; The 
- World will not blame a Spotleſs Virgin, 
for doing what is neceſſary to keep Her 
ſelf ſuch; nor look upon it as a part of 
Ingratitude, to grant, to one that has 
done his beſt to ſerve Her, a Recompence, 
that he is {6 ambitious of, as to venture 
his Life to obtain it at her Hands. In ſhort, 
Madam, for the time allows me not a 
long Diſcourſe, if your Cruelty will not 
permit me to prevent your Death ; Grief, 
and other Paſſions, will not allow me to 
ſur vive it: And then (ſuppoſing I ſhould. 
fail of making retreat) would it not be a 
much more happy Fate, that the conſtant 
Didymus ſhould Die, for having fav'd the 
matchleſs Theodora, than for having loſt 
Her? 


— 


CHAP. III. 


O theſe pathetick Words he thought 
not fit to ſtay for an aaſwer, but 
retiring to a corner of the room,jhe divef- 
ted himfelf of his military Coat, and up- 
on his knee, preſented it to Theodora. Sie 
in the mean time, reflecting upon his Ar- 
guments, was by their force, convincd, 
that the motion ſhe had made him, of kil- 
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ling her, was grounded upon a dange- 
rous Error. And the noiſe that had been 
made, in the outward room, alarming 
her, at leaſt as much as it had done him, 
let her ſee ſhe had no further time left her 
to deliberate. And therefore being pre- 
vaiPd with, by ſupplications, made in ſo 
perſuaſive a way, that it appear'd a far 
leſs cruelty, even towards him, to accept, 
than finally to refuſe, his offer: She firſt 
made her Bluſhes,and her ſilence intimate 
her conſent, and then declar'd it more 
exprelly, by raiſing him, and taking out 
of his hand what he preſented to her. 
And to his joy (which his foreſight that 
his ſucceſs would be fatal to him, could 
not hinder from being very great) ſhe re- 
ceiv'd from him inſtruction how to put 
it on, and permitted him (though not 
without ſtrange diſorder in her mind and 
looks) to aſſiſt her: For as it was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary todoit ; ſo he did it with 
all imaginable care, to diſtreſs ſo nice a 
Modeſty, as little as was poſlible : And 
therefore, as ſoon as ever he had done 
that, with all the reſpect and decency the 
place and occalion would by any means 
permit, all that could be done without 
him, he left her to do herſelf, withdraw- 
ing to a part of the room, whence he 
could not ſee her. Which Retreat he was 

N induc'd 
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induc'd to make, not only out of civility 
and reſpect, but perchance becauſe the 
| dangers that threat'n internal Chaſtity, 
have this peculiar fate, that uſually thoſe: 
ons are moſt careful to ſhun them, 
that are the moſt reſoly'd, and the beſt 
able, to ſurmount them. 

As foon as the mutual Exchange of 
their habits had made it decent for them 
to diſcourſe together, the diſguis'd Vir- 
gin, with Cheeks cover'd with Bluſhes, 
and with looks ſo obliging, that they 

alone would have recompens'd Didynws 
for any leſs ſervice than that ſhe now 

receiv'd, addreſſing her ſelf to her Bene- 
| factor; If your Reaſons, ſays ſhe, had 
| not convinc'd me, that I could not with- 
F outa-crimefree my ſelf from my wretch»- 
ed Condition by death, and if yet death 
ity 
| 


were not the only way, by which, if 
I decline your generons proffer, I can 
4 poſſibly ſhun, what I far more apprehend 
 thandeath, diſhonor; I ſhould not leave 
| you in a danger, wherein only your con- 
 _. cern for Religion and for me, has engag'd 
you, But I doubt not the ſame Charity, 
that put you upon making me your 
generous proffer, and preſſing me not 
do decline it, will make your pardon a... 
fault, to which your owa Reaſons and 
Importunity have made you highly ac- 
* ceſſor/; 
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ceſlory ; eſpecially ſince I know you think 
a tenderneſs of Honor, and an abhor- 
rence of all Defilement, to be things ſo 
allowable in a Virgin, as very much 
extenuate, if not juſtihe, what they 
require of her. And indeed I ſhall do 
you but right, when I thankfully acknow- 
ledge, that in this whole tranſaction a- 
hout my Reſcue, your carriage has been 
ſuch as would leave me no doubt, if ever 
I had been ſo unjaſt as to have any, of 
the purity and diſintereſtedneſs of your 
intentions, by which I am not a little 
confii m'd in the opinion I have always 
had, That Vertue may inſpire as Noble 
and as Hazardous Enterpriſes, as Paſſion 
can. I know that in this days work you 
aim'd at higher Retributions, than. could 
be expected from one in my Condition. 
But yet l think my ſelf oblig'd to aſſure 
yon, That your Heroick Acts of Vertue 
and Friendſhip, have not been exercis'd 
towards a Perſon inſenſible of them; but 
that your Merit, and your Favours, have 
produc'd all the eſteem and other Senti- 
ments, which they ought to produce, in 
a Perſon, that is not altogether incapable 
to diſcern and value them. And if the 
 Pray'rs of a diſconſolate Virgin, then 
ſav'd by yon, when all the reſt of the 
World had abandon'd her, can have any 
| intereſt 
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intereſt at the Throne of Grace; they 
will obtain for you, Bleſſings as great as 
your generoſity to me has been and not 
leſs laſting, than my Senſe of it will be; 
and you will during a long protracted 
life, either be allow'd quietly to enjoy 
the Glory, your many merito: ious Ha- 
Zards of it have purchas'd, or elſe be en- 
abledto find a happineſs in your very Suf- 
ferings, by vertue of thoſe peculiar 


Conſolations that are reſerv d for a per- 


ſecuted Condition; as anciently Manna 
was vouchſafe i the 1faelites, only whilſt 
they were Exiles in the Wilderneſs. 
The quick ſucceſs God has been pleas'd 
to grant my Pray'rs for my own de- 
liverance, lets me not deſpair to find 
him propitious, to thoſe I ſhall with no 
leſs ardency put up for yours: But it 
your Charity ſhould expoſe you to further 
danger, I ſolemnly promiſe you, that 
you ſhall find, I have been inſtructed, as 
well as oblig'd, by your generoſity, and 
would not have left you expos'd for my 


= {ake, that I. might ſhun any danger that 


had threat'ned but my life. 
And now the movraful. Virgin, being 

to bid her accompliſh'd Votary a fare- 
wel, which probably enough would prove 
the laſt; by a manifeſt change in her. 
countenance, and the tone of her voice, 


an d 
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and by the multitude of tears that fell 
from her fair Eyes, convinc'd him no leſs 
of the trouble ſhe was in upon his account, 
than any verbal expreſſions could do it; 
though ſhe ſaid to him, in a moſt obli- 
ging manner, Farewel my Generous. 
Deliverer ; and may that God, who ſees 
with what reluctancy I conſent to your 
danger, free you happily from it, and 
richly recompenſe that noble Charity that 
led you into it. I hope we ſha]l yet ſee 
one another again upon Earth, I am 
confident we ſhall meet joyfully in Hea- 
ven; by which I mult confeſs my ſelf 
very highly favour'd, not only in my 
Deliverance, but in the inſtrument of it; 
ſince God makes me not beholden for my 
Reſcue to any common perſon, but is 
pleas'd ſo to order it, that I receive the 
greateſt of carthly Benefits, from the moſt 
Generous of men. 

Madan, replies the much troubled 
Diaymus, your own unequaPd perfections, 
and the operation they have had on me, 
make me ſo much yours, that your wiſh- 
ing, me happy, does more towards the 
making me ſo, than your humility will 
allow you to be aware of. You have too 
much Merit, Madam, to let the Services 
I have paid you, have a title to any; and 
what I have had the happirzels to perform 


6 is 
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is but what was every brave man in .- 
troch's duty to endeavour. But if your 
Goodneſs will needs make yon think, 
that my poor Services ſhould have ano- 
ther (for they can ſcarce have a greater) 
recompence, than you have already 
given them, by ſuffering them to con- 
tribute to your ſafety ; and if you will 
vouchſafe to allow the memory of him 
that did them, aroom in your thoughts, 
(which is the happieſt Station it can a- 
ſpire to upon earth :) I humbly beg your 
faithful ſervants Image may be look'd on 
without any weaken degree of pity ; 

fince his condition will then need none, 
and the Idea would very much miſrepre- 
ſent the Original, if ir ſhould diſquiet her, 


whom he never approach'd, but to ſerve 


Her. Tis ſuitable, Madam, to this 
frame of mind, that for Theodor a's ſake, I 
muſt now deny my ſelf ſo much, as to 
haſten her departure, leaſt ſome croſs ac- 
.cident ſhould prevent it: At which 


words, looking, on her with a counte- 


nance that all his Conrage could not keep 
from a diſcernable Change: Farewel, ſaid 
he, incomparable Theodora, may you 
continue long the ornament and the Pat- 
tern of your Sex : And ſince we ſee that 
ſome Fruits may be as well preſerv'd in 


Honey, as others in Brine and Vinegar, 
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may the height of your Vertue be kept up 
but the objects of it fo chang'd, that by 
a ſettled Proſperity you may henceforth 
have occaſion to exerciſe your moderati- 
on and your gratitude, inſtead of your 
courage and your patience. Once more 
Farewel, concludes he, unequaPd Theo- 
dora; and way you live but with as much 
Contentment, as if I ſuffer for you, 1 

ſhall die with Satizfa ion. 
Though theſe moving Expreſſions, 
and the accent wherewith they were 
deliver'd, did very ſenſibly touch a per- 
ſon ſo well natur'd and grateful as Theo- 
dora; yet ihe thought the fitteſt return 
ne could then make to her Lover's diſ- 
courſe, was, preſently to follow the ad- 
vice he was ſo carneſt to have her ſpeedi- 
ly embrace. And therefore bidding him 
tarewel only by a look, wherein high 
degrees of ſorrow and gratitude were 
plainly mingled ; ſhe immediately diſ- 
pos'd her ſelf to quit that diſmal place: 
Which then afforded a noble inſtance, 
how little a great mind can be hindred 
from diſcloſing it ſelf to be fo, by the 
Stage *tis oblig'd to act upon. For whilſt 
in divers of the ſtately Temples of Ami- 
och, Whores, (ſuch as Venus and Flora,) 
and Raviſhers, and Adulterers, (ſuch as 
Jupiter and Mars) were ſolemnly ador'd; 
; 1 
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in an infamous Sce.:e, dedicated. to pub- 
lick Luſt and Violence; the ſtricteſt 


Chaſtity was exercis'd, and Martyrdom 
itſelf was contended- for. 


Having once ventur'd into the out- 


ward room, That Providence, to which 
"ſhe had in ſuch diſcouraging Circum- 
ſtances truſted her Virgin Purity, would 


not leave the reſcue of it, incompleat ; 


but whilſt the waiting Ruffians were 
eagerly contending, Who ſhould ſuc- 


ceed the perſon they took by the Habit 


to be Didymus, (and whoſe face they did 
not wonder to ſee muffled, preſently at- 
ter ſo ſavage an action as they ſuppos'd 
him to have committed) brought her 
ſafely out of that infamous Place, 
Whence, by the leaſt frequented Paſſages 


© ſhe knew, ſhe was quickly convey'd to 


the houſe of her dear Friend Irene, which 
'happen'd to be nearer than her own. 
I here to avoid ſuſpicion, ſome of her 
| friends and relations were met together, 
to lameat her Ciptivity, and joyn in 
Prayer to him that alone could deliver 
her, to be directed by God how they 
might (if it were poſlible) contribute to 
her reſcue. But, though their Prayers 


were probably made with more zeal than 


E _ hope, they were not a little alarm'd, 
wen looking out to ſee who knock'd at 


_ 
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the door, they ſaw, as they thought, a 
Soldier, who would not have been 
quickly let in, if ene had not preſam'd 
it to be Didymns, who was coming to 
offer his Service to his* captivated Mi- 
ſtreſs. But *tis not eaſie to expreſs the 
wonder and the joy, with which they ſoon 
diſcover'd that this was not Theodora's 
Lover, but herſelf ; whoſe Beauty and 
her military Dreſs, would have made 
her, had the Roman Guards diſcover'd 
her, paſs for their Pallas. Nor was ſuch 
a Habit, though improper for a Virgin, 
unfuitable to a Great, as well as Chaſt 
Conqueror. 

But though her preſence never needed 
the endearmeut of a Surpriſe, yet the un- 
expectedneſs of it at that time and place, 


added to the Tranſports it producd; 


eſpecially in Irene : Who after a thouſand 
gratulations and careſſes, at length 
begg'd in the name of the impatient 
Company, to know how the bleſſing 
they all receiv'd in her freedom, was 
procur'd. To which reaſonable 
ſhe anſwer'd, by making a ſhort but faith- 
ful Narrative, of what had occur'd ſince 
the time ſhe was cited before the Pxeſi- 
deat, till ſhe came to take Sanctuary a- 
mong them ; 238 concluding, that, 
as what ſhe had done not misbecoming a 
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Chriſtian, was altogether hy the aſſiſtance 
of Divine Grace, ſo the ſuccour ſhe re- 
ceiv'd to bring her out of danger was 
by the Conduct of Divine Providence, 
which in her delivery made uſe of the 
high vertue and generoſity of Didymus. 
This Relation made the Comp:ny firſt 
return Thanks and Praiſes to the Divine 
SGoodneſs, which were followed by the 
celebrations of the happy Inſtrument of 
it: every one, as it were by turns, en- 
deavouring tc vye, who ſhould moſt com- 
mend ſo venturous and diſintereſſed a 
Lover. Nor perhaps did Thcodora her 
felf, inwardly diſſent from thit grate- 
ful company. For, though her modeſty 
and: reſervedneſs kept her from decla- 
ring her Sentiments, as others did theirs; 
yet perhaps that was becauſe She thought, 
that having given a Candid account of 
his deportment, her Narrative had made 
her praiſes needleſs, the Hiſtory it ſelf 
being indeed a Panegyric. 

After the Companies curioſity was ſome 
what ſatisfied by what Theodora had told 
them, and both /reneand ſhe had made a re- 
queſt to a Gentleman that knew Didym us 
Well, to endeavour to bring them ſpeedy 
notice of what hed happened to him, or 
was like to befal him: The two excellent 
Ladies retir'd to the apattment of Jrene. 
wor There 
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There the pious Theodora, having de- 
voutly paid her folema Thanks and 
Praiſe, for her almoſt miraculous Deli- 
verance, to the Divine Author ot it; 
ſhe was accommodated by her Friend, 
with Cloaths befitting her Sex. Nor was 
it difficult for Irene, (though on ſo ſud- 
den an occaſion) to furniſh her with a 
Habit fhe liked; for beſides, that, a Perſon 
ſo ſhap'd and faſhioned as Theodora, 
could make almoſt any dreſs Graceful z 
ſhe us'd to pity the mean vanity of thoſe 
Ladies, that could he either Ambitions 


or Proud of what they muſt owe to a 


Taylor or a Dreſſer, and affected to be 
taken notice of, not ſo much for what 
they are, as for what they wear: And 
therefore, tho* ſhe did not ſcrupulouſly 
decline faſhionable Clothes becauſe they 
were ſo; yet all the Ornaments that 
paſs'd the limits of the modeſteſt Decen- 


cy, ſhe always as little valu'd as ſhe nzed- 
ed them. | ts: 


— 


C HAP. W. 


Efore this rare Couple return'd to 
the reſt of the Company, Jrenes 
kindneſs tor Didymns made her think, 
ſhe ought not to — 2 this opportunity 
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of doing good offices to her abſent 
Friend. And therefore having (as ſhe 
eaſily might) brought the diſcourſe to 
tall upon his late performances; I hope, 


Madam, ſays ſhe to Theodora, you are 


now fatisfh'd, that the Character I gave 
Jong the greatnels of my Couſins Ver- 
Tue, and the Ardency of his Flame, was 
dictated more by his Merit than my 
*Friendſhip. I were very ungrateful, re- 
plies Theodora, if I did not willingly 
acknowledge his Generoſity to be alto- 
"gether extraordinary, and that, as he 
could not eblige me more highly than 

he has done, ſo it was not poſſible that 
He ſhould do it more handſomly. 

I know, Madam, faith ene, that 
Theodora may freely chooſe among all the 
iluftrious Youth of A-rioch, what per- 
Ton ſhe would pleaſe to make happy : 
And, without conſidering her leſs obvi- 
- ous, though more admirable, Per fecti- 
ons; far leſs Beauty than ſhe is Miſtreſs 
FE, of. his in our times, given the Poſſeſfors 

23 ſhare in the Imperial Throne, and 
4 haps too, plac'd them upon the Ro- 
man Altars. But yet, continues ſhe, ſince 
have the honour to know you too well, 
not to be confident, that you value Piety 
and Vertue, and a Flame regulated and 
excited by them, above thoſe outward 

advantages 
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advantages which weaker Spirits are in- 
fluenc'd by; I think 1 may preſume to 
ſay ; that I know not any perſon in A 
noch, to whom the fair Theodera may 
with leſs Condeſcenſion vouchſafe 4 Share 
in her Favour, than to him, that had 
the happineſs to give her ſo clear a proof 
of the ardency, the purity, and the di- 


ſintereſtedneſs of his Flame. 


If I had not reply's Theodora with a 


ſomewhat diſſatisfy'd look, been much 


ſurpriſed at the beginning of your Diſ- 
courſe; I had immediately ſtop'd. you 
there: And lamented my infelicity, that 
Irene, whom I thought my ſelf happy in 
having for my Friend, allows her ſelf 
what is ſo repuguant to true friendſhip, 
as flattery is, I could, continues Theosara 
without pauſing for fear of being pre- 
vented ; eaſily, and with the approbati- 
on of many of the beſt Judges in Antioch, 
return the fair rene her own Comple- 
ments, if I thought fit to imitate what 1 
cannot appiove. And to Speak ſeriqully; 
continues She, neither you nor I, nor 
any of our Sex, ought to think Skin-deep 
Beauty as great a Bleſſing, as tis an apy 
plauded one. For without our faylt, and 
in Spight of our care to preſerve it, a 
Thouſand accidents may, and time cer - 
tainly will, ruine the Lovelieſt Faces ; 
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and perhaps to that degree, as not in the 
remains to leave it credible that ever 
they were hanſom. Tis true that thoſe 
vain Men, whoſe Paſſion maſters their 
reaſon, are wont (for the moſt part with 


deligns we ought not to be proud of) to gf 
Speak extravagant things, and too often 31 
even prophane Ones, of the beauties they f 


profeſs to adore. But though they really 7 
meant (which they very ſeldom do) all 42 
they ſay, in praiſe of thoſe they repre- A 
ſent as Goddeſſes ; yet I think a conſider- ] 
ing perſon will ſcarce be very proud of re- 
Ceiving that Title, from thoſe who can 
- think' that a few Colours and Features 
Tuckily mingled, are ſufficient to make 
2 Deity. An uncommon degree of Beauty, 
adds ſhe, expoſes the owner to extraor- 
dinary troubles, from the Envy of thoſe. 
that want it, and the Importunities of 
thoſe that court it. And, without as 
much caution and watchfulneſs as turn it 
into a trouble, it too often proves a 
frong Temptation to thoſe that admire 
it; and a dangerous Snare to thoſe that 
poſſeſs it. And if I had the vanity to { 
think, what you would perſuade me to 5 
believe, I ſhould yet take Beauty in a 1 
woman, to be like a rich Perfume; which 1 
though ĩt be a thing very grateful in moſt 1 
companies, and perhaps (eſpecially at 4 


firſt 
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firſt) very delightful to the wearer, yet 
does often diſcompoſe, not only ſtrangers 
ſhe chances to converſe with, but the 
beſt Friend ſhe has; and not ſeldom does 
miſchiefeven to herſelf,by diſordering her 
head, or cafting her into fits of the mo- 
ther. I beg your pardon, Dear Madam, 
ſays the fair Vene, with ſomewhat of ſad- 
neſs in her looks, that whilſt I had ſo 
much Beauty in my eye and thoughts, 1 
forgot, that it was in Theodora accom=- 
pany'd with a far greater and ſcrupulous 
Humility ; and I did not apprehend that 
I could be thought guilty of Flattery, ſo 
near to a witneſs (at which words ſhe 
pointed to a Looking-Glaſs, that huag 
up in the room) ready to juſtifie more 
than I had occaſion to ſay. I willingly ac- 
knowledge with you, that the amiable- 


4 neſs diſcoverable by the Eyes of every 


gazer, is a thing far leſs deſirable than 
deſired: And procures the poſſeſſors 
more praiſe, than it brings them hap- 
pineſs. And for my part, adds ſhe, if I 
had the weakneſs to believe my ſelf Mi- 
ſtreſs of what the folly of ſome has made 
them flatter me with, yet I ſhould not be 
over much pleas'd with a Quality, that 
would add to thoſe harms my frailty 
makes me guilty of, thoſe which I never 
intended; and makes Ladies ſo miſchief= 
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ous, to thoſe that moſt love them, that 
even when they do not rob men of their 
Innocency, they deprive them of their 
Quiet. I conteſs therefore, Madam con- 
tinues Irene that it was injurious to in- 
{iſt upon the praiſes of a face, when, how 
little ſoever it can be Match'd in its own 
Kind, *tis accompanied with Several 
Beauties of a much nobler kind. But that 
which induc'd me to ſpeak as I did, was, 
to let the fair Theodora ſee, that I was 


juſtly ſenſible how great a thing I begg'd 


for my Friend ; when I implor'd for him 
an intereſt in Her Favour. And I do the 


leſs deſpair of the effects of your Good- 
neſs, both to him and me, becauſe I beg 


them for an abſent friend, who is not in 
a condition to ſpeak for himſelf; and who, 
as I perceiv'd by the obliging Relation 
you were plcas'd to make, of his Carriage 
towards you, declin'd making you any 
requeſt, when his Services were ſo hap- 
Py as not to be uſeleſs to you. His ſilence, 
anſwers Theodora, in ſuch Circumſtances, 
had more effect on me, than his paſſio- 
nateſt ſolicitations would have produc'd. 
But the thing, I preſume, you aim at, 
for him, is of that moment to me, that l 
cannot think fit to diſcourſe of it till we 
can do ſo with more calmneſs and leiſure, 
than we can at this time expect. You 

M know, 
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know, Irene, that I have till look d up- 
on Marriage as one of the moſt im 
tant Actions of Life: And, though I 
think they have too mean a notion of 
Happineſs and Miſery, who imagine 
that oneCreature can make either of them 
the portion of another; yet I think, that 
not only the dictates of diſcretion, but 
thoſe of ſincerity and chaſtity, oblige a 
woman to have a great care, not to en- 
ter into ſo near and indiffolnble a Rela- 
tion, vpon any grounds, that are not 
> liketolaſt as long as it (and confequent- 
ly, as our lives: And therefore,” a Wo- 
man that reſolves to be what ſhe ſhould 
be, when a wife, ought to deliberate 
much upon a Choice ſhe can probably 
make but once; and not needleſly ven- 
ture to embarque herſelf on a Sea ſo in- 
famous for frequent Shipwracks, only be- 
cauſe ſhe is offer'd a fine Ship to make 
the long Voyage with. But, continues 
the baſnful Virgin (not without ſome 
little diforder in her looks) ſince my dear 
Irene will needs make uſe of the privi- 
ledge ſhe has, to know more of my 
thoughts than I would diſcloſe to any o- 
ther perſon in the world ; our friend- 
ſhip prevails with me to tell her, that ii 
T1 were altogether at my own diſpoſal,  : 
and could be induc'd to admit ſuch a 
D 5 chaage 
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change of condition, as I have always 
been- averſe. from; I ſhould be more in- 
flueac'd in my choice by the ſhining Ver- 
tues and Extraordinary Services of Diay- 
mus, than by all the Advantages that ei- 
ther Titles, or Riches, or Diguities 
could give any of his Rivals. But, my 
Dear Irene (adds ſhe) we live in ſuch 
times, and I, for my own particular, 
am beſet with ſuch Circumſtances ; that 
*twere not only very unreaſonable, but 
wildly extravagant, for me to encreaſe 
my Commerce with the World. 

For, Irene, continues ſhe ,in my opinion, 
a Chriſtian does not deſerve to be happy, 
anda true one cannot think he is happy, 
whilſt the Church of Chriſt is miſerable : 
At leaſt, as far as outward Calamities can 


make it. When I ſee the Empire over- 


run - with Idolaters and Perſecutors ; 
when I ſee Raviſhers and Whores, ador'd 
in ſtately Temples, and the only Wor- 
ſhippersof the True God driven iuto Cor- 
ners, and purſu'd even thither; when I 
$7 ſee ſuch as God is pleas'd to 
Heb. 11. 38. declare the World not to be 
i | worthy of, treated by men as 
rſons not worthy to live in the World; 
ut daily expell'd out of it, with igno- 
miny and torments : When I ſay (adds 
Theodora with tears in her Eyes,) I * 
7 | | er 
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der the general Deſolation of the Church, 
and that I am like and willing to be, not 
a meer Spectator, but a ſuffering Actor, 
in this Tragedy; | cannot, in the midſt: 
of Her Sighs and Groans, liſten to the 
unſeaſonable "Complements of a Lover, 
think of reliſhing any Contentment, that 
deſcends not from a place too high for 
Perſecution to reach. In theſe Senti- 
ments, ſubjoyns ſhe, Il am warranted, by 
no leſs Authority than that of an Apoſtle; 
who, though not unfavourable to the 
Marriage State, diſadviſes thoſe women 
that are free, from entering into it, at 
leaſt during the preſent diſtreſs; though 
that were in his time, very much inferi- 
our to thoſe ſtraits we are now reduc'd 
to. Yet, Madam, ſays Irene, thoſe ex- 
preſſions of Friendſhip, that a Conjugal 
Relation invites, are not only made al- 
lowable by it, but commendable, and are 
as real duties of Piety, and Vertue, as 
divers of the more abſtracted Exerciſes of 
Religion. I do not contradict that, replies 
Theodor a, but look upon that very thing, 


as a diſſwaſive, from the ſtate of life, vou 


would recommend. For, if I could think 
fit, to enter into it, it ſhould be with a 
reſolution, to do all that becomes me in 
it. And in ſuch a calamitous Time as we 
live in, could not do that, without com- 
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[| ing far more than I now am, within the 
worlds reach; ſince I ſhould think it my 
duty, and perhaps be engag'd upon ano- 
ther account, ta have ſuch apprehenſions 
for a near friends danger, as my own 
would be uncapable of giving me. And 
the Contentment I now enjoy, in a diſ- 
poſition ta quit the world without re- 
gret, would be deſtroy'd, or at leaſt al- 
lay'd, by an uneafineſs to part with,what 
duty — inc lination wauld, perhaps, too 
much faſten me to. Here Vene was go- 
ing to interrupt her by an anſwer; when 
her fair friend prevented her, by thus 
continuing her diſcourſe: And to me it 
ſeems very conſiderable, that the Apoſtle 
ately mentioned, clearly enough inti- 
mates, that to perſcvere in a Virgin-State, 
in times of Perſecution, gives thoſe that 
Prefer it, the great advantage of ſerving 
God more undiſtractedly; and conſe- 
— of being more entirely and un- 
I ptedly imploy'd, in the direct 
Contemplation and Services, of an Ob- 
ject ſo Sublime that our mind cannot di- 
vert to another, without ſtooping to au 
inferiour one. And though it be true, 
that the duties of a Relation, may right» 
fully challenge a part of an engag'd per- 
ſons time and care; yet I ſee not why - ray 
That has no need, ſhould enter into a Re- 
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lation, that would make thoſe diſtraQ- 
ing Duties neceſſary. 

Though rens found it ſcarce poſſible 
to anſwer Theodora, Reaſons, yet her 
kindneſs to her abſent friend, made her 
uawilling to loſe the opportunity their 


privacy gave her, to make one attempt 


more in his. favour : Which ſhe did, by 
ſaying to his Excellent Miſtreſs ; But 
ſhall not the as faithful as unhappy Di- 
dymus, be allow'd to hope, ther it once 
thoſe diſmal Clouds that pour down 
ſhow'rs of Blood, ſhall be happily blown 
over, he * have a 8 ſhare in 
the publick J oy and Tranquility; that 
his Sufferings ſhall end with the Perſecu- 
tions of the Church; that thoſe fatal re- 
ſolutions, that are 1⁰ deſtructive to his 
happineſs, may ceaſe with their occaſion; 
that Theod oras Severity will not out live 
the Roman Cruelty;and thæ her heart will 
not be the laſt place, where the Empe- 
rours cruel Edicts will continue to have a 
tatal Operation. 

Alas trene, ſays Theodora, ſomewhat 
troubled to be ſo preſs'd; how unſeaſona- 
bly do you now diſcourſe to me, about 
things relating to a time, to which very 
probably my life will never reach. For, 
Subjoyns She, to deal clearly with you; 
Lam fo far from —— my ſelf, _ 


* 
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an Expectation of thoſe Halcyon days 1 
wiſh you may live to ſee, that I ſhall not 
be ſurpriz'd, if this day prove the laſt I 

fhall Spend in this World. And if before 

Night, I paſs thence into another ; where 

the frailty and Mortality, upon which 

Marriage was founded ceaſing, that con- 

dition of Life will have no Place ; but 

will be Succeeded by an Angelical State, 

where eur Friendſhips, as well as our 

Perſons, will be Transfigur'd, and made 
Incomparably more Perfect than they 
can be here below. b 


8 
— 


CHAP, v. 


" FR eodora had Scarce made an end of 


ſaying this, when her Converſa- 
tion with her fair Friend was Interrup- 
ted, by the notice that was give them of 
the arrival ofa Gentleman of their Reli- 
gion, who brought ſome News that it 
Concern'd them to know. This adver- 
tiſement ſoon brought back theſe two Ex- 
cellent Ladies to the reſt of the Compa- 
ny; to which this Intelligent and Inqui- 
ſitive Perſon was going to give an ac- 
count, which the Sadneſs of his Looks 
epar d them to find an unwelcom one. 
However; they liſten'd to him with 
| great 
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great attention, as well as Concern: 
and He, after a ſhort Preamble, briefly 
acquaiated them with ſome particulars, 
that will hereafter be more fully related. 
But that which he himſelf ſeem'd moſt 
movꝰ'd at the mention of, and which moſt 
affected his hearers, was this; That 
when the Preſident had notice of Theodo- 
ra's eſcape, though there wanted not 
ſome Generous Men, that endeavour'd 

by ſeveral Arguments to diſwade him 
from proſecuting her any further; Yet 


he was fo far from being prevail'd with, 


to Comply with ſo reaſonable a motion, 
that he ſolemaly Proteſted, that if ever 
he could get this Fugitive (as he was 
pleas'd to call, that admirable Perſon) 
once more into his power, he would ne- 
ver ſtrive again to reclaim her by the 
fear of Infamy (a thing which, faid he, 
 perceiv'd She deſpisꝰd) but by the ter- 
rour of death ; Suppoſing, as he added, 
that She would not fly from an Altar, to 
a Scaffold or a Stake; and reſolving, in 
cale She were inflexible, to Sacrifice her 
to the. indignation of thoſe Incens'd 
Deity's, She had ſo Obſtinately pro- 
vok'd. | 

The former part of this Diſcourſe, 
(hich related to Didymus, his Excellent 
Miſtreſs heard not, without ſuch inward 


Gommotions, 
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Commotions, that in Spight of the 
Calmneſs and reſervedneſs of her temper, 
they clearly enough diſclos'd themſelves 
in her face, by ſeveral Changes of Co- 
lour, which thoſe that had lately admir'd 
the greatneſs of her Courage, conld not 
but aſcribe to that of her concern for her 
diſtreſſed Lover. But when the Relator 
had cencluded that part of his Narra- 
tive, that directly regarded her ſelf, tho? 
it filfd all the Auditors with grief and 
terrour, Theodora ſeem'd to have gain'd 
a new life; Since in her looks, the viſi- 
ble tokens of a deep ſadneſs, were ſuc- 
ceeded by no leſs manifeſt Signs of joy, 
While the reſt of thoſe to whom the 
Melancholy account was given, were en- 
E  tertaining one another with the reflecti- 
ons they made upon it; rene having 
drawn her fair friend aſide, was impati- 
ent to learn the cauſe of that pleaſing 
change, ſhe had obſerv'd in her looks. 
Whilſt, anſwers Theodora, I was 
liſtening to the report of the Eminent 
Danger, which the Generous Diaymis 
was Expos'd to for my Sake, I could not 
but be Extreamly Troubled, to find m 
Self reſtrain'd from attempting his Rel- 
cue, by the manifeſt Danger, of being by 
the Barbarous Preſident ſent back'to the 


infamous place, whence your vertuous 
friend 
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frend had ventur'd fo much to free me: 
But now that the Judge, by a ſolemn 
Declaration, has tyed up his own. hands 
from tempting me, by ſo juſtifiablea fear 
+ as that of Iafamy ; *twas no wonder my 
Looks diſclos'd ſome Tokens of a joy, 
grounded upon ſo welcom an opportuni- 
ty to exerciſe my Gratitude without ha- 

zarding my Honour. | 
What Theodora faith Irene, as it were 
Thunder-ſtruck with this unexpected 
| anſwer; do you put /o {mall a value up- 
on that wonderful Deliverance, that 
ſcarce an hour ago you did ſo devoutly 
and deſervedly give Thanks for, that you 
will ſo ſoon ruſh into greater dangers, 
than thoſe that requir'd little leſs than a 
miracle to reſcue you from them ? 
I hope, replies calmly Theodora that I 
ſhall never forget, nor without a deep 
ſenſe remember, the admirable reſcue 
you ſpeak of. But I take the moſt graci- 
ous part of that Deliverance, to conſiſt 
in my being reſcu'd from Diſhanour ; 
and think it would be much leſs oblig- 
ing than it is, if it debar'd me from the 
ſureſt and directeſt ways to Glory; and 
it, to preſerve my external Purity, it did 
condemn me to Ingratitude, towards 
the meritorious Inſtrument of that Pre- 
ſervation, | 
Our 
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Our Lives, faith Irene, being truſted 
to us, as well as vouchſaf'd us, by God; 
are not ſo much at our own diſpoſal, that 
tis allowable for us to part with them, 
as we think fit: And *tis poſſible for us 
to abandon them, not only when we do 
directly and violently rid our ſelves of 
them, but when we do thoſe things, 
whoſenatural Conſequence is an untime- 
ly Death. 

I believe with you, ſaith Theodora, 
that our Lives are to be reckon'd among 
thoſe Goods that we are entruſted with, 


rather as Stewards than unaccountable 


Proprietors; and acknowledge too, that 
certain actions, that do rot directly, may 


But I do not think the care of our Lives 
is committed to us, as that of our Souls 
is, with ſo indiſpenſable an obligation to 
keep them; that it can never upon any 
terms whatſoever, be lawful for us to 
looſe them. For, I think L ife to be a Ta- 


banded and preſerv'd ; but is committed 
to us, not ſo much to keep ſafe, as to 


order to a condition better than it ſelf. 
And therefore, if Religion, or Vertue, 


cannot be perform'd without endanger- 
| iag 


yet criminally, tend to their deſtruction. 


tent, which is indeed to be carefully hus- 
negotiate with; and is entruſted to us in 


require any thing at our hands, which 
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ing, or even looſing our Lives, in that 
caſe to venture them, or to part with 
them, is a duty; and conſequently at 
leaſt a juſtifiable action: And this pur- 
ſues Theodora, I take to be my caſe; who 
am ſummon'd by Faithfulneſs to a juſt 
Promiſe, and by Gratitude to an extra- 
ordinary Benefactor, to endeavour the 
ſaving of an innocent Perſon, who is ac- 
cus'd on my account, and has brought 
himſelf into a great danger, only for 
having moſt obligingly Reſcu'd me from 
a greater. 

But what, replies Irene, if the attempt 
you deſign, is far more likely to deſtroy 
ou, than to ſave Didymus ? For the 

rbarous judge, is ſo much an Enemy 
to all Chriſtians. as ſuch, and ſo much. 
incens'd againſt You, for your Eſcape 
and Him for having been the Author o 
itz that the Cruelty of that inexorable 
man, will make him gladly deſtroy you 
both, as far as humane pow'r and rage 
can doit And fo, without preſerving 
to the Church of Antioch, one of its Or- 
nameats, you will deprive it of another, 
and a greater; by denying it the Influ- 
ence it might receive, by ſo laſting an 
1 a ep as may juſtly be ex- 
pected 1n a perſoa ſo pious, and fo young, 
s Theodor, "2 ©: Yon 
The 
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The Experience, anſwers Theodora, 
- that this very day has affarded me, for- 
bids me to diſtruſt Divine Providence; 
and keeps me from deſpairing to find my 
endeavours to reſcue your Kinſman, ſuc- 
cesful; if the Moſt Wiſe and Good, as 
well as Abſolute Diſpoſer of Events, 


| ſhall not think it leſs our advantage, to be 
repriv'd than crown'd. Without pre- 


ſuming therefore, to foreſee Events, 'tis 
my part to do what God has vouchſafed 
to put into my power: and 'tis not my 
duty to reſcue Didymus, but it is to at- 
tempt it; and thereby acquit my ſelf as 
far as I am able, of what 1 owe to my 


Promiſe, and my gratitude. If I had the 
vanity to think, adds ſhe, that in a per- 
ſon ot my Sex and Frailties, ſuch a church 
= as that of Antioch, could be much con- 


cern'd ; I ſhould think too, that the at- 
tempt I am about to make, were the belt 
way to make my life ſomewhat ſignifi - 
cant. For, whereas our heathen Adver- 
ſaries are ſo blinded with Prejudices, that 
they look upon all we do or ſuffer for 
Chriſtianity, as the effects of a kind of 
Superſtitious Frenzy, that ſeizes us, and 


ttranſports us, whenever the Articles of 


our Faith are contended for: My expo 
ſing my ſelf to their fury, rather than be 
wanting to the dictates of l 
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which they, as well as we, look on as a 
Moral Vertue, may help to convince 
them, that our love to Vertue is general, 
and more diſintereſted, than they thought 
it: Since Chriſtians can venture and part 
with their Lives, as well to ſhun Ingrati- 
tude, as to reſiſt Idolatry. | 
This gratitude, (replies rene) whoſe 
exceſs gives you and us, ſo much trouble, 
is a relative thing; and Benefits or Ser- 
vices receiv d, ought to be requited hy 
Mtions, that are acceptable to thoſe, they 
are delign'd to gratify ; but ſure, not by 
ſuch, as we know will be unwelcome to 
them. And therefore (continues ſhe) 
the faithfuleſt, and moſt diſintereſted of 
your Servants, will be far more unhap- 
py, than the Roman Cruelty can make 
him, F what he has done, doth not con- 
vince you, that he can never look upon 
any thing, as a favour or retribution to 
him, that ſhall deſtroy, or ſo much as 
endanger, his adored Miſtreſs. | 
| were very unworthy (Fejoyns Theo- 
dora) if did not think Didymus capable 
of the higheſt Sentiments thar{Wene- 
roſity and friendſhip can inſpire: But be 
is too juſt, to for bid thoſe he loves, to 
aſpire to {ome ſhare of thoſe noble Qua- 
lities; upon whoſe account, I am to con- 
ſider, not ſo much what his Vertue will 
reliſh, 


* 
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reliſh, as what his condition requires; 
there being a ſort of Debts,” to which 
mine to him belong, that ought to he the 
more carefully paid, the more frankly 
they are remitted. 

The ſorrowful Irene, being exceeding 
troubled, to ſee her endeavours unſuc- 
ceſsful, on an occaſion, upon which of 
all others, ſhe moſt wiſh'd to find them 
prevalent, was prompted by her grief, 
to bring her Eyes to the aſſiſtance of her 
Tongue; and weeping, ſaid to her in- 
flexible Miſtreſs; If, Madam, you will 
not have any compaſſion for the excel- 
lent Theodora, at leaſt take ſome pity u- 
on the diſconſolate Irene; and if her Ar- 
guments cannot move you, be not at leaſt 
inexorable to her Fears. You have (con- 
tinues ſhe) vouci-ſat'd me the honour of 
your Friendſhip, and the 3 of 

of your Converſation; and by both theſe 
bleſſings, have given me ſo much eſteem 
and kindneſs for ſo great a benefactor, 
that if you deny me, what I now implore, 
you will turn the nobleſt parts of my hap- 
pineſs upon Earth, into inſtruments of 
my Infelicity; ſince, in a World deprivid FF 
of Theodora, the deſolate Irene, will Lan- 
guiſh, rather than Live, it ſhe ſhould be 
able to ſurvive ſo great a [.ofs. | | 
- Theodora, whoſe Reſolution and good 
: | | Nature 


0 
t 


= 
4 


of Theodora. 67 
Nature were both of them extraordinary, 
though ſhe had courage enough to ſup- 
port calmly her own perſonal Sufferings, 
yet ſhe had tenderneſs enough to be very 
ſenſible of thoſe of her Friends. And the 
moving expreſſions of the ſorrowful Ve- 
| 4, together with the Tears that accom- 
pany'd them, made ſuch an impreſſion. 
on her, that thongh, having foreſeen 


this Storm, it did not ſurprize her, yet 
» Wit did much diſtreſs her, and let her ſee, 
how many uneaſie Victories ſhe was to 


gain, before ſhe could triumphantly com- 

1 pleat that days work. And though after 
Za ſhort, but ſharp, Conflict, between her 
kindneſs and her Reſolution, the latter 
of them prevail'd, yet, *twas not with- 

ſt out ſome Reluctancy and Commotion, 
that ſhe was able to return this Anſwer. 
Ah, dear Irene, do not exerciſe ſo much 
Cruelty your ſelf, whilſt you reproach 

ſe me for being Cruel; and do not add to 


m the great affliction of parting with ſuch 
„ a Friend as Vrene, that of ſeeing her ſo 
e, 


much troubled on my account, and of 
P- ſeeing my ſelf neceſſitated to the uneaſie 
oi 4 Task of denying a Requelt of .hers. If 
a what Iowe to my Religion, and to your 
EF generous Couſin, would ſuffer me upon 

any terms, to alter the Reſolves it promp- 
1 ted me to; the delaration of your deſire 
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to have me do it; would have made all 


the Arguments you employ'd to perſwade 
me to it, unneceſſary. Tis true, that a- 


mong Vertuous Friends, kindneſs may 


challenge much, but not to the prejudice 
of Conſcience and Reputation. I hope 
our Friendſhip 4s not, and am fure it 


ought not to be, barely a mutual foiid. 


neſs of two young Virgins; but that ver. 
tue had a greater ſhare in making and 
continuing it, than Sympathy and In- 
clination had. And 'tis but juſt, that 
a friendſhip, grounded chiefly upon Ver- 
tue, ſhould be govern'd and regulated by 
it. Permit me therefore (purſes ſhe) with 
that freedom and plainneſs, that our 
Friendſhip allows, to put you in mind, 
that in the ſtraits wherein Providence has 
now placed us, it calls upon us to conſi- 


der, not only that we are Friends, but, 
that we are Chriſtians too; who ought 7 


in reaſon, as well for our departing as 


our departed Friends, to liſten to the a- 
poſtle of us Gemiles, Who 

1 Theſs 4. 13. forbids us, upon the re- 
| moval of thoſe we love, to 
give xp. our ſelves to ſorrow, as thoſe that Þ 
| have no hope. Indeed, if we were Epicure- 
| ans, that believe the Soul as mortal, as 
the Body; or ſuch other Pagans, as bu- 
ry if the Graves of their Friends, the 
7 hopes, 
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hopes, or at leaſt the confidence, ot 
meeting them again: we could ſcarce too 
Þ bitterly deplore a Separation, that would 
certainly, or at leaſt for ought we knew, 
prove an Eternal one. But having, 
through the Goodneſs of God being em- 
Z bracers of the Goſpel, and enabled, though 
but imperfectly, yet ſincerely to live ac- 
N cording to its Dictates, and be ready to 
die for its defence; the ſame Grace may 
keep us from fearing, that the time of 
our ſeparation will be 1:ſting enough, to 
Z bear any conſiderable proportion to that 
Eternity, which will be allow'd vs to en- 
joy each others Company in. And give 
me leave to tell you, Vene, that ] cannot 
rejoyce at any expreſſions, even of your 
© kindneſs, that are injurious to your Piety, 
and bring your love of me, into a com- 
EX petition with that, which ought to be as 
t vaparallel'd as its Object is. They love 
s 4 Creature too much, that think it too 
good to be parted with, for the Creators . 
X ſervice. Tis a high injury to him, to 
think, we can loſe any thing for him, 
that he cannot make us a rich amends for. 
And I muſt not conceal my Opinion, that 
42 Chriſtian diſparages both himſelf and 
13 bis profeſſion, if he complains, that an 
los can make him unhappy, while he pol- 
he ſeſſes the favour of God, Wherefore, my 
S, | E dieeareſt 
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„ 


Friendſhip alleviate my Grief, by ſhe ing 
me how handſomly you bear yexr owr; and 
prefer, I beſeech you, upon this ſad occaſi- 
on, the exerciſe of the more generous, to 
that of the more tender, Effects ofKindneſs, 
Alas, Madam, ſays the diſtreſs'd rene, 
all the fine things you ſay to comfort me, 
produce in me, an Effect quite contrary 
to that you deſign by them; ſince they do 
but the more diſcover the Excellency 


and Kindneſs of the incomparable Per- 


= fon 1 am going to be depriv'd of; after 
whoſe company, I ſhall find that of the 
reſt of the World, too inſipid, ſo much 
- as to divert me: and therefore, if you 
will not grant me the Bleſſing of Living 
with you, at leaſt do not deny me the 
ſatisfaction of Dying with you. For, 


though Martyrdom be very formidable 


to a frail Woman, yet Heaven is more 
defirable to a Chriſtian ; and I ſhall not 
tear to take a Scaffold or a Stake in my 
Way, when I travel to ſuch a Place, as 
That, in ſuch Company as yours. 

You know (replies Theodora) as well as I, 
that our Religion commands us to ſuffer 
Martyrdom, when we are oblig'd to do 
it; but forbids us to thruſt our ſelves un- 
neceſſarily upon ſo fatal and difficult a 
work: The Apoltles themſelves, whoſe 
Nd wage, | peculiar 


1 
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peculiar Office it was, to be the Heralds 


and Champions of the Goſpel, were com- 


manded, when they were perſecuted in 
one City, to fly into another; and ac- 
cord ingly one of the moſt couragious of 
them, to avoid needleſs and unſeaſon- 


able dangers, fled to Jeru- 121165 

ſalem from Damaſcus ; At» 19. 25. 
though to do ſo, He was fain | 

to be let down from the wall of this Place 
in a Basket. And 'tis but reaſonable, we 

7 ſhould not, without a manifeſt Call of 


Providence, venture upon a Conflict, in 
which we do ſo mach depend upon ex- 


2 traordinary Aſſiſtances for the Victory, 


that the ſame bold Diſciple, that ſo confi= 


dently promis'd our Saviour, that He 
would die for Him, was in an hour or two, 
the firſt that renounc'd him. An inſpird 
Teacher, who was ambitious to be, as 
Hie afterwards prov'd a Martyr, reckons 
Fit to be the Gift of God, not only to Be- 
lieve in Chriſt, but to ſuffer for that Be- 
lief. If (continues She Jour Conditions were 
zexchang'd. and Irene, inſtead of me, were 
py Divine Providence ſingl'd out for Mar- 
Ftyrilom; I ſhonld not envy Her the Glo- 
ry, of letting many of both Religions fee, 
that Chriſtianity can elevate the 
rage of a Woman, to a degree that 
hink appropriated to Men. I would em- 
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ploy my Prayers rather to obtain of Hea- 
ven, a divine Support of Her Reſolution, 
than an inglorious Change of it. And 
imitating that well natur d //raelite, who, 
not only willingly but gladly, parted 
with his dear Eſter, when She went from 
Him to a Throne; I ſhould be more 
ſatisfied with Irene s Advancement, than 


with Her Company: And if I did not 


prefer Her Happineſs to my Own, it 
would be, becauſe indeed 1 ſhould look 
upon them ſo united, that I ſnould find 
Mine in Hers. Let me then (ſays Theodo- 
* yg) conjure you, by all our paſt and fu- 
ture Friendſhip, rather to congratulate, 


than lament, the Remove I am going to 
make. And be not troubled, that one 


whom you have been pleas'd ſo much to 


Love, iscalld to be early happy. In ſuch F- 
hazardous times as theſe, you know not 


how ſoon a Perſecutor's Sword may fend 


vou after Her. And at moſt, this Mor- 
tal Life is too ſhort, to let our Separati- 
on be very long. And in the mean time, 
the comfortable Expectation of an un- 
changeable ſtate, of whoſe Bleſſedn« fs * 
_ the renewed Fruition of each other, will 
make a Part, and not the greateſt nei- 
ther: may Conſole you for the abſence ' 
of a Perſon, that in the interim will be 
happy enough to wiſh You where She 27, 
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upon much juſter grounds than you can 


wiſh Her where She was. Let it then 
(concludes Theodora, with weeping eyes,) 


de a ſufficient proof of my Eſteem and 
Love of Vene, that I part from Her with 
Tears, when Jam going to a Place, where 
the Divine Oracles aſſure us, 


that all Tears ſhall be wip'd Rev. 7. 17. 


| from our Eyes, and be ſucceed- 


ed by a Fulneſs of Joy, that Mil. 16. 1 f. 


* ſhall laſt for evermore. Ir 


S 


CHAP. VI. =. 
Hough theſe Reaſonings were ſuth, 
as Irene knew not well how to an- 


9 


ſwer, yet, being uncapable of acquieſ- 
cing in any Diſcourſe, that inferr'd it to 
be her duty, to part with Theodera; ſhe 
reſolyv d to try; whether the perſwaſions 
ok the company (which ſhe knew, would 
he very forward to affiſt her} would nat 
be more prevalent, than hers had beeg; 
And that ſeem'd an accident very fries 
ly to her deſign, that juſt then happen'd, 


by the arrival of an intelligent Geatle- 
man, whom ſhe kad a while before em- 
ploy'd to learn News of her Friend; and 


# who, on that ſcore, had been a curious 


and heedful Spectator, of all that” had 
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paſs'd, at the preſidents, in relation to 
Didymys, and was come to bring Irene 
an account of it. To hear this, ſhe and 
her forrowful Friend were deſir'd to re- 


joyn the reſt of the company: To which, 
the high and juſt eſteem they all had of 
1 brave a Gentleman, as D:dymmns, gave 
an impatieat deſire to be inform'd of his 


Adventures. To ſatisſie this Curioſity, 


the Gentleman that was to do it, did, af- 


ter a ſhort pauſe, make them the fo .ow- 
ing Narrative. 

I I ſuppoſe this company needs not be 
informed by me, of what happen'd to 


the generous Diaymus, between the time, 
that the excellent Theodora was condemn'd 


to an infamous place, and that wherein 
he had the happineſs, of helping her to 
make an eſcape out of it. And therefore 


Without waſting any of that little time 


whereof, I fear, we may have but too 
great need, I ſhall proceed to inform 
Jou, that when this aſtoniſhment, oc- 
caſion'd by this Surprize, of finding a 
Young-man in the eſcap'd Virgins Room, 
was alittle over, and they had cloath'd 
Diaymus in a habit more decent, to ap- 

ear in, before a publick Aſlembly; they 


d him away to the judge: to Whom 


ſome of them related, maliciouſly enough, 


What had paſsd, earneſtly begging 
—_— juttice, 
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Juſtice of him, againſt a Perſon, who 
(they ſaid) could not but be a Chriſtian; 


and Who was not content, to be himſelf 
an Offender againſt the Laws, but had 


®Z dared to reſcue another Offender, from 
the Puniſhment” to which they had 
doom'd her. | 


* 
- 


Againſt this Charge, the undaunted - 
Didymus being ask'd, what Detence he 
had to make, addreſling himſelf to the 
judge, made this reſolute anſwer, I ſtand 
accus'd of a twofold Crime of being a 
Chriſtian, and of Theodora's Reſcue 2 And 


x though I cannot ſo ſoon have forgot, how 


heinous my Accuſers have endeavour'd to 
make them appear, yet, inſtead of deny- 


N ing either of them, I ſhall own, that I 


glory in both. . | 
As for Chriſtianity, in an Age, wheres 
in it is ſo cruelly Perſecuted, I would not 


have embraced the profeſſion, of it, hut 
that I was reſolv'd, if there were occaſi-- 


on, to ſuffer for it. And therefore I ſhalt 
neither deny what they call a Crime, nor 
make an Apology for it, nor deprecate 


any Infliction, (for ſo I call it, rather than 
Puniſhment, which ſtill ſuppoſes a fault) 


whereto it can expoſe me. Nor could 1, 
without being wanting to the duty of 
Humanity, retuſe my affiſtance, to pre- 
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Chaſtity, as the Savage deſigners of a 13 


Rape on Theodora, were going bar ba- 
rouſly to violate. And the inward ſatis- 
faction of having done what became me 
on ſuch occaſions, will ſupport me under 
any Sufferings, that ſhall be drawn upon 
me, but by my Loyalty to perſecuted 
Truth, and my compaſſion of diſtreſs'd 
Vertue. 1 | "Lb 

The experience I have had (anſwers 
the Preſident) of the effects of thoſe deſ- 


parate Errours, you miſcal Religion, 


makes me inclinable enough, to think, 
that you, as well as many others of your 
wild Set, have both Madneſs and Impie- 
ty enough, to put off the Apprehenſions, 
as well as the other common ſentiments, 
of Human Nature, and fear Death, as little 
as you do the Gods. But ſince you pre- 
tend to be more vertuous Men, and obe- 
dient Subjects, than others; pray tell me, 
what you can ſay, for your reſcuing a 
Malefactor, out of the hands of thoſe 
Miniſters of Juſtice, that were going to 


Execute the ſentence of Condemnation = 


3 upon her. 
I (replies D:dymus) the Sentence you 


ſpeak of, had doom'd her but to Death; 
though I ſhould moſt gladly have ſufter'd 
it in her ſtead, yet I bad deplor'd your 
Cruelty, without attempting to defeat it. 


But 


$ 
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But I confeſs, I could not without Indig- 
nation, as well as Grief, ſee ſuch a perſon 
as Theodora, who for her Beauty, Ver- 
tue, and other Perfections, is juſtly ad- 
mir'd by all that knew her, and look d 
upon as the honour of her Sex; moſt in- 
Jjuriouſty condemn'd to ſo infamous and 
Zbarbarous an uſage, as were unfit for the 
Zmeaneſt and deſpicableſt of Creatures, 
that belong to the Sex (whereof ſhe is the 


9 Ornament.) And conſidering with my 
ſelt, that Chaſtity in Women, and eſpe- 


=cially in Virgins, is ſo much a Vertue, 
and their right to preſerve it, ſo con- 


fes 'dly inherent, that all Nations agree, 


in aſcribing to them a right to defend it, 
without reſerve, againſt whoſoever" at- 
tempts to deprive them of; it I concluded; 
that to help a diſtreſſed Virgin to pre- 
* ſerve ſo acknowledg'd a right, was to 
defeat Raviſhers, rather than to oppoſe 
= Magiſtrates, and not commit a Crime, 
but hinder the accompliſhing of one. Nor 


could I think, that *twas agataſt the Ro- 


man Judges I acted, when I oppogd Per- 

ſons, whom their Savage delign made 
me look upon as the worſt ſort of Narba- 
ri ani And I did not doubt Sir (cons 
tinnes Hiaymus) that in your own Breaſt; 
when calmer thoughts ſhall come there, 
to ſueceed thoſe that lately poſſeſsd it. F 
2 E. 5 ſhall 


„s neu 
ee 
kept you from diſhonouring your ſelf as 


much, as the execution of your Sentence 7 
would have defiPd Theodora; and 


kept you innocent as to Act, from what 
would have made you Enemies for ever, 


not only of the fairet half of Mankind. 


but of all thoſe of our Sex, that retain 
= Sparks either of Vertue, or good Na- 

, F * 
If Theodora (replies the Preſident) were 
not a Beauty, and one ot your obſtinate 
Sect, I doubt you would never, for her 
fake, have adventur'd upon ſo deſperate 
an Attempt, as makes you, not more 
omen, than Obnoxious, to the 


1 1 ſee not, Sir rejoyns Diaymut) why 
it ſnould be a diſparagement to Theodo- 
rs Beauty, or to the impreſſions I have 
recei vid of it, that all that it has engaged 
me to do, has been, with the utmoſt 
hazard of my Life, To reſcue her Puri- 
ty, and deny my ſelf, in the firſt place, 
the advantages I endeavour'd to deprive 


needed not thoſe of her Face, to make 
meattempt to preſerve her. | have often 


uin Camps contended, not without ha- 


TLiund enough, with my victoriqſtz fellow- | 
2&6 Spldiers, to keep them: from a 
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ethers of. But the Charms of her Mind, 
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the Chaſtity of Captives, who had nei- 
ther Beauty to Captivate others, nor 


® any thing elſe to engage me in their Quar- 
rel, except their being innocent and di- 
ſtreſſed Women. But Theodora; ſettin 


her Beauty and Birth aſide, has been ſo 
eminent, for all the good Qualities and 
Excellencies that can accompliſh a Perſon 
of her Sex, and eſpecially, for her Cha- 
ſtity, that my Heart would have re- 
proach'd me for not prizing Vertue e- 
nough, if I had declin'd ſo happy an Op- 
pertunity, to expreſs the veneration I 
paid fo ſhining a one, as Hers, But (pur- 
ſues Diaymus) I would not by what I have 
ſaid, be thought to deny, that my Reli- 
gion had a ſhare in the attempt I made to 
ferve a Perſon, that did ſo much adorn - 
it, and was ſo loyal to it. The Chriſti- 
an Doctrine, among many other excel- 
teat things, that it preſcribes to its em- 
bracers, teaches them, that in ſome caſes, - 
among which others is compriz'd, they 
Ought to lay down tl eir Lives 3 

for ene another. But Sir 1 John, 3. 16. 
(congudes Didymus} you #5 

may be pleas'd to take notice, that what 


Lacted, was according to the Rules of 
it too. For I did not oppoſe the Exe- 


prion of your cruel Sentence, by force, 


nr 1 
but only prevented it by an innocent 


% » 


* " Stratager, 
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Stratagem, whereby my ends were ob- 
tain'd without Bloodſhed or Violence; 
no Mans Life having been ſo much as en- 
danger'd, except my own; which I ne- 
ver thought my ſelf bound to preſerve 7 
from any Danger, that Piety or Humani- 
ty ſummon'd me to undertake. | 

Though the Preſident could not but be 
ſenſible, that Dichmus had ſaid more for 
himſelf, than was expected; yet, that 
he might not be thought to be ſatisfied 
with the Defence of a Perſon, whom he 
meant to condemn, he told him; I do not 
think it ſtrange, that thoſe who dare 
call the very Worſhip of the Gods, Sper - 
ſtition and Idolatry, and that which all 
Men but your ſelves cl Impiety, Religi- 
en, ſhould ſtile Rebellion againſt the Ma- 


giftrate; Loyalty to the Truth. But 


ow induſtriouſly ſoever you ftrive, not 
only to cloak a Criminal action, but trans- 
form it into a Vertuous one; I can eaſily, 


through all its diſguiſes, perceive the 


diſobedience and refractorineſs to Civil 
Government, that is fo contagious, and 
fo ſpred among the embracers of your 
Set; that Princes have no other Way, 


but your Ruine, to ſecure their own 
Safety, which would be quickly endan- 
ger d, if your powers and numbers were 
half as great, as the diſloyalty of your 
 Prigciples and Practices. N 
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To be a Sufferer for my Religion (an- 


ſwers Didymus) is that, which I ſhall not 
ſo properly ſubmit to, with Reſignation, 
as Embrace, with Joy. But to find my 
Religion a ſufferer with me, if not for 


me; and to ſee Chriſtianity made a State 
Crime, while it ſeverely prohibits and 
2 condemns all Crimes, and none more ex- 
preſly, than diſobedience to the juſt com- 
mands of Magiſtrates; is that, which I 
= confeſs, do's not a little trouble me. And. 
therefore, Sir, I hope you will allow a 
= Perſon, that is much more concerned to 
keep his Religion than himſelf, from be- 


ing endanger'd by this Accuſation; to 


give you a righter apprehenſion, than 


' 25 | 


our Calumniators have done, of the in- 


. 


nccenteſt, as well as the trueſt, Re gion 


in the World. | 


Though for my part (continues Dich 
mus) I think, that the liberty of ſerving 


God, by ſuch ways as are not repugnant 
to the Light, or Laws of Nature, or the 
welfare of civil Societys, is the common 
right of Mankind, and cannot be denied 


Man, without Injuſtice ; yer I do not now 
plead for it: and you are more con- 
cern'd to look to that, than I. For if yon 
make me ſuffer, for the innocent uſe of 
that Right, which God and Nature have 
granted unto all men; I ſhall but under. 


n 
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go a Tranſient Puniſhment, but you will | 
expoſe your ſelf, to an Eternal, and 
(Which is worſe) to a deſerved one. No 


Perſons in the World, can pay more O- 
bedience to the Laws of their Superiqurs, 
than Chriſtians do. We that can ſhed 
the Enemies Blood, and hazard our own, 
as freely, and perhaps as ſuccesfully, as 
any Soldiers in your Armies, ſuffer you 
to ſhed ours, as tamely as any ſheep you 
have in your folds. And ſure, we are 
very unhappy, as well as you very incre- 
dulous, that thoſe Profeſſions of Loyalty 
and Obedience, that are not more viſibly 
written in our Books, than frequently 
ſign'd with our Blood, cannot gain Cre- 
dit with you; nor our death it ſelf con- 


vince you, when the wounds that we 


quietly ſuffer to pierce our Breaſts, would 


open. you Windows into our hearts, if 
ſome had not a greater mind to peirce 
them, than to know them, But the ſame 
jiuoſt care we have to obey Authority, what 
- rate ſoever the ſubmiſſions coſt us, for- 
© bids us to do thoſe things for the refuſal * 
whereof, Authority condemns us. For 
God being, as the only Creator, fo the 
Supreme Governor of man, his Laws are 
thoſe of the trueſt Supreme Authority: 
And Princes 8 Subjects, 


and but his Lieutenants upon Earth; tb 


decline 


+ 
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1 decline their commands, when ever they 


prove repugnant vato his, is not ſo much 


an Act of diſobedience to the Subordi- 
nate power, as of Loyalty to the ſupreme 
and univerſal Sovereign. And in ſuch 
# caſes we are no more Rebels againſt the 
Emperor, when we prefer the perfor- 


mance of Gods Laws, to a compliance 
with his, than we ſhould he, in caſe we 


* fhould diſobey the orders of the Gover- 
nour of the Province we live in, if they 
* ſhould prove repugnant to thoſe of Au. 
; ouſtus. And even in theſe caſes; if we 


cannot yield an AFzve obedience to the 


* commands of the Civil Sovereign, we do 
not refuſe him, the utmoſt we can con- 
* ſent to, which is Paſſive obedience: and 
when our conſciences permit us not to 
do thoſe to us unlawful things, that he 


commands, they enjoyn us to ſuffer un- 
reſiſtedly, whatever penalties he pleaſes 
to impoſe. And give me leave Sir, to 
add (ſo Diaymus continues) that we are 
ſo far, from making Religion a Cloak to 


} the purſuit of preſent advantages, that 
Jou daily ſee us renounce them all, and 


our lives to boot, to maintain our Loy- 
alty to our Maker, without hopes of be- 


ing recompens'd, but in another World; 


and even there we cannot expect any, but 
by the ſeatence of # Judge, whom. none 


can 


= 
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can either bribe or deceive, and who is 
more ſevere to crimes, than any Perſe- 
cutor on Earth can be, to Innocents. I 
will not tell you, purſues Didymus, that 
on the other ſide, the aſſurance we have 


of the ineſtimable rewards laid up in hea- | 


yen, for Loyalty to God and his Truths, 
and the internal applauſes of a good con- 
ſcience, are things of ſo elevating and 
ſatisfying a nature, that our Religion 
can make the hearts it pollefles, not on- 
Iy deteſt the Ambition of thoſe Subjects, 
that aſpire to Earthly Crowns, but per- 
haps, pitty the condition of thoſe Princes, 
that poſſeſs them. But I dare, Sir, a- 
vow, that the harmleſneſs of our Princi- 
ples, is not more legible in our Profeſſion 
than in our Practices and Sufferings. For 
the multitude of Chriſtians is ſo great, 
that in your Cities, your Coun- 
try, your Courts of Juſtice, Tertul. 
your Camps, and all places of 


pPublick Reſort, except your Temples, 


they are not only preſent, but gume- 
ous z J and your Enemies, as well as your 
Armies, haye been ſufficiently convinc'd, 
they know as well how to Kill, as Dye; 
ſo that *tis only becauſe we will not for- 
feit our Innocence, by a forbidden way 
of defending it, that we are expos'd to 
fach cruel Suffer ings for it. And I doubt 
1188 not 
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not but equitable Eſtimators of things 
will conclude, that our calmly ſubmitting 
to ſuch inhuman Uſages, ſufficiently 
ſnews, that we do not deſerve them. 
The Judge, diſcerning ſtil} more 
clearly, that his diſcourſes made much 
leſs impreſſions upon Didymus, than 
thoſe of Diaymus did upon the Hearers ; 
reſolv*d to break off this kind of Conver- 
ſation,-and with a ſtern Countenance, 
told the Priſoner, that *twas high time 
for him to remember, that he was a 
Judge, and nota Prieſt; and that there- 
fore, though his compaſſion had hither- 
to invited him to employ Perſuaſions, 
yet now their unſuccesfulneſs oblig'd him 
to declare poſitively, that he was fure 
the Gods, that he and the world worſhip'd, 
were the true ones; and that if Diay- 
mus did not forthwith, acknowledge them 
to be ſo, by Sacrificing to them, he 
ſhould quickly feel their power by being 
put to a death, his obſtinacy made him 
both deſerve, and appear fond of. 
Didymus, without ſeeming to be at all 
mov'd at this rough Language, calmly 
as well as reſolutely, reply'd. | 
Tho? Sir, lam molt ready, whenever 
lam call'd to it, to Suffer for my Religi- 
on, JE I would not be thought toexpoſe 
my ſelf, for an obſtinate Denial, to * 
and 


_ to deliver us from Error, and from 
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and conſider, what may be objected a- t 
gainit it. We Chriſtians, whatever wil- i { 
fulneſs may be miſimputed to us, are not f 
ſo fond of Sufterinzs, or of our own Con- 

ceits, as not to be more willing to have 
them brought to the Bar, than to be con- | 
demn'd there for them: And perſecuted 
Opinions are things, which, as we do 
not renounce, ſo we do not embrace, for 
their being ſuch. Nor are we fo blind 
and wilful, as to reject clear Arguments, 
that would both inſtruct us and reſcue 
us too, if any ſuch could be propos'd, by 
the Embracers of your Religion. | 

This I fay, Sir, continues Didym ut, 
not to contradict what you were ſaying, © 
of your being not a Prieſt but a judge; 
but to clear Conſtancy, from the impu- | 
tation of Obſtinacy, and declare, that if 
we could ſee Reaſons on your fide, fitted 


death, we would not be ſo mad, or ſo 
perverſe, as to chuſe rather to renounce 
Lite, than embrace Truth. But pardon 
me, Sir (ſubjoyns he) if I think, that though 7 1 
you are commiſſion'd by the Supreme 
Power, to bea Judge for Life and Death, 
yet you are not conſtituted by the Su- 
preme Verity, a Judge of Truth and 
Falſhood. And therefore, I take your 
owning, to worſhip many Gods 3 bj“ 
5 their 
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their very being many Deities, are 
ſufficiently proved not to be true ones; 
for a Declaration of yow Opinion, not a 
Demonſtration that it ought to be mine 
too; If you preſs us with Arguments, we 
are ready to anſwer yours, and offer you 
ours: But when inſtead of them, you 
3 employ Threats, we do not think it pro- 
per to argue againſt them, but to deſpiſe 
them; ſince *tis not our Reaſon that they 
Aſſault, but our Conſtancy. And there- 
fore, give me leave to tell you, Sir, con- 
cludes Diqy mus, that the Chriſt ian Religi- 
on can ſo fortifie and elevate the Mind, 
ws, and place it ſo much above the reach of 
g a Political Jurisdiction, that I ſhall ſuf- 
e fer your Sentence with far leſs trouble, 
a- than you will ſoon or late feel, at the 
if. F remembrance of your having pro- 
d. 7 nouncdit; and you will not find it in 
m the power of all your executed threats, 
ſo to ruine either my Conſtancy, or ſo much 
de as my Joy. 

n The Judge, enrag'd, to ſee his Power 
h F thus deſpis'd, and as he interpreted it, 
e aftronted, by a Friſoner declar'd, he 
1, would defer no longer than one hour 
- # (which ſpace he allow'd him to repent- 
d his Errors in,) to pronounce againſt 
r him the fatal Sentence, and commanded 
y F him to be immediately led to the place, 
r | where 
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where *twas to be executed; towards 
which he himſelf intended to follow 
at ſome diſtance: Whether it were to | 
feed his cruel Eyes with a Spectacle, ' 
whoſe tragicalneſs his revenge would 
make acceptable to him; or to prevent 
any Tumult or Diſorders, that the 
Courage of _— and the eſteem i 
and pity it had excited in the nume- C 
rous by-ſtanders, might poſlibly oc- 5 
caſion. Is 


„ 
i 
« 


* 


ds 
v 
0 
$ | 
d 
it | 
e | 
m 
_ 


- 
4 


* 
s 
o 


N 
- 


of Theodora. 89 


CHAP. VIL 


S ſoon as the Gentleman, that made 
the paſt Diſcourſe, had ended it, 


the juſt Idea it form'd in the minds of 


the hearers, and eſpecially of the two 
Ladies, of the ſingular Piety and heroick 


Courage of Didymas, made ſuch an im- 
preſſion on the grateful and compaſſionate 


Theodora, as exceedingly heightned her 


reſolution to reſcue him, if it were 


poſlible, ani haſtened her to begia im- 
mediately to attempt it. In order to 


which, having obſerv'd that the hearers 


7 liſten'd ſo attentively to what the Rela- 
tor ſaid, that they then minded nothing 


elſe, ſhe took that nick of time to with- 


draw herſelf ſilently, into another room; 
and by a pair of back ſtairs, convey'd her- 
ſelf out of the houſe : Whence by in- 
direct ways (for fear of being overtaken 


in the ſhorteſt,) ſhe went with as much 
2 haſt and gladneſs, to an almoſt certain 
death, as others are wont to ſhun and 
eſcape it with; leaving ene and her o- 


ther frieads, no leſs amaz'd than troubPd, 


when ſometime afterward, they per- 


ceiv'd her miſſing, and found all the dili- 
gence they employ/d ta retrieve her, 
fruitleſs. 
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fruitleſs. For, Theodora, fearing ſhe could 
not long eſcape the diligence of her 


Purſuers, vuleſs ſhe haſten'd to a place, 


where he juſtly thought they would not 

follow her; delay'd not to go directly 
towards the Company, that ſhe was told 
attended the Preſident, in the affairs that 
were tranſacting in his Court. Among 


theſe Attendants, ſhe had not ſtaid long, 
before ſhe diſcry*d her brave Lover, under 


a ſtrict and rude Guard; but with a look 
ſo manly, and ſo ſerene, as ſhew'd, that 
he deſer vd another uſage ; and was not 
in the leaſt daunted nor diſcompos'd by 
that he met with. This moving Sight, 
ſo affected the gener ous and compaſſionate 
Theodora, that tho' in ſo publick place 
and manner, ſhe could with leſs reluctancy 
dye for Didymus, than ſhe could plead 
for him; yet her gratitude ſurmounting 
her baſhfulneſs, after ſome conflict with- 
in herſelf, ſhe made towards the Tribu- 
nal; to which ſhe found a more eaſie paſ- 
ſage than ſhe expected. For, the advan- 
tagiouſneſs of her ſhape and ſtature, and 
gracefulneſs of her motions, eaſily pro- 
duc'd for her, ſuch Sentiments, in the 
admiring by-ſtanders, as made them 
with great reſpect, give her way, and 
let her, without diſturbance, paſs on to 
the Bar. She had but a very little while 
- ſtaid 
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ſtaid there, before the Preſident was 
mov'd, by the concourſe of thoſe whom 
Curioſity and Wonder invited to gaze 
on the fair ſtranger, to caſt his eyes on 
Her; and notwithſtanding the unlikeli- 
hood, that ſhe ſhould en there, without 
having been Forcibly brought thither; as 
ſoon as, out of reſpect to his Dignity, ſne 
had lifted up her Veil, he diſcern'd that 
it was ſhe, by a ſort of Beauty ſo pecu- 
liar, as was not eaſily either to be met 
with in others, or to be forgotten by 
any that had ever ſeen it. 

But, though the Judge were thus ſur- 
priz'd at her preſence, yet he little leſs 
admir'd her Courage than her Beauty, 
when, with a Face, wherein the Bluſhes 
of her Cheeks, and the Aſſuredneſs of 
her Looks, equally diſcover'd her Modeſty 
and her Fearleſneſs, ſhe told him: I 
know, Sir, that *tis a very unuſual thing, 
for a Perſon of my Sex and Religion, to 
come to this Place unſent for. But I hope 
you will be pleas'd to conſider, that, as 
the At: on is extraordinary, the Occaſion 
of it is ſo too. For both Juſtice, the V ir- 
tue that you fit here to diſtribute ; and 
Gratitude, founded upon the higheſt Ob- 
ligations, engage me to appear before 
you, on the behalf of that brave Priſoner, 
(at which words ſhe pointed at Didymus, ) 
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and preſent you the Object, on which you 
may inflict with Legal Juſtice, what 
you cannot make him ſuffer, without be- 
ing tax d of Cruelty. For ſuppoſing a 


Y Debt to be due to the Law, yet it would 


de more Severe than Juſt, to proſecute 
the Security, now the Principal offers to 
pay the Debt. He may well be look'd up- 
on as my Hoſtage, whom I now come to 
redeem : And tis not, Sir, your iutereſt, 
to decline the Exchange, ſince by it you 
will preſerve a Perſon, whoſe Courage, 
ingag'd by his Gratitude, may do ſignal 
Ser vice in the Roman Army. And ſince 
my Eſcape, was all his Crime, I beſeech 
you, let my ſurrender of wy ſelf, obtain 
his abſolution. N 
Here Theodora paus'd a while, partly 
to recover from the Diſorder, ſo unuſual 
and difficult an Effort of her Modeſty had 


00 her into; and partly, to obſerve the 


udges Countenance, upon his hearing 


| what ſhe had ſaid, and to take meaſures 


thence in what ſhe was further to ſpeak. 
The Preſident in the mean time continued 


- ſilent, whether the longer to hear the 


muſick of her Voice, or becauſe ſo many 
Charms, as nature had crouded in her 
Face, and ſo much ſadneſs, as her concern 


for her Lover had diſplay'd in her Looks, 


had ſomewhat mollify*d him,as they might 
8 | have 


/ 
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have done a Tiger. Whereupon the fair 
Suppliant, hoping that his not interrup- 
ting her, proceeded from ſome relenting, 
Thoughts, reſumes her Diſcourſe, in 
theſe terms. But if, Sir, to procure the 
diſmiſſion of this Gentleman, your Juſtice 
had need to be ſeconded by your Cle- 
mency, perhaps you never had, nor ne- 
ver will have, an Object whoſe merit 
may ſo well warrant the fulleſt Exerciſe 
of it. For his Life, ever ſince he bore 
Arms, has been imploy'd in the Service 
of his Princes, and fe rleſsly hazarded 
for their Greatneſs. And the Action for 
which he is now in trouble, is ſu-Heroick, 
and ſo diſintereſted an one of Courage 
and Compaſſion, that in it he could ſcarce 
have any other motive, thau the Great- 
neſs of his Gezeroſity, nor other End, than 
the Exerciſe of 1t. Nor need you fear, 


that your Clemency on this occaſion 


ſhould introduce a bad Example ; for this 
of Didymus is never like to be imitated, 
nor can be ſo, but by Per ſons too ver- 
tuous to be Delinquents. And if ſuch 
Actions be Criminal, at leaſt tis unlikely 
they will grow common Crimes. And 
here Theodora, perceiving, that the impa- 
tient Didymas (now come again to him- 
ſelt, atter the aſtoniſning ſurprize, this 
Adventure gave hi 80 was upon the point 
to 
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to interrupt her, ſhe thus prevents him. 
And you, brave Didymus, torbear to op- 
poſe the accompliſnment of my juſt De- 
ſires. The courſe that I now take, is the 
only that I could take, to evidence 
my Gratitude, and to let you ſee, that 

you have not exercis'd the nobleſt Acts 

-of Generoſity and Friendſhip, towards 

4 Perſon inſenſible of the Dictates of 
thoſe Vertues. I could not (continues ſhe) 
but he glad to be reſcu'd from the Igno- 
miny of a Rape, but I did not intcad to 
be robb'd of the Glory of Suffering for 
Chriſt ; which is alſo the only means left 
me to evince, that I Declin'd Diſhonor, 
and not Death, and never meant fo much 
to diſoblige the World, as for the ſake 
of an inſignificant Maid, to deprive it of 
one of the moſt generous of Men, You 
have left your ſelf but one way to en- 
creaſe your paſt favours, which is, to 
allow me the only real Expreflion I can 
make ot my ſenſe of them, and that in ſuch 
aà way, as can, at moſt, but make ſome 
little Diminution of them, without pre- 
tending to make a Retribution for them. 

therefore (concludes ſhe) you will com- 
_ Pleat the Obligation you have laid on me, 
by preſerving to me the Coronet of Vir- 
ginity,you mult not oppoſe my obtaining 
the Crown of Martyrdom. pets 
m_. : Dich mu 
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Didymus had need of all the Reſpect, 
that he paid his admirable Miſtreſs, to 
keep him thus long, from interrupting 
a Diſcourſe, that tended ſo little to his 
ſatisfaction; and therefore ſhe had no 
ſooner put a period to it, than (with a 
deep ſigh; he told her ; Ceaſe, Theodora, 
ceaſe, to plead for the continuance of 
Life,that you are almoſt as cruel to me, in 
thus indeavouring to preſerve, as you are, 
in thus hazarding your on. And if I durſt 
not hope for, from the Preſident, more than 
ſee I muſt on this occaſion, expect from 
You ; I ſhould think my ſelf as perfectly 
wretched, as (whatſoever your intenti- 
ons be) your proceedings are unkind, 
But I am confident, our unbyas'd Judge 
is too impartial, not to diſcern in your 
Diſcourſe, that the exceſs of your Good- 
neſs, has had the chief intereſt in the 
management of your Plea; the caſe a- 
bout which we differ, being in it ſelf ſo 
clear, that alone to ſtate it, is ſufficient to 
Plead it on wy Behalf. For I entic'd you 
to eſcape out of Priſon, and then, at my 
own peril, facilitated to you the means of 
doing ſo: You leave me behind, as a 
Pawn to the Laws, and theſe finding me 
in your room, make their great Miniſter, 
before whoſe Tribunal we ſtand, doom 
me, for your Offence, to the Death de- 
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fign'd for your Puniſhment: Which ſince 
F joyfully proffer my ſelf to ſuffer for 
von 3 or rather, ſince you ſuffer it in 
me your Proxy; the illuſtrious Preſidert 
is too well acquainted with his Office, to 
need to be told, that, at lea't in Equity 
the Suretys Payment diſcharges the 
Principal from the Debt; eſpecially, when 
he not only proffers the Payment, but 
moſt earneſtly deſires the acceptance 
of it, as a great advantage to him. | 
hope then, Great Sir, ſays he (turning 
-himſelf to the Preſident, with additional 
Reſpect to that he had ſhew'd him be- 


fore) that you will accept of my Life, in- 


ſtead of hers, who deſerves a long and 
Happy one; and that, when my Sentence 
of Condemnation ſhall be pronounc'd, 
and gladly acquieſc'd in, it may Free her, 
Jam Condemn'd for. The love of Self- 
reſervation 1s ſo natural, that it cannot 

made Capital, without affronting Na- 


ture, and puniſhing as well what Men 


are, as what the do : And the love of Pu- 
rity and Honour does ſo much become a 
Chaſt Virgin, that the natural conſe- 

uences of it are too Commendable to be 
It to be made Penal. *Tis I who hav- 
ing deſpis'd Dangers that I might eaſily 
have avoided, when *twas a Queſtion to 
do an illegal thing, do yet glory in the 
Ein Crime, 


A © Hm, - mm. % ˙‚ wood .ciDo. . t mm,, rere 


— a A „ MK wo 


25 Oo oÞ 


0-4 


of Theodora. 97 


Crime, chat am the juſt and proper Ob- 
ject of the rigour cf your Laws: And 
her Years are yet ſo tender, and her Diſ- 
poſition ſo innacent, that ſince, if ſne 
have err d, it was by my perſuaſions, if ſhe 
he to be puniſh'd, it ſnould be in my per- 
ſon. All that ſhe has ſince alledg'd to 
propriate my guilt, or involve herſelf in 
it, will, I hope, by a Roman Magiſtrate 
2 be look d on, as it is indeed, as an ar- 
© Wl gument of her generoſity, and not of her 
crime. And the Romans are too much 
1. friends to ga:;antry, to puniſh in a La- 
dy, that Vertue, that they applaud and 
crown even in Soldiers. | 
d. But now, continues Didymus, I mult 
'F addreſs my ſelf to you, O Theodora: And 
IE. muſt complain of, or atleaſt deplore, Ll 
A infelicity; that after I had done and fuf- 
OY ferd, all that I could, though 'twas 


2. much leſs than I would, for the preſer- 
en vation of ſo dear a Life as yours; you 
un come now to hazard it, to make mine 
e. end with ſorrow. But granting you 
* ſhould prevail, in the no leſs unwelcom 
than generous Attempt, you are pleasd 
1. to make; how cruel were you, to envy 
Ii me at once, the two higheſt Honours, 


* that my Ambition aſpir'd to; the Glory 
ne of Martyrdom, and that of Theodoras Re- 
e, cue? Had I as many lives as you have ver- 
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tues, I ſhould eſteem them all but a cheap 
ranſom for a fe hours of yours: So un- 
likely I am, and ought to be, to be ei- 
ther capable or deſirous, of being pre- 
ſerv'd by your ſuffering for my actions. 
And therefore, Madam, if you think my 
little Services deſerve ſome recompence; 
fince my higheſt contentments on earth, 
terminate in your happineſs, there is no 
other way left you to reward them, but 
the care of your own preſer vation: It be- 
ing the only return that I expect or dere 
of my Services, that you will not, by 
your inflexibleneſs, finally make them 
fruitleſs ; but be content to live for his 
fake, that will rejoyce to dye for yours. 

All the while this noble Diſpute laſted, 
the judge was, though not an uncon- 
cern'd, yet a ſilent Hearer of it: The 
ſtrange novelty of the conteſt, and no 
leſs extraordinary generoſity and grace- 
fulnefs of the Contenders, having given 
him an attention, that kept him from in- 
terrupting them. But when their de- 
bate had proceeded thus far; his ftern 
nature, whoſe actions had been but 
ſuſpended by his curioſity, - prompted 
him to tell the generous Couple; I know 
not what preſumption makes you plead, 
as if each of you were the others only 
Judge, and had the Supreme Authority 


- of 


ſions related to the Judges Dignity, * 
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of condemning or abſolving you; and 
were only an unconcern'd auditor, or 
at leaſt, ſate here to ratiſie the Sentence 
you ſhall-agree d pon, between your ſelves. 
But you will quickly find, to your colt, 
that the Roman Laws, and Magiſtrates, . 
are not to he trifled with. | 
Great Sir, replies Didymus, you much 
miſapprehend our Conduct, it you think 
your ſelf ſlighted by it: For, 'twas not 
want of reſpect to your Authority, and 
Power, that made us difconrie as we did; 
but a ſuppoſition, not injurious to you, 
that you would in the exerciſe of that 
Power, manifeſt that you deſerve it, by 
tempering it with two excellent vertues, 
that beſt hecome a Magiſtrate, Equity 
and Clemency. This preſumption, Sir, 
and not any diſteſpectful one, was that 
upon which we proceeded in our diſ- 
courſe; ſtill taking it for 1 that 
you would not puniſh two, for that which 
was indeed, but the fault of one; and 
that if either of us were, by the others 
conſent, to ſuſſer; your Equity, or your 
Clemency, would prevail with you, to 
releaſe the other. 

Though Didymus, had worded what 
he ſaid, fo cantiouſly, that a diſcerning 
hearer might perceive, that his expref- - 
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© this perſon; yet that ſelf-flattery, which is 


Hut too common an attendant on Men in 
Power, making the Preſident take all 
theſereſpectful words to himſelf, made 
him allow Dichmus, without interrupti- 


on, to proceed in his diſcourſe, and ſay; 


you will eaſily grant, Sir, that Goodneſs, 
wherxeof Clemency is a noble part may 
bring a Magiſtrate, who is Heavens 
Vice-gerent upon Earth, as high a Vene- 
ration as Power or Greatneſs does; if 
vou pleaſe to conſider, that thoſe of 
your Religion, when they would with 
the moſt deference ſpeak of God, give 
the Title of Aloſt Good the preference to 
that of Ae Great, ſtyling him, as the 
Chriſtians likewiſe often do, Deus Opti- 


mus maximus. Certainly, Clemency is 


never more a vertue, nor leſs grudg'd 
at by Juſtice, than when *tis exercas'd 
towards Vertuous Perſons, by reſcuing 


them from the perſecutions of Fortune, 


and theunintended rigour of the Laws. 
Lay unintenderl rigaur, ſays Didymus, for 
I cannot think that the Roman Legiſlators 
that have honor'd injur'd Chaitity fo 
much in Lucretia, and excourag'd Gal- 
lantry and other Vertues, by no leſs than 
Crowas and Iriumphs; meant to make 
the productions of Chaſtity, Conſtancy and 


, 


_ Gratitude, Criminal things. And, tho? 


Chriſiians. 
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Chriſtians dliſſent from others in matters 
of Religion, yet thoſe moral Vertues that 


vere ſo eſteem'd by the Romans, do not 
loſe their nature, when prafis'd by 


Chriſtians And thoſe brave men, whoſe 


love to Vertue made them Maſters of the 
World, did not ſeruple to honour it in 
their very Enemies; and did it ſo much, 
even in the molt irreconcilable of them, 
that more than one or two Statues of Han- 
'»1bal were erected at Rome; to - 
which Triumphant City 'tis per- Pliny: 
haps more glorious, to have thus 
honor'd him, than vanquiſh'd him. And 
ſure they that thought Lucretia Chaſtity 
merited ſo many Statues, would not 
thiuk Theodora s deſerv'd a Stake or a Scaf. 
fold. This Ladies actions and mine, are 
not ſo haiuous, but that in happier — 8 
ſons, and milder times, they have been 
look d on under a notion very differing 
from that of criminal ones. But Sir, con- 
tinues Didymus, addreſſing himſelf to the 
Preſident, in a very humble manner, if 
there muſt needs be offer'd up ſome ſa- 
crifice to appeaſe the angry Laws, I be- 
ſeech you to let their rigour be ſatisfſed 
with my Blood, and ſpare this harmleſs 
Lady; to whom, if your compaſſion be 
needful, 1 hope you will not want it for 
an object, whoſe Excellencies cannot only 
2 F 5 make 
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Make it reaſonable, but merito110ns. For 
it will preſerve to Antioch its faireſt Or- 
nament; and a Life ſo Exemplary, that 
to give it an untimely period, for acti- 
ons, which, being laudable in their own 
nature, nothing but a rigid interpreta- 
tion of the Law can make criminal, 
would be to make the Laws a terror, ra- 
ther to the good than to the wicked. It 
would be thought inhumane to treat her 
as a delinquent, whom you may juſtly 
wifh your daughters ſhould reſemble; 
when by the Grant of what I implore, 
For will be ſure to receive both the thinks 
of her Sex, and tbe applanſe of ours, and 
what out- values both, the ſatisfaction of 
having ſav'd and oblig'd one of the moſt 
admirable Perſons in the world. | 

.  Diaymns now perceiving, that the per- 
ſon he pleaded for, was preparing her- 
felf to interrupt him ; readdreſs'd him- 
{elf to her, and told her; do not, Ma- 
dam, I beſeech you, require of my obſe- 
quiouſneſs, proofs inconſiſtent with my 
love; and add not to my infelicity, by 
putting me in ſo uneaſie a condition, as 
to find it my duty to oppoſe your deſires : 
Ah! refuſe not to oblige the world, by 
preſerving the moſt accompliſh'd it can 
glory in; Deny me not the ſatisfaction, 
whereof I am {© ambitious, of being the 


him, and with a 1adneſs in his looks, 
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happy inſtrument of your deliverance; 

and then I may ſay, that I never could 
juſtly dye more ſeaſonably than now, 
when being at the height of all my joys, 
my longer life muſt of neceſſity give an 
ebb to my felicity; ſince after the Gloryj. 
of having fav'd Theodora, I hope for no 
higher on Earth, than that of dying 
for her. Then perceiving her ready to 
renew the Conteſt, he told her (with a 
low voice, that the judge might not hear 


which ſhe, that knew his Courage, could 
impute to nothing but his almoſt bound- 
leſ! concern for her;) Madam, though - 
the Preſidents impatience did not call up- 
on us to conclude. our Conteſt yet, my 


condition and reſolution, ought ta put a 


" Þ taſty period to it: For, Madam, I muſt : 


politively declare to you, that it would 
be as bootleſs as cruel, for you to thinx 
to protect my Life, by the abandoning 
of your own : Slice to owe a Lifeto that 
Cauſe, would make it not only uneaſie 
but inſupportable to me, and conſequent- 
ly unca pable of laſting. So that enjoyn- 
ing me to ſurvive you, would condemn. 
me to a Life, which aiter the loſs of 
yours, muſt be ſpent, if it could laſt, in 
fruitleſs deploring that Loſs. Forbear 


therefore, concludes he, I moſt earneſtly 


beſeeen 


A 
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beſeech you Madam, to exact ſudh proofs 
of my Obedience, that *tis as little in my 
power to give you, as it ought to be in 
your will to require them; ſince for Ni- 
ms to ſurvive Theodora, is as great an 
- Impoffibility, as it would be an unhap- 
pine. O admirable Conteſt ! where 
mme noble Antagoniſts did not ſtrive for 
Victory, bat Death, or endeavour'd to 
overcome each other, that the Victor 
might periſh for the Vanquiſh'd : Where 
4f-Jove, the moſt radical affection of 
an Nature, is ſacrific'd to a Love, e- 
el chaſt and diſintereſs d: And 
here Vertue makes each of the Conten- 
ders, ingeniouſly Solicitous to appear 
Criminal, that the Antagoniſt may be 
treated as innocent. How well does this 
proceeding prove that inſpir'd Sentence 
e; that Love ig Stronger than Death, 
fince in this Conflict, the generous Friends, 
are by the former, made Rivals for the 
latter? 
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CHAP. VIII. 


"THE afflicted: Virgin, to whom theſe 
moving things were ſaid, finding 


that ſhe ſhould but loſe her diſwaſions on 


Didymus, thought fit co addreſs herſelf 
once more, to the Preſident; and with 
humble Geſtures, accompany'd with 
Looks, and with a Voice, that would 
have ſoften'd any that were not invinci- 
bly Obdurate, ſhe told him; Though 
dir, the Arguments us'd by this Gentle» 
man, had far better prov'd than they have, 
that, of us two, he is the fitteſt perſon to 
be condemn'd; yet I hope, where. you 
Preſide with ſo much Authority, he will 
not fare the worſe for being generous; 
and that what he has done, will be more 

revalent with you, than what he has 

id. Ever ſince he was capable of be- 
ring Arms, he employ'd chem in the ſer- 
vice of the Emperors; and in their Camps 
chearfully follow'd the Roman Eagles, 
wherever they durſt fly: And after his 
having this day hazarded himſelf fo ge- 
nerouſly, out of compaſſion to a diſtreſsd 
Virgin; what examples of gallantry may 
ol expected from ſuch a Courage, en- 


gag'd by his Gratitude, when he ſhall 40 


. 
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for the acqueſt of Glory, and the Service 


of his Country? If. a guilty intention be 
neceſſary to make an action ſo, his will 
not be found to be Criminal; fince he did 
not intend the violation of any Law, but 


1 N to ſecond, what we are told to be, the 
daeeſiga of all juſt Laws; which is, to pro- 
ret the Innocent, and encourage Vertue; 


But if by a rigid interpretation of the 
Law,he may be brought within the reach 
of it; I hope his Miſdemeinor will not 
appear ſo great, but that your Clemency 
may allow him all that I beg for him, 
which is, that he may be permitted to 
repair a miſtake in the exerciſe of his ver- 
tue, by the continnation of thoſe Services 
in the Roman Army, wich will be far 
more uſeful to the publick than his death, 
in his preſent circumſtances, cam be. To 
this Theodora would perhaps have added, 


(though ſhe could ſcarce have done it, 


without ſome reluctancy from her mo- 
deſty) The things, Sir, that he has been 


pleagd to act and hazard for me; may per- 
ſuade you, that if, contrary tomy pray- 
ers and hopes, you ſhould deſign ſeverity 
towards him, you may more ſenſibly pu- 
niſn him, by my death, than by more 
immediate inflictions on himſelf. And 
is like ſhe would have enforc'd her ar- 
Zuments and intreaties, for à Perſon for 


whom 
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whom ſhe was ſo much and ſo juſtly con- 
cern'd, when the Preſident, vex'd to find 
that both of them ſo little valu'd Life, 
whoſe deprivatioa was the moſt formi- 
dable thing he could threaten them with, 
prevented her, by ſaying, with a ſtern 
countenance. No, I will hear no more, 
having heard but too much already: It 
does not become a Roman Magiſtrate, to 
ſuffer any longer with patience; that 
Priſoners and Criminals ſhould daringly 
diſobey the Laws, flight all their threats, 
and glory in their violation. What each 
of you has ſaid to prove himſelf guilty, 
affords abundant reaſcn to condemn you 
both. Wherefore, ſince you cannot 
agree among your ſelves, I will be your 
Umpire, and give both of you what each 
delires and merits. You, Obſtinate Maid, 
fays he, turning to Theodora, ſhall dye 
for having broken Priſon. You, Diſobe- 
dient Soldier, ſays he to Diaymus, ſhall 
dye for having perſuaded and. further'd 
her Eſcape. But to ſpecihe your chiefeſt 
Crime, than which there needs no other, 
nor can be a greater, you both ſhall dye 
becauſe you are Chriſtians, and conſe- 
quently Enemies to the Roman Emperors, 
and the Gods that made them ſo, 
This fatal Doom being pronounc'd,the: 
Judge order'd the condemn'd Priſoners. 
| tin, 
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to be taken aſide, and ſtrongly guarded, © 


till all things were in readineſs for their 
Execution : Which preparatives. he gave 
| order to haſten. Yet finding by the diſ- 
E contented looks, and confus'd murmurs, 
Hof the byſtanders, that the Charms and 
| Innocence of Theodora, and the Youth, 
Courage and Friendſhip, of both the no 
leſs generous than unfortunate Priſoners, 
made his Sentence be far leſs lik*d,than 


were the perſons and behavior of thoſe it 


bad paſs'd upon; declar'd, that whilſt he 


was diſpatching other publick buſinels, 


he permitted any that ſhould have Chari- 


ty enough to make a hopeleſs Attempt, 


to endeavour to convert thoſe obſtinate 


miſcreants: Adding withal an intimation, 


that even they might ſpeed in their ſuit, if 
they would ſeafonahly, with incenfe in 
their hands, flee to the Altars of the Gods, 
and humbly implore of Them, Pardon 
and Safety. 
Donper to have their conſtancy aſſavited 
by Infidels, ambitious of making ſuch il- 


laſtrious Perſons Profelytes, ſo it gave 


them the welcom ek wiel of inter- 
changing ſome diſcourſe 


ther. | 
_ Theſe Conferences were begun by Di- 


This reſpite, as it expos'd the generous 


with one ano- 
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of final Separation from his admirable 
Miſtreſs, could not forbear feeling in him- 
ſelf ſuch diſorders, as on all other ſad oc- 
caſions, his great Courage had kept him 
from reſenting. And this unuſual com- 
motiou of mind, was uneaſie enough to 
oblige him to ſay, to the fair Perſon that 
occalion'd it; Though, Madam, the mi- 
litary courſe of life I have with ſome for- 
wardneſs purſu'd, has accuſtom'd me to 
meet Death in variety of formidable 
Shapes and Dreſſes, without being diſ- 
compos'd by it; yet when I ſee the world 
going to be rob'd of its nobleſt Ornament, 
and my ſelf to be depriv'd of the perſon 
| moſt love and admire.ia it; and when 
i ſee this matchleſs Perſon ready to be ra- 
vid a rom us, both in the flower of her 
age, and by the infamous hand of an Exe - 
ecutioner ; I think it were rather ſtupid · 
neſs not to be afflicted, than any weak - 
neſs to be deeply ſo. 

[| was,anſwer'd Theodora, ſo fully ſatis- 
fy'd before, of your Friendſhip and Com- 
paſſion; that this new grief of yours, as 
tis a very needleſs proof of them, ſo tis 
a very nnwelcom one. For, if I were to 
allow any thing to grieve me, when l am 
entring into the fulneſs of Foy, it ought 
to be, that 1 find your good n ture ren- 
ders this ſeemingly diſtreſs'd _— 
0 
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of mine very uncaſie to You ; which 
through Gods aſſiſtance, is very little ſo 
to me; and yet will be leſs ſo, if con- 
Eratulating rather than deploring our 
Martyrdom, you will eaſe me of the juſt- 
eft and greateſt part of my Grief, that con- 
fiſts in being unhappily acceſſory to 
yours, and ſeeing you needleſly troubFd 
at mine. That circumſtance, adds ſhe, 
of my death, which I perceive much afflicts 
you, might in my opinion more juſtly leſ- 
ſen, than aggravate your Sorrow. For, 
look upon it rather as a Favour, than 
an Infelicity, that I am early remov'd out 
of the World, where l ſee, and ſuffer, and 
(which is worſt of all) do, fo much II. 
To be early reſcu'd trom the Snares of a 


| Dangerous and Perſecuting Age, and 


preſer vd from the Evil to co me, is rather 
a Privilege, than a Calamity, to thoſe 
that are duly ſenſible, as I deſire to be, 
that one can never arrive unſeaſonably 
at Heaveo, nor be too early happy. And, 
in this perſuaſion (continues Theodora,) I 
am confirm'd by conſidering, that the 
Firſt of thoſe who are recorded to have te- 


ligiouſly deceas'd, in the old Teſtament, 


and in the new, juſt Abel, and John the 
Baptiſt; both of them dy'd young, and 
periſh*'d by the hands of thoſe that Per ſe- 
cuted them for their Piety. And even 

that 
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that ſpotleſs Lamb of God who did ne fin, 
but by his Satisfaction, Precepts, and Ex- 
ample, rakes away the ſin of the Nerld; 
was ſacrific'd almoft in the flow'r of his 
Age: So little is it an unhappineſs, or a 
mark of Gods disfavour, to eſcape the 
toyles and dangers of a troubleſome Na- 
vigation, by being early, though by a 
boiſterous Wind, blown into the Port. 
And, if it could become a Woman to en- 
courage a Heroe, I ſhould exhort both 
you and my ſelf too, generous Didymus, 
(continues ſhe) to entertain our preſent 
Condition with Sentiments becoming 
Chriſtians. And, as it does not trouble 
me directly, ſo it ought not to trouble you 
upon the ſcore of ſympathy ; that I am ſe- 
cur'd from the hazards and inconveniens 
cies of Age: But be pleas'd to make uſe 
of that Courage, now at the end of your 
days, that you have conſtantly expreſs'd 
in the courſe of your life. And, do not, 
| beſeech you, repine, either that you or 
I, is to tall by the hand of an Executioner. 
For that ſeeming, and but ſeeming Igno- 
miny, was the lot both of our Saviour's 
immediate Harbinger, and of our Saviour 
himſelt. And, when we coniider for 
whom, and for what we ſuffer, we may 
find reaſon enough to aſſume the ſenti- 


wents of the Apoltles, who, after having 
been 
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been miſus'd by the Jewiſh Council, wen 


from their preſence rejoycing that 

Acts 5.41. they had been thought worthy to 
| Suffer for His name; for whom 
we are going to ſuffer and the like things. 
For, Didymus, Gods gracious Providence 
has not left us to periſh, by ling'ring or 
tormenting Sickneſs, or troubleſom Old 


Age; nor yet for ſome common Cauſe, or 


ſome unimportant End. But all in our 
fate is noble: And what to others is meer 
Death, a debt due to Nature, or the pu- 
niſnment of Sin, to us is Martyrdom, the 


nobleſt act of Chriſtianity, and ſhorteſt 


way to Everlaſting Glory. 
A Diſcourſe that reliſh'd ſo much more 
of a Martyr than of a Virgin, gave Diay- 


mus a riſe to continue a Conyerſation, by 


which he found himſelf as well aſſiſted, as 
charmꝭd; and therefore obſerving the ſe- 
reuity of his Miſtreſſes looks, to be little 
inferiour to the beauty of her face, and 


remembring what inſtances the had that 


day given of an altogether extraordinary 
Piety and Courage; was, by the ſenti- 
ments theſe reflections produc'd in him, 
prompted to tell her: I ſhould be juſtly 


inconſolable, Madam, to fee my felf and 
the world, upon the point of being de- 
priv'd of ſo admirable a Perſon, as Theo- 


dora has, by this days various Tryals, ma- 


nifeſted 
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nifeſted Her ſelf tobe; if I were not con- 
ident, that my Loſs will be as ſhort as 
great; and that in the State we are now 
entring upon, I ſhall be allow'd what ap- 
proaching Death will deny me in this, and 
ſhall find in Heaven the endeariag happi- 
neſs of converſing with Her more freely, 
than our Perſecutioas and Her Reſerved- 
neſs would here permit. For Madam, 
(continues He) I am Friend enough to my 
own Felicity, to believe aſſuredly, that 
thoſe who all be happy enough to meet 
in Heaven, will know one another there, 
and have their joys hightned by the re- 
membrance of wh.t paſt between them 
upon Earth. For in the bleſt State we 
are haſtening to, our Faculties, and con- 
ſequently our memory, will not only be 
gratify'd with Suitable Objects, but be 
improv'd by ealarg'd Capacities. And 
even in a condition ſhort of that we this 
day expect; mens knowledge has been 
advanc'd, at leaſt as much as is neceſſary 
for our knowing one another, without 
the helps that are ordinarily requiſite to 


make us do ſo. As ſoon as ever Adam 


ſaw Eve, he could confideatly ſay of her, 
that ſhe was bone of his bone, and fleſh of his 


fleſh. When Noah awak'd from his Sleep, 
he could tell that during his fleep, his 


younger Son had behav'd himſelf irreve- 
28 by reatly 
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rently towards him. When our Saviour 


was transfigur'd on M. Tabour, the three 


chos'n diſciples that attended 

Mat.11.4. him preſently knew Moſes and 
Luk. 9. 31. Elias, whom they had never 
ſeen before, in ſpite of the Dif. 
guiſe that the Glory they aprear'd in put 
upon them. St. Paul tells his 

1 Theſ. 2. Theſſalonians, they ſhall be his 


19, 20. joy and crown, before their 


common Lord at h's appea- 
ring: To the truth of which it ſeems 
requiſite, that both the Preachers and the 
Converts ſhall be quickly known at that 
great appearance, and Aſſembly of the firſt 
born, whoſe names are written in Heaven; 
and conſequently, that men there ſhall 
know one another. Our Divine Redee- 


mer, continues Dichmus, teaches us, that 


there is Joy in the preſence of the holy 
Angels over a repenting Sinner; which 
argues, that whether they know of his 
Converlion in a more intuitive way, or 
by the information of thoſe Angels, that 
are ſometimes ſent to this lower world 
about human affairs, they yet have a 
knowledge of particular perſons, and 
take notice of particular things that con- 
cern them. And, which makes exceed- 
ingly for my preſent purpoſe, he elſe 
where introduces Abraham in Paradice, 

calling 
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alling upon the uncharitable Rich Man, 
o remember what his own and Lars 
iferinz States had been upon Earth: 
and, w hich is yet more, to ſtiew, that even in 
the place of utter Darknefs and Torment, 
e Memory of paſt things and perſons is 
not obliterated ; the Rich Man is intro- 
duc'd, as remembring not only Lazarus, 
hut his own five Brothers, and their dan- 
gerous Condition. 

The pauſe that Pidymms made, after 
theſe words, invited Theodora to tell him: 
Since, generons Pidy us, J have obſerv'd 
our ſoudeft Teachers to be of differing, 
opinious ab2nt the Subject of your Dif- 
courſe, and that they do not look upon 
it as an Article of Faith, either that the 
Bleſſed do, or that they do not, know 
one another in Hea: en; [pr eſume 1 may 
be allow'*d to think,that if they do (which 
| know is the moſt recetv'd Opinion) they 
do it in likelihood with cther ſeatiments 
than we commonly imagine. Far, when 
the beloved Diſciple teaches, that,though 
we be here the Children of God, it does not 
yet appear what we ſha# be; and adds only 
in general, that, when our Saviour, or that 
Bleſs'd State, hal be manifeſted, we (hall 
be like Him: When, I ſay, I reflect on 
this, and ſome things of the ſame import; 
I am prone to fear,that we judge too much 

of 
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of our future glorious State, by wrong 
meaſures, takea from our preſent frail 
and mean Condition. And I am apt to 
think, that we muſt ſtay till we come to 
Heaven, before we ſhall frame Ideas ſui- 
table to the Prerogatives of its Bleſs In- 


habitants. I think our Notions will then 


be rais'd, as well as our Duſt, and our 
Love, and other Affections, will be trans- 
figur'd, {4s well as our Bodies. If we know 
one another, though our mutual Love 


may perhaps be greater than it ever was * 


on Earth, yet it will not be upon the for- 
mer Accounts ; but will be as wel] better 


grounded, as better regulated. That ex- 


ternal Beauty, purſues the fair Speaker, 
that here is ſo much doted on and over- 
valued, will there be found ſo much in- 
feriour to that of every Glority'd Body, 
that the dificrence and degrees of it will 
be very inconliderable, and unable to 
make differing impreſſions on thoſe that 
ſhall remember them: As the refulgent 
ſplendor of the Sun obſcures all the Stars, 
and keeps our eyes from being any more 
affected by the greateſt and brighteſt, than 
by any of the reſt. So that our kindneſs 


to one another will be very little groun- 


ded upon External Qualities, which will 

there affect us far leſs, than our being 
nearly related to our common Lord ; gur 
= reſemblance 
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reſemblance to whom will he the chief, as 2 | 
well as juſteſt Ground of our mutual | 


eſteem and affection. When Children 
of the ſame Parents have been early par- 


ted, and long bred in diſtant places; 


though when they are grown men and 
women, they chance to meet again, tis 
obſerv'd, that at firſt they know not one 
another any more than m. 1 Krangers: 

and when they are inforr eir Re- 
lation, 'tis not the little accidents that 


happen'd to them at play; nor fome fea- 


tures, that perhaps pleas'd one of them 
in the others Face, but are now very much 
chang'd by Time and Growth; that pro- 
duce their new kindneſs; but the Know- 
ledge that they are Children of the ſame 
father, and their finding in each other 
perſonal qualities, fit to adorn their pre- 
ſent State, and thereby , to challenge 
kindneſs and eſteem. And if ſome years 
abſence can produce ſo great a Change, 
as to make our neareſt Relations unknow- 
able by us; and make us look with pity, 
oa the fondneſſes that trifles produc'd in 
us in our infancy : What Changes, may 
we think, muſt be made on thoſe that con- 
yvers'd together upon Earth, when after 
numerous ages, they ſhall meet in Hea- 
ven, wich minds as much chang'd and 


improv'd' as their bodies will then be? © 
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Shall we not by the grounds of a vertu- 
- ous Complacency, be more affected and 
united, than we are now by natural Re- 
lations, or by external Beauty; and thoſe 
other trifſes that here produce the great- 
RR. 


” 


But Theodora (anſwers. the ſurpriz'd 


Didymns) can you be fo rigid as to think, 


that pure and vertuous Affections cannot 
be admitted into Heaven; ſince the Scrip- 


ture. informs us, that not only Joy and 


Deſire are to be found even among the 
Angels, (who are ſaid to rejoyce at a 
ſinner's Converſion, and deſire to pry in- 


to the Myſteries of our Religion) but Care 


and Actings for oppoſite Ends; (as when 
the Angel of Perſia withſtood 


Dan, 10.13. Michael, and the Angel that 


talk'd to Daniel.) 

I do not abſolutely deny, Theodora re- 
plies, that the Bleſſed know one another 
in Heaven. And, ſays ſhe, with a light 

change of colour, I am ſo far inclin'd to 
believe it is true, as, for Didymus's ſake, 
to wiſh it ſo. But, as Ilately told you, 1 
am not apt to think, the Sentiments oc- 
caſion'd by that knowledge, will be ſuch 
as moſt men imagine. Beſides thoſe Rea- 
ſons that you have ingeniouſly laid toge- 


ther, I think your perſuaſion of the Saints 


mutual knowledge the more probable, be- 
EO cauſe 
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cauſe it ſeems not readily conceivable, ho- 
at the great Day of Judgment, the Ju- 
ſtice of God, in rewarding and puniſhing 
particular Vertues and Crimes, can be 
manifeſted to the world, without diſco- 
vering the Perſons by whom they were 
perform'd : Since Perſonal Circumſtances 
do very much alter the nature of moral 
Actions. And ſince the happy, reſidents, 
in heav'n, will have an eternity allow'd 
them to converſe with one another in; 
it ſeems highly probable, that in their 
various Conferences, they will meet with, 
at leaſt ſometime or other, occaſions, that 
by leſs fagacity then their enlightned 
minds will then be endow'd with, may be 
improv'd to the diſcovery of the Perſons 
they were formerly acquainted with. But 
on the other ſide (continues Theodora) we 
ſhall have ſuch noble and charming Enter. 
tainments to employ our attention,as will 
engroſs it from the little and deſpicable 
Objects, (as we ſhall then think them) 
that now amuſe or buſie us; as when we 
behold ſuch a pompous Solemnity as a 
Roman Triumph, the variety of ſplendid 
and magnificen* Objects, that Succeſſively 
preſent them{etves to our view, make us 
ſo intent upon thoſe ſurprizing Spectacles, 
that even the neareſt and deareſt Relati- 
ons, though perhaps gazing at the ſame 
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Sieht, but of the ſame windows, are apt 


to forget one auether. And (continues 
=_ even when the Saints actually know 
and remember one another, they may 
love and converſe, upon terms very dit- 
fering from thoſe, that were ſuitable to 
their mortal Condition. ves, Didyn as, 
(adds ſne) As there will be no ſuch diffe- 
rence of Ages and Sexes, iu Heaven, as 
there are on Earth; ſince all all there 
de lie the Angels, and have Bedies con- 
form d to the Glorious Body of their Ro- 
deemer: So, the Rational Friendſhips, 
that will be praQis'd in that happy Flace, 
will receive their meaſures from the new 
and perſonal Excellencies of the Friends; 
from their being Rivals in the love of 
God; and from their differing degrees 
of reſemblance to Him, that is the Brighi- 
meſs of his Glory, and the expreſs Image of 
His Perſon. But, concludes Theedora,we 
need not ſpend more time in diſcout ling 
cohuſecturally about Queſtions, wherein 
the Change, we are now going tv make, 
will ſoon bring us to be reſolv'd. And 
in the mean time, we may well reſt ſatis- 
fyd, with this aſſurance, That, ſince Hea- 
ven is a Place, or State, where we ſhall 
be Bleſs'd with the Fulneſs of Joy; 
to know and converſe with each other, 
will be there found, either” a 
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our Felicity, or not neceſſary to it. 


GH AP., .EX.. 


V T Hilſt Diaymus and his excel- 
lent Miſtreſs, ſtood waiting, 
till the infamous Miniſters of the Preſi- 
dents Cruelty, had prepar'd all things re- 
quiſite to the Execution of his barbarous 
Sentence; among thoſe many Roman 
Soldiers that were aſſembled there, to be 
ſpectators of the approachiag Tragedy, 
an Officer, whom his own Gallantry had 
ftrongly inclin'd ſo ſympathize with a 
Perſon, in whom he ſaw that Quality ſo 
Eminent, thought himſelf oblig'd to at- 
tempt the diſwading him, from perſiſting 
in ſo fatal a Reſolution as he had taken. 
Wheretore, approaching our Martyr, . 
with very obliging looks and geſtures, 
and drawing him aſide, The Gods, ſays 
he, can bear me witneſs, generous 
Youth, that 'tis not without ſome a- 
mazemeut, and more trouble, than a- 
ny affliction of my own has been wont to 
give me, that I ſee the Poſſeſſor of fo + 
much Gallantry, upon the point to be 
deſtroy'd by an unhappy Conſtancy, 
which, though in other caſes a vertue, 
muſt, being exercis'd againſt the Gods, 
TRE G:3-. become 


122 The Martyrdom 
become a Crime. And therefore, I can- 


not but ardently wiſh, that after having 


ſhewn ſo much Paticace aud Courage, 
you would at length expreſs your Pru- 
dence too, by letting your ſelf be per- 
aded to a Compliance, that may reſ- 
cue you at once from Impiety and from 


Death. 


An advice, anſwers Didymus, that is 


propos d with ſo much kindneſs and ci- 


Vility, and yet preſs'd but by ſuch un- 


Fatisfying Reaſons, does juſtly deſerve my 
thanks for it, but not my compliance 


with it. For the Argument you bring a- 


gainſt my Conſtancy to the Truth, is on- 
Jy, that my per ſiſt ing in it will coſt me 


my Life; which is a proof indeed, that 
the Religion I profeſs, will lead me into 
Daypger, but none at all, that it has milled 


me into Error. 


Tis altogether extrinſick and acciden- 
tal to a Religions being true or falſe, 


that its Embracers happen to be en- 
courag'd by Preferments, or expos'd to 
Perſecutions. Fear is but an ill Counſel- 
lor in matters of Religion, unleſs it be 
the fear of chuſing a bad one, or living 
unworthy of a good one. He deſerves 
not the Bleſſing of having made a good 
choice among Religions, that dog more 


ſeek in his choice, the Concernments of 


his 
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his Life, than of his Soul. And as tis 
only for ts being the true one, that we 
ſhould make choice of our Religion: 80 
having once choſen it, nothing ſhould 
make us deſert it, but a conviction of its 
being erroneous, and conſequently of its 
wanting that Truth, whoſe appearance 
made us embrace it. If therefore, you 
can ſnew me, that the Chriſtian Religion 
is falſe, or that yours is better; am not 
ſo in love with wandring, as to go on in 
a wrong way, becauſe 1 once have, by 
weakneſs or misfortune, been mitted into 
it. But if your Arguments be but me- 
naces, Or any thing that is of that fant, 
which can only manifeſt, that the power 
is on your ſide, but do not at all-evince, 
that the truth is not on mine; I muſt 
look upon what you urge, as not de- 
ſerving to be comply'd with, but con- 
temn'd, And if it were not my cuſtom ne- 
ver to take any thing ill, that I think is 
meaut well, I ſhonld eſteem my ſelf not a 
little injur'd, by the argument you em- 
ploy to make me abandon Chriſtianity. 
Since, if a perſon leſs civil and gallant- 
had made uſe of it, I ſhould conclude, 
that he muſt ſuppoſe me a Coward, to 
hope, by. ſuch perſwaſions to make a 
Proſelyte. And though I were leſs af- 
ſur'ꝗ than I am, of the Truth of the Re- 
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ligion I have always own'd ; yet would! 
Not for all the world; on this occaſion, 
by profeſſing yours, deſert it: Leaſt by 
* forſaking it, when 1 am threaten'd for 
ſticking to it; 1 ſhould procur my ſelf 
-_  aduquieting temptation to ſuſpect, that 
Idid not deal ſincerely and impartially 
in chuſing a Religion; ſince I made 
choice of one, that I judg'd not worthy 
to be dy'd for. F | 
Lou miſtake my intentions, Generous 
Diaymus, replies the Roman, it you think 


Il pretended to fright you into Apoſtacy: 


my Vertue would as little allow me to 
have fo unworthy - a deſign, as your 
Courage would permit a hope, that it 


mould be ſuccesful. - But looking upon my 


felf; as having made a right choice in that 
worſhip' of the Gods, I make profeſſion 
of, I could not think it injurious to you, 
to per ſwade you, rather to Live in the 
profeſſion of a true Religion, than to Dye 
for that of a filſe one. And ſince my con- 
cerns fot your ſafety, and the little time 
you have to deliberate, oblige me to 
ſpeak freely to you; I cannot but won- 
der, that a Perſon that h th courted Ho- 


noir at the rate you have done, ſnould loſe 


himſelf, tor - One, whom the moſt Sa- 
ered Per ſons of his own Nation, crucifi- 
ed as a Malefactor; and who has been ſo 
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i natur*d, as to invite his Followers, 
both by expreſs words, and by the nature 
of the Religion he fram'd, which could 
not but be Perſecuted, to involve them- 
—. with him in the like unhappy - 
ate, 

The Notions (replies Didymus, ſome- 
what nettled at this Diſcourſe) that Ido». - 
laters frame to themſelves, of the nature 
of the Chriſtian Religion, are commonly 
as erroneous, as the ways they take to 
confute it, are improper, and inhumane: 
And they are uſually no leſs miſinformd 
about the Grounds and Myſteries of our 
Religion, than they are miſtaken about 
the Objects of their own Adorations.. - 
'Tis true, that the Divine Perſon Ladars, 
being ſeut from God his Father, to he 
che great Prophet and Reformer of the 
World, did, with a Prophetick Freedom, 
az well as Authority, ſhar ply rebuke the 
Superſtitions of the Jewiſh Scribes and 
Phariſees, among whom he convers'd ; 
and did not more unmask their Hypo- 
criſie, and reproack their Fractices, by 
the Light of his Doctrine, than by the 
ſhining actions of a moſt exemplary, and 
unblemiſt'd Lite. And bis Holineſs ha- 
viag exaſperated, theſe impious Hypo- 
crites, that found their Authority un- 
dermin'd, and their Perſons. diſcredited 
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by him: As their malice was too great, 
not to attempt the Deſtruction of ſuch 
an Fnemy; fo his Conſtancy was too 
_ great, to ſuffer him to decline the 
greateſt dangers, by declining to perſiſt 
in the wonted exerciſe of his Vertues; 
whereby he thus became expos'd to a 
Death, which he foreſaw, and frequently 
fForetold, and which he alſo willingly 

underwent, to procure Everlaſting Life, 
for thoſe who ſhovld believe in him, and 
ſtrive to imitate him. 
And that his Death, whereunto he 
fubmitted to expiate the ſins of others, 
was not inflicted on him for his own, was 
evident, by his being abſolv'd, not only 
by the very Judge, to whom a Criminal 

feat of his Accuſers indicted the Sentence 

de pronounc'd againſt him, but by that 


5 9 rs and Infallible Judge, God him- 


7; who declar'd by aſtoniſhing Pro- 
digies, both in Heaven and Earth, how 
much he was diſpleas'd with thoſe, that 
put his Son to Death; and by raiſing 
dim from the Dead within three days, to 
an Immortal Life, proclaim'd how dear 
he was to him, and gave him Power, to 
make his Followers Partakers hat 
_ glorious: condition he himſelf was ad- 
van d to. So that (continues Didymus) 
thoſe Champions of his, whom he 2 
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ſafes to ſingle ont from the reſt of his 
Followers, and call to Martyrdom, have 
reaſon enough to look upon that Call, 
as an invaluable Honour, and a Privi- 
ledge: Since, as they are thereby made 
more conformable to him, in chearfully 
dying for Truth and Conſtancy; ſo they 
will be made more pleatiful ſnarers in 
thoſe ineſtimable advantages, that his 
own meritorious Martyrdom procur'd 


him. Yes, for thoſe to whom he vouch- 


fafes the Power and Honour of Suffering 
tor Him, and of imitating him, for the 
iatereſt of Truth and Piety; he does tot 
only reſerve ſuch future Recompences, 
to crown their Love and Fidelity, but of- 
ten gives them here ſuch happy foretaſts, 
in a perfect aſſurance of it, that I cannot 
but look upon it, as à v3ſt acceſſion to 
that immenſe Love, that made him dye 
for us, that he calls and inables us to dye 
for him. 

I confeſs (Didymus adds in purſuit of 
his Diſcourſe) that, as he took upon him 
the form of a Man, ſo he ſuffer'd himſelf 
to be us'd as good Men too often are. 
But his miraculous power and goodneſs, 
ſufficiently proclaim'd, that he was not 
thrown down from Heaven to Earth, as 
your Vulcan is ſaid to have been, but 
that he deſcended from Heaven, to _ 


7 
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of the Croſs, to purchaſe for his fol- 
lowers, by his Death, that heavenly con- 
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Men live an heavenly life: Nor did he, 
like many of your Deities, eſpecially your 


Jupiter, aſſume an humane ſhape, to do 


Actions below, the dignity of humane 


Nature; but he taught Men a Doctrine, 
- ,worthy; as well as likely, to be brought 


from Heaven; and gave them an exem- 


plary life, whoſe imitation would fit 


them to be tranſlated thither : And then 
ſubmitted to the Torments and lufamy 


dition, for which he had qualified them, 
by his Spirit and his Lite. | 
The Roman Officer, not yet quite diſ- 


courag'd, by the unſuccesfulneſs he had 


hit herto met with in his attempt, re- 
Joly'd to proſecute it yet further, by ſay- 


ing: The ſame reaſon, that ſomewhat 
leſſens my wonder at your deſpiſing 


Death, for your erroneous Religion, en- 
creaſes my admiration at your uncon- 


*cernedneſs, to avoid the kind of Death 


that threatens your obſtinacy. For though 


the love of glory, may invite a gallant 


Man, like Didymus, to part with his life 
for the attaiameat of it; yet that ſame he- 


roick paſſion, ought to make tHoſe-it 


poſſeſſes, more apprehenſive. than others 
of thoſe Extremities, wherein Death is, 
acrοmpanyd with Infamy, and made 
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juſtly terrible with ignominious Circum- 
ſtances; of which, none can be more diſ- 
graceful, than the receiving it at the 
| baſe hand of a common Executioner. - , 
The Weakaeſs and Examples of your 
Gods (replies Didymas) have too much 
ſeduced you, to make Eſtimates of Good 
and Evil, by thoſe popular and pitiful 
meaſures, that I cannot but think very. 
vaworthy to be acquieſc'd in by a Chri- 
tian 3 who, to merit that Title, muſt be 
ſomewhat more than an ordinary Man. 
We judge of good and evil Actions, by 
the Laws ot God, and right Reaſon, not 
by thoſe of Men in Power. And therefore 
do not think, that Conſtancy ceaſes tes be 
a Vertue, -aad conſequently an. honour- 
able, not a diſgraceful quality, becauſe 
legal Tyrants will call it Obſtinacy, and 
condemn Men for it, to the ſame Pu- 
niſnments that are allotted to d iſhonour- 
able Actions. The reſpect our Religion 
cammands us to pay to a Civil Magi-- 
ſtrate, though a Perſecutor, permits us 
not by force to reſiſt his unjuſt Sentences. 
But this Submiſſion of ours, does not at 
all keep his Sentences from being unjuſt, 
nor forbid us to think them ſo; and con- 
ſequently leaves us the ineſtimable ſatis- 
faction of our Conſciences, that inward- 
ly abſolve us, when outs ard Judges con- 
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demn us. And for proof of this, you can. er 
not but have taken notice, that, where- I 0. 
as truly Criminal Perſons being conſci- IR 
ous of their own Guilt, either deny what In 
they are accufed of, or endeavour by all 12 
means, to palliate it, and to avoid the | + 
being condemn'd for it. We Chriſtians, 1 
on the contrary, do not only Conteſ; [ 
what you calla Crime, but Glory in It; 1 
and do not deprecate the fate, that at- 5 
tends our Conſtancy. Nor can it fright 
us from undergoing Death, for a glori- 
ous Cauſe, that we muſt receive it from 
an Infamons Hand. For that by which we 
eſtimate, it is, the quality of the action 
that procures it, not the condition of him 
that is employ'd to inflitt it: And, ſo 
we can conſider with joy, for what, we 
are not much troubled to ſee, by wh, it 
is that we ſuffer; being ſatisfied, that 
the Executioners hand may deſtroy a Ma- 
lefactor, but cannot make one; and it 
the Cauſe that brings a Man to the Scat- 
fold, be not culpable, the place cannot 
make the Death that is there ſuffered, in- 
famous: Nay, and if Vertue leads him 
| thither, the Inſtruments. of his Death, 
" cannot keep it from being Glorious fince 
4 this demonſtrates the Sufferers unſhaken 
Conſtancy to be inſuperable, not only 
by. Death, but by that which many have 
pts embrac'd 
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embrac'd Death to ſhun, the Contempt 
ot the generality of Men. Vour gallant 
Roman Commander (Attilius Regulus) is 
much leſs remembred and celebrated, for 
all his Military Exploits and Attempts, 
than for the Cruel Death he ſuffer'd, by 
order of the Carthaginians, to whom, in 
performance of a Promiſe, he yielded 
bimſelf up, with expectation of ſome - 
ſuch barbarous Uſage as he met with. 


And ſure, as a ſubmiſſion to Indignities, 


was a duty not meanly -glorious in him, 
to ſhun the breakiag of his Word to his 
Enemies; the like reſignation of them- 
ſelves, will not, by uabyaſ9d Judges, 
be thought an Action diſhonourable in 
Chriſtians, to prevent the violation of 
their Faith, ſolemnly given, not to a 
Savage Enemy, but to a Divine Friend, 


who has already, without any obligati- 


on do do it, ſuffered more ſhame for them, 
than the ſublimity of his condition leaves 
it poſſible for themto ſuffer for him. And 
though that Greek Philoſopher, Socrates, 
whom your own Oracles, with more of 
Truth than they are wont to be guilty of, 
ronounc'd the wiſeſt of Men, was by 
us own Fellow-Citizens condemn'd to 
die by Poyſon, brought him by the hand 
of an Executioner : Ter, ſince that Sen- 
tence was not accalioned by his Crimes, 
but 
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but his Vertues, the deadly draught did 


not deſtroy his Fame with his Life ; and 
poyſon'd not his Reputation, which is 
extremely heightned, but that of his Ac- 
cuſers, and his Judges; whom after 
Ages have look'd upon, as worſe Cri. 
minals than ever they Condemed, and 
more unworthy Perſons, than - thoſe 
they employed to execute their Sentence. 
And for my part {continues Dydynms) 
ſome paſſages of our ſacred Records en- 


courage me to expect, that, if a Poſthume 


Fame he ſich a Bleſſing, as many ima- 
gine, the Indignities we ſuffer now, will 
hereafter procure it us. For I cannot 
but hope, and methinks | foreſee, that 
the Roman Eagles will one day ſtoop to 
the Crofs of Chrift : And the Temples 
of your Falſe Deities, will be conſecrated 
to the Service of the True God. The 
Sword of the Civil Magiſtrate, which ts 
now the great and only ſucceſsful Argu- 
ment on your ſide, will be then in 
- Chriſtian hands, which I with may 
never employ it againſt your Religion, 
* whoſe ruine will not require the active 
oppoſition of Power, but the bare 
2 withdrawing of it preſerving Sup- 
port. And then poſterity, more en- 

lightned and more juſt, will read the Hi- 
* ſtory of thoſe Deftroyers of the Baptized 


(which. 
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(which is, at leaſt, the innocenter) 
part of Mankind, with the ſame re- 
ſentments, with which they will read 
the havocks made by Wars, Plagues 
Maſſacres, and other publick Calami- 
tles | 
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a 2 Meſe Replies of Diaymus mate an 


occaſion'd them, that our Martyrs reſo- 
lation was not to be. ſhaken, either by 


threats or perſwaſions. 


But yet the officious Roman, cheriſhing 


ſome hope, that, if Didymus ſhould ſee | 


his Miſtreſs ready to be kill'd by an infa- 


mous hand; that Beauty, which had 


conquered his heart, would ſoften it, 


and thereby make it capable of relenting $ 


impreſſions: thought fit to make him one 
addreſs more, and tell him; It is not 


deavours to procur your ſafety. But 


without extreme regret, that I ſee your 
inflexible obſtinacy defeat all my en- 


though your miſtaken gallantry, may 


make you think it unhandſom in a Sol- 
dier, to diſclaim a threatned opinion, 
that he once adher'd to, leſt the change 
ſhould be imputed to Fear or Levity ; 


yet I hope you will not think, that the 
ſtrict rules of that deſtructive Gallantry, 


ought to oblige a young Lady, in whoſe 


Sex, Courage is, at leaſt, an unrequir- 
ed, it not an altogether improper, Ver- 
tue. And therefore, I hope you will 4 | 
refuſe. 


end of convincing the Perſon, that 
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fuſe to ſecond my Endeavours, to per- 
ſuade her, not to throw herſelf out of a 
World, of whoſe grandeurs and plea- 
ſures, her tranſcendent Beauty promiſes 
her an extraordinary ſhare, as well as her 
Youth fits her to reliſh them perfectly, 
and enjoy them long. 

Didymus, though at firſt ſomewhat ſur- 
priz'd at this motion, took no long time 
to return anſwer, by ſaying, I confeſs, 


I cannot partake of the trouble you are 


pleas'd to expreſs, for the not prevailing: 
of your Endeavours to alter my Reſoluti- 
ons. For though the adviſe you preſsd 
upon me, was obliging in you to give, 


| yet it would have been Criminal for me 
to take it. | 


And as for what you propoſe, ia refe-. 
rence to Theodora, I mult deſire to be ex- 
cus'd from making my ſelf acceſſory to 


your deſign of tempting her. For, in my 


apinion, he that ſolicites another, to 
what he believeth a Crime, doth become 
guilty of one; ſo that, as to what con- 
cerns Theodora, without being at all ſure 
of ſhaking her Vertue, I ſhould moſt cer- 
tainly ruine my own innocence. Yet 1 
cannot think (ſays the Roman, interrupt- 
ing him,) but if you would enforce my 
perſuaſions with yours, the Intereſt you 
have in her, would prevail to make her 

| | rather. 
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rather accept of Life, than deny a per- 


fon, that ſhe owes ſo much to; and does 
not leſs highly, than juſtly, value. 
If (replies Didymus) I ſhould yield to 
uſe ſo Criminal means, as to give her an 
Example of the Apoſtacy, you would 
have me invite her to; the attempt would 
be Jeſs improbable: But for me to per- 
ſuade her to what I am juſt going to give 
4-convincing proof, that I believe to be 
worſe than Death ; would make her both 
hate me, and deſpiſe me. And to con- 
vince you, that ſuch a Motion as you 
would have me make, would loſe me all 
the ſhare I may have in her good opini- 
on; I will dare to own to you, that if 
I thought her capable, I ſay not of endea- 
vouring to ſeduce me, but of being ſe- 
duced by me, my eſteem of her would al- 
ter upon her change And though I 
could not deny my wonder to ſo rare a 
Maſter - piece of Nature, as is her viſible 
part; yet there would be a vaſt difference 
bet wixt a meer admiration of external 
Beauty, which muſt become the Trophy 


of Age or Death, and that high venera- 
tion, that I now pay to that admirable 
Perſon's intrinſick Worth, and uncon- 
querable Vertue. | {Fe 
Nor ſhould you doubt (continues Di- 
dymus) of the Entertainment, that ſuch 

a. 
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a Piety as hers, would give ſuch a Moti- 
on as you would have me make; ſince it 
would juſtly give her a higher reſent- 
ment of my ſolicitations, than of all the 
importunities of her Heathen Perſecutors: 
for theſe do but adviſe her to decline 
Danger, by embracing what they think 
Truth; whereas that which you would 
have me to perſwade her to, is, to pur- 
chaſe her ſafety, by renouncing, what 7, 
as well as Sze, know to be Truth: And 
doubt not. that ſuch a proceeding . 
would fo highly offend her, as to enable 
her, by a bare Pardon, to acquit herſeif 
of thoſe Reſpects and Services of mine, 
to which j oſſibly a Perſon of her good- 
neſs vo..chſates ſo.ne Title to her grati- 
tude. 5 
There is (replies the Roman) ſo gre t 
a difference betwixt the caſe of a reſolv'd 
Soldier, that thinks himſelf in point of 
Reputation engag'd not to retreat, and 
that of a young Lady, from whom no 
Reſoluteneſs, much leſs Obſtinacy, can 
be expected, that I mult yet think, our 
joynt perſwaſions, thongh unaſſiſted by 
your Example, would with-hold her 
from Death, now ſhe is near enough to 
it to ſee the horrors of it. A 
Nay (rejoyns Diaymus I did not ſpeak 
what I have been ſaying about my oπ¹ n 
915 averinels, 
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averſneſs, that I might hinder you from 


trying your Fortune, if you think fit, 


with Theodoras Vertue. I do not envy. 


her Conſtancy {whoſe ſucceſſes have been 
hitherto no fewer than its tryals ) the 
honour of gaining more than one Victo- 


ry, in one day. But what I have been 


ſaying, was, to give you one reaſon, of 


my refuſing to joyn with you in your 
propos d attempt: againſt which I ſhall 


now offer this other reaſon, that I think 


it little leſs than impoſſible it ſhonld ſuc- 


ceed. For I thought I had already ſatisfi- 
eld you, that as to my intereſt in Theodo- 


ra, if it were much greater, than you, 


for want of knowing 1s both, imagine; 
ſo great a miſimployment of it, would 
make me juſtly forfeit it; and perſwaſi- 
ons that would ſeduce her to Apoſtacy, 
inſtead of making her follow the Advice, 
would make her but deteſt the Adviſer. 
And as to the hopes, you ground on her 
ſeeing herſelf upon the point of paſſing. 
out of the World ; let' me tell you, that 
the ſevere Exerciſes, to which her ſtrict 
Piety bath long accuſtomed her, have ſo 
diſingaged her affections from temporal 
things, that being already mortified to 
the pleaſures and vanities of the World, 
Death can now do no more, but free her 
from the troubles and perſecutions 2 
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She hath employed a great part of her life, 
in preparing, herſelf to part with it joy- 
fully, when- ever Nature or Vertue ſhall 
require it; and ſnhe will find it very eaſie 
to lay it down for Religion, now ſhe is 
in a ſuffering Condition, when in her 
moſt flouriſning one, ſhe found it enough 
to wean her from the love of the preſent 
life, that ĩt detained her from the next. 
Great Vertues, ſuch as hers, are like 
great Rivers, which, the nearer they 
come to the Sea, where they are to end 
their courſe, the greater they are wont 
to grow, and the more difficult the 
ſtream is to be withſtood or hinderèd from 
its progreſs. Theodora now looks upon 
herſelf, as having but one ſtep more to 
make, to reach that Crown ſne hath done 
and ſuffer'd ſo much for: And that glo- 
rious Object, viewed at ſo near a diſtance, 
ſo raviſhes and ſo poſſeſſes her Eyes, that 
ſhe will doubtleſs either not ſee, or not 
regard, any thing that would hinder or 
retard her taking poſſeſſion of llt. 
Here the Roman Officer, ſomewhat im- 
patient at Didymuss Diſcourſe, would 
no longer forbear interruptingit, by tel- 
ling him; To hear you ſpeak, one would 
imagine, that you are not talking of a 
young Lady, but of ſome ancient Heroe, 
that had been long accuſtom'd to deſpiſe 
the 


t 


from over-valving her ſmiles. 


Heroick Vertue (replies Didymus) - 


does as little know Sexes, as doth the Soul 
wherein it properly reſides. A habitude 
canuot always be Eſſential to the Nature 


olf an Heroick Action: Since the firſt of 


that kind that one does, is not the con- 
ſequent, but the beginning, of a habi- 
tude: And a ſincere and ſettled reſolu- 
tion to be highly vertuous, may make a 
Woman (as well as a Man) to be, that 
which the nobleſt ſubſequent Actions can 
but declare her to have been. And a Per- 


. ſon that, like Theodora, acts by the aſ- 


ſiſtance, and as in the preſence, of the 
Deity, may, to maintain ker. | oyalty to 
God, and her Title to the ineſtimable 
Rewards he hath promis'd to preſevering 
Piety, both act and ſuffer greater things, 
than thoſe very Heroes you talk of were 
put upon, by ſuch barely human Motives, 
as Cuſtom, Ambition, or Revenge. 
And particularly, as to the point of per- 
ſeverance againſt Menaces, and Proffers; 
theſe are not like to prevail againſt the 
Conſtancy of Chriſtians much leſs poſ- 
ſeſs d with Divine Love and Hope, than 
Theodora is. And indeed, there can be 


nothing upon Earth capable to bribe 


them, to let go the Joys of Heaven, that 
+ FM a „ee 


he Frowns of Fortune, and keep himſelf + 
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ſee themſelves entring upon the Poſſeſſi- 
on, and find themſelves ſenſible of the 
ineſtimable Value of them. 

Wherefore (concludes Didymu:) you 
will not, I preſume, think it ſtrange, 
that 1 refuſe to joyn with you, in a De- 
ſign, that I could not ſo much as at- 
tempt, either with Hope, or without 2 
Crime; and that thinking it worthier of 
my Endeayors, to imitate Theodora 
Conſtancy, than to ſeduce her from it, 
1 chuſerather to be a ſharer in the Tri- 
umphs of her Vertue, than a Trophy. 
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is reſolute Concluſion, oblig' d the 

1. Fenan Officer to break off a Con- 
verſation, whereby he plainly ſaw; there 
was no cauſe to hope he could ſhake the 
Conſtancy of Diqymms; and much cauſe 
to fear that Dicht s Conſtancy and his 
n would ſtagger many af the 
hen Auditors. And therefore with- 

drawing bimſelf, much diſcontented at 
the unſuccesfulneſs of his perſwaſions, he 
thought it would be impious, to make 
any interceſſion, for Perſons he judg'd in- 

vincibly obſtinate, or divert the fatal 
Proceedings of the judge; who having 
by this time made an end of thoſe other 
Affairs, whoſe diſpatch Theodora's re- 
ſpite was not to outlaſt; call'd for the in- 
nocent Criminals, and, with a ſtern 
Countenance and Voice, demanded, whe- 
ther they were yet willing, to appeaſe 
the Deities they had provok*d; and by 

burning Incenſe to them, endeayour to 
attone for the Affronts they had offer'd 
them. Adding, that there was now no 
more time left for deliberating, but that 
they muſt immediately renounce their 
Impious Religion, ar ſuffer Death for it. 
But 
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But this could not ſhake the illuſtrious 


Priſoners Canſtancy ; which prompted 
them to make, with as much haſte as the 


Preſident could deſire, an anſwer, that 
conſiſted but of a ſhort and reſolute de- 
claration z That they had liv'd Wor- 
ſhippers of Chriſt ; and had a thouſand 
times rather die, than ceaſe to be, or to 
profeſs ' themſelves ſuch : And that for 
the falſe Gods, the Preſident would have 
them adore ; they had rather be their 
Victims, than their Suppliaats ; and 
fall Sacrifices to them, than offer them 
any. 8 
This bold profeſſion, fo incens'd the 
perſon *twas made to, that he immedi- 
ately. gave order, that the Prifoners 
ſhould be led away to the place af Exe- 
cution; and that the Miniſters of Juſtice 

(as he miſnamed his Cruelty) ſhould, 


without delay, go on with the prepara» | 


tions that were making, to deſtroy them. 
But while theſe Officers were ſolicitous 


to obey thoſe Commands, Theodora took = 


the opportunity, to tell the generous 
Compaaion of her Sufferings: It was fit, 
I confeſs, when we diſcoursd with la. 
fidels, to recommend the Objects of ong 
hopes, by giving them the glorions Th. 
tles of Crowns and Triumphs; fiace be. 
lug to defend the reaſonableneſs of our 

H 2 Conſtancy, 
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Conſtancy, by the greatneſs of the re- 
wards we expect for it; *twas very pro- 
per to repreſent thoſe Cœleſtial Recom- 
pences, under the notion of ſuch Goods, 
as thoſe we argued with, acknowledged 


to be the molt noble and deſirable. But, 


{continues ſhe) when we ſpeak of Hea- 
ver.among our ſelves, give me leave to 
tell you, that I think we ſhould- look up- 
on it under a very differing notion; and 


make a wide diſparity betwixt the Chri- 


ſtians Paradiſe, and the Poets Eiyſium. 
The Triumphs we ſhould moſt dehre in 


Heaven, ſhould be, not over our out- 


ward Enemies, or perſonal Suffcrings, 
Hut over Sin and Ignorance, and the 


Frailties of our Natures, and the imper- 


fections of our Vertues. And the poktive 


* Blefliggs that ſhould moſt endear Hea- 


ven to us, ſhould be, not ſo much that 


we mall there be Crown d by Chriſt, as 
as that we ſhall live with him, and fol- 


low that ſpotleſs Lamb where ever he goes; 
That eur gratitude it ſelf ſhall be perfect, 


well as the Bleſſings that engage it 


ompleat ; and that we ſhall have 
dl Day, to contemplate that San 


glorious Object veiPd by any interpoſing 


— .. viciſlitudes 
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viciſſitudes of day and night. In ſhort, 
think, Devotion ſhould in our future 
State, aſpire to other things, than thoſe 
that may be the Objects of meer Ambiti- 
on. N | 
And now, generous Diahmus (adds? 
Theodbra fince we are entering upon the 
laſt ſcene of our mortal Life; let us (I 
beſeech you ſummon together and rouſe- 
up all the Graces and Vertues we have 
receiv'd from Heaven and fervently im- 

lore both an encreaſe of them, and a 
upply of any that our preſent Circum- 
ſtances. require; That we may go off 
the Stage Piouſly;: as well as Hand ſomly, 
and both act and ſuffer 'as- becomes. 
Chriſtian Martyrs. Let not any Cru- 
elties or Affronts of our inſulting Perſe- 
cutors, be able to diſcompoſe us; but 
let our evenneſs of mind convinee them, 
that they can as little diſorder us in our 
way to Heaven, as hinder us to get to 
- our Journey's end. But let not our un- 


dauntedneſs appear the effect of Tullen-- - 


neſs, or fierceneſs, or of meer reſolved- 
neſs; but let it be ſo calm and charitable, . 
that we may not be ſuſpected to be the 
Martyrs, rather of our Glory, or our 
Courage, than of our Religion. Let it? 
not be thought that we hate life, or 
deſpiſe it, but only that we think it a 
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| cheap purchaſe for Heaven, and for the 
honour of owning and following a Re-. 
- | deemer,. who, to merit it for us, took 14 
the Croſs ia his way thither. 1 
Admonitions ſo becoming a dying Nt 
Chriſtian, receiv'd ſuch an entertain- | 
ment, as the Piety of it, and the Vene- f 
ration he had for the giver, might juſtly f 
challenge, from ſo devout and elevated a F 
= Soulas that of Didymus: whoſe reſoluxce © 
& anſwers to the Roman Officer, together. 
with his behaviour, as well ſince as be- 
fore he made them, leaving his Enemies 
1 more expectation that he could be 
-  PrevaiFd with, either to alter his own 
& reſolution, or tempt his Miſtreſs to 
change hers ; he was appointed to be firſt 
= ledaway to Execution: that the ſight of 
= his Blood might terriftie Theodora, and 
& fright. her into a care to preſerve her 
owa. This reſolution. of his Enemies, 
did not at all leſſen his; but having eaſi- 
Ip obtain'd leave, from the Roman 
Officers,. that could nat. but. admire his 
Gallantry, and ſomewhat compaſſionate 
his condition, to ſay a few words to 
Thiedern : He went to that Excellent 
*  Pexfon;z and approaching her with a far 
greater reſpect; than he would ſhew to 
.  agy Power, that could but preſerve that 
life, which the Romans were going 1 — | 
= Sa, rom 
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from Him: He told her- Your Biefy, 
Madam, and your Example, making me 
preſume, that upon ſuch an oscaſion as 
this, I may with your conſent, part with 
a life, which ever fince I had the Fate to 
ſee; you, has been ſo much at your di- 
poſal; Lam now going without reludtan- 


cy to perform that laſt, duty, Whereto 


Religion calls me. But thinking my ſelf 
oblig' d, to begin with the moſt difficult 
part of my Martyrdom, before I bid fare- 
wel to the World, my enclination and 
reſpect, brings me to take my laſt leave 
of the fairelt and excellent Perſon in it. 
If, Madam, (fo he proceeds) I were in a 
condition of prying you any further du- 

ties, my humble requeſt to you would be, 
to have the honour of your further Com- 

mands. But ſince my condition leaves 
me not a capacity ot ſerving you for the 
future, one of my laſt Petitions to you 

mult be, to be pleasd to look upon. m] 
palt Services, as extremely ſhort of the 


: deſires of a Perſon, that lov'd you with 


as much ardency, as your Charms them 


ſelves could kindle ; and yet with fo pure 


a flame, that had it been viſible, even - 
Theodoras Vertue, could got have diſ- 
approv'd it. But Madam (continues he} 
although to reſcue you from the conditi- 
on you are in, there is no 2 ſo 
H 4 deſperate 


1348 The Martyrdom - 
dieſperate that 1 would not joyfully at- 
tempt, if I were again at liberty, and 
thoꝰ it were poſſible could ſurvive you; 
yet I am tos much concern'd for the no- 
bler part of Theodora, to wiſh, ſhe would 
blemiſh ſo ſpotleſs a life to ſave it. On- 
Iy, Madam, give me leave to be ſo kind 
and Charitable to the World, as to wiſh- 
that Providence may find ſome expedi- 
ent, to preſerve for you, both your 
Crown and your Head; and that you 
may arrive ſo late at Heaven, as to have 
time to bleſs the Earth with a long and 
Exemplary Life ; and may you lead it 


with as much Tranquility, as you will 


with Vertue; and without knowing ſo 
much as that trouble, which I fear, your 
generous compaſſion may now and then 
offer to give you, upon the remembrance 

of the faithfuleſt of your Servants. 


Theſe words, and the ſad occaſion of 


them, having drawn ſome Tears into 
EF Theodord's fair Eyes; though the cauſe of 
them made them very obliging to D:dy- 
mus, yet his concern for her quiet, pre- 
ſeatly engagid. him to help her to ſup- 
preſs them, by making haſt to tell her, 
that twas pity the ſerenity of her mind 
and looks, which Vertue had. ſtill kept 
> calm, and even, Perſecutions had not 
bdeen able to diſorder, ſhould be 1 
„ | pos 


pos'd by any other thing. And Madam 
(continues he) though, being confident: 
that your Charity will make it unneceſ- 
ſary. for me to beg your Prayers, I was 
going to make it my petition to you, 
that you would vouchſate. now and then 
to caſt a thought on the memory of a Per- 
ſon, to whoſe mind you were conſtantly. 
— * Yet, 1. muſt now retract that 
1wmble requeſt, unleſs you are pleas'd. 
to grant it me with this qualification; 
That the honour you do me, may not be. 
diſquieting to you. For how great 2. 
bleſſing ſoever it is, to enjoy a place in 

your thoughts; yet an Idea mutt repre- 

feat quite another man than Diaymus, 

th it ſhould, eſpecially. on. its on ſcore, 
become t roubleſome to Theodora; whole 

compaſſion is as well needleſs, as undeſi- 

red; ſince 'tis injurious both to her felt 
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and me, to look upon him as a perſon ta 


be pitied, that is going to receive the 
honour and ſatisfaction, to ſuffer in her 
ſight, what he. ſuffers partly for her ſer- 
vice. And the place he implores but in 


her favourable not her mourntul thoughts, 


will give him the nobleſt and deſirableſt 
Being, that he can have upon. Earth, 

when he ſhall be in Heaven. ng 
The things which Didymus ſaid, and 
the pathetical way he ſaid. them in, did. 
x. 


— 


muct leave the fair Perſon th 
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N hey were ad- 
drefs'd to, all the unmov'dneſs of mind, 
ſhe us d to be Miſtreſs of on other occafi- 
ons. And conſidering theſe as the laſt 
and dying words of an accompliſh'd Gen- 
tleman, that had ſo highly ſerv'd and 
lov'd her, ſhe could not hinder her re- 
ſentments from making her, on ſach an 
occaſion, remit fomewhat of her wonted 
reſerv'dnefs. Wherefore with Eyes, 
wherein thongh ſhe endeavour'd to ſup- 
preſs Tears, fhe difctos'd an extraordiaa - 
ry. Grief; and with Looks, wherein both _ 
Gratitude andObligedneſs diſplay'd them- 
ſelves ; ſhe told him, If I look'd upon 
your Vertue, generous Didymus, as one 
that. were but ſomewhat extraordinary, 
Tfhould think my ſelf oblig'd to make ex- 
cufes ; and ſeek your pardon for having 
been, though undeſignedly, ſo acceſſory. 
fo the early Iofs of a life, 10 worthy to be 
à long one. But what you have this day 
done, makes me apprehend that ſuch 
Difcaurſes,, would not be very pleaſing, 
to one that delights in ſuch Actions. But 
dd not think, I conjure you, that, though 
cannot pretend to merit or requite 
Services of ſo unuſuala ſtrain as yours, 
I can be inſenſible, how much F owe to 
them, not only, upon the ſcore ot their 
-greatueſs, but upon that of the _— | 
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and generous way wherein yon did them. 


For (continues ſhe, with a colour that 


+ 


ſomewhat expounded the meaning of 


what ſhe was going to ſay) if after the 
Vertue and Galſantry you this day W 


prefs'd, Providence had thought fit ta 
place me in a condition of making you 


Retributions, I will allow you to think, 


that in chuſing them for you, I ſhoult 
have been very much, it not unreſerved- 
ly, guided by your wiſhes. Here ne 


paus'd a while, and bluſh'd the latter. 
that ſhe had ſaid, what to her nicenckt - 


ſeem'd ſo much; and the former, to con- 


ſider whether he deferv'd not to have 
lboks - 
did fo well ſecond and expound, her o- 


more ſaid to him. But her obliging 


- 


— 


4 


therwiſe, ſomewhat indefinite words, 


that Didymus's Heart readily: underſtood. 
the Language of her Eyes; and her Heart 
{poke ſo clearly in her Cheeks, fomewhat 


that it ſcrupled to utter by her Ton- 
one, that expreſſing more than ſhe ſaid, 


her Gratitude: her paſſionate Admirer* 


eſteeming himfelf more highly recom- 


penc'd, by this permiſſion, to fuppoſt 


her kindneſs than he would have done 


by the perfecteſt aſſurance of any others 
love: And fancying, that by the fight of 


without injuring her Modefty ſhe rightec 


that new Fire that flaſſ'd in her Checks. 


be 


% 
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he could diſcern in her Breaſt ſuch a re- 


ſentment of his Services, as involy'd an: 


approbation of their cauſe, and imply'd: 


a peculiarity for his Perſon ;. he took the 


higheſt. retribution he ever did, for the 


higheſt he ever could receive from a La- 


dy, whoſe Beauty and Reſervedneſs were 


ſo great, that no favour of her granting, 


could appear little. | 


diſorder, this merited Declaration had 


t her into, made haſt to proſecute her 
iſcourſe, by adding; But tis my ſatis- 
faction, and will I hope, be yours, that, 


ſince you acted upon Religions ſcore, as 


well as mine, you will not want a recom- 


ive you; ſince in reſcuing me 


upon a+ Chriſtian account, you have 
ſer vd a Maſter, that is able moſt richly. 
to reward, even your Performances and 
_ Sufferings :. And doubt not Diaymns 


continues ſhe) but that, when you ſhall 
ance be poſſeſs d of a, Glorious and Im- 
mortal Crown in Heaven, you. will have 


no cauſe, to betroubled; at your having, 


upon Earth, left a Crown of Lawrel, or 
miſs'd one of Myrtle. If 1 were to tar- 


ry,.0r. rather lauguiſh, here below, as. 
many yeageas..your, miſtakea kindneſs. 
. in me; your fayours. have 
. deen 


But Theadora quickly recovering the 


ence, greater than it had been poſſible 
Pr me to 
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been ſo extraordinary, that, without be- 
ing guilty of an ingratitude that would: 
be ſo too, I could never loſe the remem- 


brance of them, nor omit paying you the. | 


higheſt. acknowledgments,. that the chief 
place, not only in my memory, but in 
my eſteem and friendſhip, could make 
you. But do not Didymus, I beſeech you, 
think of my Surviving you, when the 
holding out a few minutes longer for 
Chriſt, will introduce me into a Conditi- 
on, where I ſhall ever ſee him, and ne- 
ver offend him. Let us then (concludes 
ſhe) quit the thoughts of this World, that, 
we are going ſo ſoon to quit, and begin ta 
fix them on. thoſe joys of another, that 
we are going to poſſeſs for ever:; and 
during that little time, that is requiſite- 
to take our Crowns, let us ſummon 


up all our powers, to contribute to a be- 


haviour befitting ſuch Expectations. Let 
our laſt ſervices to Religion, be our no- 
bleſt ones, that our Deaths may at leaſt 
adorn it, if not propagate it. Let us re- 
ceive the laſt effects of our Perſecution, as 
perſons that do not deſerve ſuch an uſage, 
and are above the reach of it. Let us 
aſpire to Chriſts temper, in his cauſe; 
and ſuffer. Like him, as we ſuffer tor him; 
and then, we need not doubt, but, in 
ſpicht. of, this ſhort ſeparation we are 
yielding. 
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yielding to for his Sake, we fl joy fully, 
and for ever, meet again, in a better 
place, and in an ineſtimably happier con- 
dition. FF | 
Theodora had ſcarce made an end of 

ſpeaking, when all things being in a 
readineſs to put the Judges Sentence in 
Execution, they to whom that infamous 
employment was committed, came to 
bring notice of it to Didyms, who, not- 
withſtanding the reluctancy he had, to 
part with the admirable, and now oblig- 
ing, Theodora; thinking it would misbe- 
come him, to ſtay for being preſs'd on ſuch 
an occaſion delay'd not, with all the re- 
ſolution he was able to aſſume, to take 
his laſt fare wel of her. This cruel ſepa- 
ration, being not to have an end, before 
both their Lives, was folemniz'd by that 
excellent 5 ir, with Geſtures and Ex- 

preſſions ſo ſenſible and moving, that, 
declining an account, which I could not 
attempt to give, without ſharing very 
much in a grief, that 1 Hould be able, 
but very imperfectly, to deſcribe ; Tſhal- 
filently paſs over the Circumſtances of 
this fad Separation, that more troubled 
the generous Lover, and perhaps. his ad- 
mirable Miſtreſs: too, than that of Soul 
and Body, which was preſently to follow 
EC $4 | Trom. 
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from Theodora, v hilſt he was moving to- 
wards the place of his Sufferings, did 
by the aſſiſtance of him, whoſe Religion 
call'd him to them, aſſume a temper of 
mind, ſuitable to the glorious work he 
was going to undertake, and entirely 
diſpos'd himſelf, after having done all 
that became a Lover, to ſuffer as became 


a Chriſtian, | 


This was much the lef difficult for. 
him to. do, becauſe his whole paſt life 
was an excellent . preparative, to make 
him act the laſt ſcene ot it worthily. For 
(to add ſomewhat on this occaſion, to 
the Character given of him in the firſt 
Book. ) Didymus was a Perſon, in Whom 
Divine Grace had produc'd ſo early a2 
Piety, that he was as well grown Chriſti- 
an, before he was come to be full grown 
Man. And judging the moſt flouriſhiag 
time of his Age, to be, for that reaſon, 
the fitteſt to be Devoted to the moſt 
worthy of Objects; He was enabl'd both 
to ſuppreſs the hearts of Youth, and 
deſpiſe the Vanities of the World; even 
while that uſually ungovern'd Age, made 
the former moſt impetuous, and gave 
the latter, the great endearment of No- 
velty. Nor did bis being a Soldier, prove 
an Obſtacle of his Piety. The Exam- 
Ples of Jeſhua, David, Fonathan, and 


92 other 
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other brave Warriers of the Ola Teſtament; 
ſnew, that Heroick Valour, may be ac- 

company'd with eminent Piety. And 
the firſt Proſelyte the Heathen World 
preſented to Chriſtianity, being a Cap- 

tain, and continuing to be ſo after his- 
Converſion; argues, that a Military ſtate 
of Life, is not inconſiſtent with the moſt 
innocent of Religions. And for Didy- 
mus; as he fought not out of Fierceneſs, 

or Avarice, or Ambition; but to exer- 
ciſe and improve his Vertue; ſo amidſt, 
all his. Military Conflicts, he was ſtill care- 
ful To fight the good fight of Faith: And 
being taught by the Holy Scripture, that 
. The Life of Man here on Earth, is a.kind 
of Military one: He us d the Reman Camp 
as a School to a higher ſort of Warfare; 
where, as the hard ſhips are greater, and 
the Victories more difficult, ſo the 

Crowns und Triumphs are incomparably 


more Valuable and Glorious. A Perſon 


thus qualify d and: diſpos'd, could not 
find it very uneaſie, to part, for his Reli- 
gion, with a Life that he had led ſo well, 
and hazarded ſo often; nor te leave a 
World, that Sin and Perſecutions embit- 
ter'd, and that was preſently to be left 
by Theodora, that he might paſs to a 
pulwKuace where they ſnhould meet to be 
FCrown'd. Wherefore, reſolving to ſhew 


178 L * 
28 e 

| _—_— 

* 4 
144 


of 7. beodota. *. x. 


that the approach of a reputedly infamous 
Death, was not able; either to ſhake his 
Conſtancy, or extinguiſh* his Charity; 
he diſpos'd himſelf to mingle in his laſt 
Actions and Sufferings, the courage of a 
| Roman Soldier, with the reſignment of a 
Chriſtian Martyr. And accordingly, 
walking on towards the place of Execu- 
tion, with a calmneſs and undaunted- 
neſs, that could ſcarce have preceeded . 
from a reſolution not ſtrengthen'd by 
Faith; as ſoon. as he. came thithery he. - - 
look'd round about him upon the Guards, 
and other Aſſiſtants of this ſad Specta- 
cle, in ſuch a way, as if he rather pity'd-- 
them, than lik'd the Pity, which many 
of them could not but by their Tears ex- 
preſs for him, and diſcours'd to them witin 
all the gracefnlneſs, that Youth and 
Courage could give ſo extraordinary a 
Perſon. And becauſe he ſuppos'd, that 
(as *twas uſual on ſuch occaſions of Con- 
courſe there were among the Spe Jators, 
ſome Military Men that were Chriſtians. 
in their Hearts, though they had not been 
call'd to own it publickly; He addr eſsd. 
himſelf particularly to them, And hav- 
ing premis'd, that he pretended not to 
inſtru& them as barely Chriſtians, be- 
cauſe he doubted not, but he had been 


prevented by the weighty and moving. 
i; ADEN Sermons. 
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Sermons of divers burning and fſtiining 
Lights, and guiders of the Church: He 
told them, he. would confine his ad- 
Mees to what was ſuitable to the con- 
7 dition he ſhar'd in with them, of be- 


briefly; but pathetically exhorted them 
to all thoſe Vertues and Practices, that 


might recommend both their Perſons, 
their Profeſſion, and tkeir Religion. The 
laſt of which, by many Arguments, 
(which his example made the more 


Impreſſive) he perſuaded: them, after 
haviag 


their Deaths: Without forgetting, that 
En tze Fearful, are by the 


Nucl. 21, 8. Scripture rank'd with 


the Urbelievers, as de- 


 taind” to the ſame place of Torment; 


and without fearing any unmerited diſ- 
grace; ſo much as that deſerved. one, 
threatn'd by the Captain 


Heb. 11. 10. ef their Salvation, to thoſe 


that ſhall deny lim before 


Aen. He Exhorted them, by their 
Courage and Obſequioufneſs to con- 


vince their unbelieving Superiors; that 
the valour of Chriſtians: could be emi- 
nently active, when their Religion did 
not conſine it to be paſſiye; and that 


adornd it by their Lives, to 
confirm, if they were call'd. to it, by 


When 
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when Enterpriſes, how dangerous ſoe · 
ver, were as juſt and noble as difficult, 
they could emulate; if not outſnine, 
the Gallantry of thoſe Deify'd Heroes 
they refugd to Worſhip. And laſtly, 
having preſs'd them to be loyal to 
the Emperor, and obedient too, as 
far as was conſiſtent with Fidelity to 
Him that made him fo: He begg'd 
their Prayers for himſelf, and put up 
ardent ones of his own, for the Church, 
the State, his Perſecutors, and parti- 
cularly, for the excellent Companion of 
his artyrdom. This ſaid; he began 
to do What was to be done by him, 
towards the deliverance of his Soul 
from his Body; and baving dong 
it with ſo much ſerenity o 

and Looks, that he extorted - a 
eſteem of his vertue, even from thoſe . 
that deſtroy'd. him for it, he let the 
Executioner do his part too, (which 
probably, was done by taking off his 
Head) and in a moment paſs'd, from 
being a ſuſtering Member of hy Church 
Militant, to be a happy one of the 
Church Triumphant. | 
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5 E Perſecutors of Theodor a, ho- 
| Sic to intimidate her by ſoTragick * 

cle, had conducted her to a place, 
a 


a Spe 
whence: ſhe might ſee all that had 
of which *twill eaſily be believ'd that ſhe 


had not been an unconcern'd SpeQtator : 
Her Vertue and Kindneſs making her a 
ſharer in his Sufferings, by ſympathiſing 
with him, and by endeavouring, as fir 
as ſhe could, to relieve him by her moſt 


ardent Prayers; That his conſtancy un- 


er them might be-Divinely _opporied, E 
=” ile her 


md. richly” Crown'd. But w 


eiegnhts were, with a Divine grief, So- 


Femniſing her loſs ; thoſe cruel Men that 
had procur'd it, being deſirous to make 
uſe of the terrifying impreſſions they ſup- 
pos'd ſhe had receiv'd, while they were 
freſh and recent, advanc'd- to Theodora, 
bringing with them the purpoſely disfi- 


gur d remains of Didymus ; and then told 
her, that ſhe was now: convincd, that 
neither Youth nor Gallantry was able to 
protect, from the fatal anger of the Gods, 


thoſe that obſtinately refus'd to Worſhip 


them ; and therefore they Nr 


by a ſeaſonable care of herſelf, ſhe would 


ſhun. 
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mun the imitation of ſo Tragical an Ex- 


ample. To this the fair Martyr replied, 
that ſhe was not at all ſurpriz'd at what 
had paſs'd, and therefore, ſhe knew not 
why ſhe ſhould be terrified by it. For 


Dichmus and ſhe;and all other conſidering 


Chriſtians, that walk according to their 
Maſters directions, were wont delibe- 


rately to weigh the conſequences of em- 


bracing a ſtrict and perſecuted Religion, 
before they made Profeſſion of it: And 
having foreſeen what it might coſt them, 
and ſatisfied themſelves that it deſerv'd 
a yet higher Price; they were not diſcon- 
rag'd nor ſurpriz'd, to be put to pay that 
price; eſpecially, when it open'd to them 
an immediate paſſage to the poſſeſſion offs 


what they gave it for. She added, that" 


if the Example of the generous Martyr, 
were to have any operation upon her, it 
ought not to fright her from, but con- 

firm her in, the profeſſion of a Religion, 
whoſe truth he thought worth dying for; 
and which, notwithſtanding all the hand- 
ſome concerns he had for her preſervation, 
he would never ſpeak one word to per- 


ſwade her to decline, for the protracting 


of her Life. His Example, (continues 
Theodora) lets me ſee, that no violences 


upon - Earth, are able to deſtroy a Cou- 
rage that is aGiſted from Reaven and 


' } *fights 
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fights in view of the glories of it: And 
his Death manifeſts, how quick the paſ- 
ſage may be between this and an incom- 
parably better Life, and clearly ſhews, 
how ſoon the utmoſt effect of your Cru- 
elty, can place thoſe that deſpiſe it, above 
the reach of it. Then caſting, her mourn- 
ful Eyes upon the ſaddeſt Object that ever 
they beheld ; If you ſhould, ſays ſbe, be 
ſo inhumane, as to exerciſe any further 
Cruelty upon this now inanimate Priſon, 
whence his glad Soul has Eſcap'd ; you 
may intend” him a miſchief, but he will 
not feel it, unleſs it be in the encreaſe of 
the recompences of his Martyrdom. You 
may, if you pleaſe, inſult over his dead 
FR y; and thoſe whom his vertue made 


1 Mis Friends, may ſome of them be troubled 
—atit: but while you are triumphing at 


his Death, and others are deploring it, I 
doubt not, but the welcomes and joys he 
receives in the bleſſed place he is gone to, 
make him happy enough, to pity not on- 
ly thoſe that hate him, but thoſe that pi- 
y him too. What you ſhew me as the 
Trophy of your Power, 1 look upon, as 
that of his Conſtaney : and for what you 
preſume to be Your Victory, He will be 
really Crown'd. The Grave, (continues 
the) is, Iconfeſs, a fad Proſpect, to them 
that look no further, and terminate _ 

ght 
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Didymus s Death; they preſently led her 


ſight there ; but not to thoſe ſufſerers for 


the Truth, who, with the Eye of Faith, 
looking beyond it, ſee all thoſe Glories 


an the other ſide of it, that expect them 


there; whereunto, as ſome kind of Death 
muſt neceſſarily be the way, ſo Martyrs 
dom af all other is the Nobleſt. Where 


fore, (conc ludes Theodora) you will very 


much miſs your aim, if you forhear bring- 
ing my conſtancy to the laſt Tryal, only 
upon hopes, that Death dreſꝰd with un- 


-uſual Horror, by being beſmear'd with 


Didymus's Blood, ſhould frighten me in- 
to Apoſtacy : For, I am much leſs terri- 


| fied by his Fate, than enconraged by his 


Example. In imitation of which, I de- 
clare to you once for all, that, as I al- 
ways valued this World too little, to: be 
much afraid to part with it for a better; 
So I mall never be brought to quit an ex- 
cellent Religion for a bad one, for fear 
of exchanging a wretched Life tor a hap-- 
PY one. 2. +24 
This poſitive and final declaration of 
Theodora, did fo enrage thoſe to whom 
ſhe made it, that, finding themfelves 
quite diſappointed of the hopes they had, 
to iterrific her by their laſt Expedient, 


away to participate of his Fate, which 
they found ber ſo reſolw'd not to decline. 
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And now the admirable Theedora, ha- 
ving receiv'd that cruel, but welcom 


Command, moſt readily diſpos'd herſelf 
to obey it: And conſidering how near 


| ſhe was to put a period to all the afflicti- 


ons of her Life, by the gloriouſeſt Acti- 
on it could be concluded with; and how- 


ſoon ſhe ſhould enjoy the happineſs of en- 
' tering Heaven, thorough the ſtreighteſt 


and nobleſt Gate at which it is acceſſible : 


 HerBeauty,that was before admirable ap- 


rd more ſo than ever, being ſtrange- 


ly encreas'd, by the effuſions of a Cœleſti- 


al Joy, that did too much abound in her 


heart, not to flaſn out manifeſtly in her 


. 


looks ; to whoſe native Charms, it ſuper- 
added fo much of Luſter and Majeſty, 


An ſhe ſeem'd (upon ſome peculiar de- 
gn) to be newly come from the Heaven 
ſhe was going to. So great a conftancy 


and chearfulneſs of mind, upon ſo ſad an 
occaſion, wanted not a reſembling Ope- 
ration, upon the generality of the won- 
deriog Aſſiſtants. For though the Report, 
that was quickly ſpread of fo uncommon 
an Action, as that of Theodora, done by 


0 extraordinary a Perſon, as Fame had 
'- repreſented her to be; had drawn a 
3 — concourſe of People, to ſee one 


That ated, as well as look'd, ſo hand- 
Foctely': Tet when they had a * 
: » . | 1 1 he 
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held her, and ſaw the cruel Inſtruments 
of what ſhe was doom'd to ſuffer ; among 
that numerous Throng of Spectators, 
there were none that were not Admirers; 
many that look'd on her with dazled, and 
few. without flowing Eyes. Every ſort 
of Spectators found ſomething in her Per- 
ſon and Condition, that made them 
mournful Ones. The Chriſtians that 
chanc'd to mingle with the reſt of the 
Crowd, Lamented, to ſee their Religion 
depriv'd of fo great an Ornament, and 
ſo ſhining an Example ; thongh their 
orief were moderated by conſidering, 
that ſhe was entering into a moſt happy 
place, to which they might hope, ere 
long, to follow her. And in the mean 
time, *twas no ſmall credit to their Re» 
ligion, that a Lady of her Beauty, had 
liv'd according to the ſtricteſt Laws of 
it; and a Perſon of her youth and ſex, 
was ambitious to dye for it. Thoſe a- 
mong the Spectators that yet retain'd Ro- 
man Spirits, and were the genuine Off- 
ipring of thoſe noble Anceſtors, that 
crupled not in Rome it ſelf, to allow pub- 
lick marks of honour to its greateſt Ene- 
mies; could not but be troubled. to ſce 
ſo rare a thing as a Female Hero, puniſh- 
ed for a Generoſity, that could not ſuffi- 
ently be Rewarded ;and brought to a 
Ss ö untimely 
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untimely, and, in popular eſtimation, 
Ignominious End, for having follow 
Dictates of Gratitude and Piety. Thoſe 
Infidels, on whoſe ſentiments Vertue had 
more influence than Superſtition, were 
very much diflatisfied with the rigour of 
their Magiſtrates; thought it a diſcredit 
to their Religion, to uſe ſuch barbarous, 
and yet ineffectual Courſes, to fright Men 
into it; and they thought it an invidi- 
ous ſervice to their Gods, to deſtroy the 
faireſt Maſterpieces they had made. But 
thoſe that ſeemed moſt to deplore the 
fair Martyrs condition, were thoſe that 
were dispos'd to have their Affections 
wrought on by their Eyes, and were 
apt to be influenc'd by Beauty. For 
"thefe much repin'd and griev'd, to ſee 
10 glorious a Sn reduc'd to ſet in her 
"Eaſt. They envy'd Didymss, for having 
To generouſly ſerv'd and ſuffer'd for fo 
rare a Perſon; who, they thought, in- 
ſtead of the har barous uſage ſhe receiv'd, 
geſcrv'd to be as happy, as her Smiles 
could make her Adorers. And they al- 
low'd themſelves to think, that nothing 
could be a Vertue, that depriv'd the 
World of ſo much Beauty. In ſhort, 
moſt of the By-ſtai ders grie vd, to be- 
hold a perſon, whoſe youth would paſs 
for ingoceucy, and whoſe charms would 


give 
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give her Captives among Savages, de; 
ſtroy'd in Greece by Romans. So tha 
bating thoſe few Barbarians, whoſe 
Superſtition and Malice brought her 


to that Condition: All the other 


Spectators of her Sufferings, were de- 
plorers of them too: And many to 


that degree, that to judge by Their 


looks, and thoſe of our fair Martyr, 
one would have believ'd that the AC 
ſiſtants were to be ſniicrers in the ap- 
proaching Tragedy, and She but the 
Spectator of it, 5 
And now the Matchleſs Theodore 
came to the place, whence her aſpi- 
ring Soul was to take its flight to 
Heaven. In order to which, the firſt 
look'd about her with a kind of pi- 
ty, on thoſe that either never, or later 
than ſhe, were to be admitted into the 
felicity ſhe was preſently to poſſeſs : 
And afterwards ſhe paus'd a while, to 
recover from ſome diſorder that ſhe 
was put into; not ſo much to fee 
her ſelf environ'd with Guards, or ſur- 
rounded with Gazers: and then, though 
her Baſhfulneſs made it more uneaſie to 
her to ſpeak to the Aſſiſtants, becauſe 
her ſpe cch muſt he a publick one, than 
becauſe it muſt be her laſt ; yet with a 
Voice and Geſtures, wherein the Mo- 
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deſty of a Virgin, and the Conrage 
of a Martyr, were happily temper'd, ſhe 
addreſs'd her ſelf to thoſe that were 
about her, in ſuch as the following 
_- Since Cuſtom has made it a kind of 
Duty, that thoſe that come to this 
place, ſhould fay. ſomething to the 
Spectators ; and make a publick Con- 
feſſion of their Guilt, or proteſtation of 
their Innocence; I ſhall in part do both 
the one and the other. For I will not 
deny, that I am, what the Laws have 
condemn'd me for being. Yes; I own 
my ſelf a Chriſtian, and in ſpight of 
all my paſt and approaching ſufferings, 
1 declare, that I think it an honour 
and a happineſs to be ſo. But on the 


3 w - other ſide, I can moſt truly proteſt, 
that I have tranſgreſs'd no other Ro- 


man Laws, than thoſe that are repug- 
nant to thoſe of God and Reaſon. And 
ſince we Chriſtians are taught by our 
great Maſters Example, as well as Pre- 
cepts, not only to forgive, but to love 
our Enemies, and pray for our Perſe- 
tors; I think my ſelf oblig'd, and by 

his aſſiſtance find my ſelf enabled, not 
only to forgive, as I heartily do, the 
-Procurers of my Death, but ardently to 
implore for them, the Bleſſing, and the 
<2 - | unmoleſted 
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vamoleſtcd Exerciſe of à Religion, 
that they ſee I value more than I do - 
my Life. And I hope, thoſe in Au- 
thority will, by the frequent Executions 
that daily ſucceed one another in this 
place, be at length convinc'd, how in- 
effectual as well as inhumane, a way 
they take, to extirpate Chriſtianity- 
Which being an Heavenly Light, can 
be as little ruin'd by the Violence 
employed againſt it on Earth, as Tem- 
peſts can Extinguiſh the San. And be- 
cauſe tis likely that Charity or Curioſity 
has, among other Spectators, brought 
hither ſome Chriſtians, I fhall now ad- 
dreſs my ſelf to Them; yet not to de- 
fire their Pity, but their Prayers, That 


I may be enabled to overcome the laſt 
Enemy, Death, aud finiſh my Courſe, in 
ſuch a way, as may neither blemiſh my q 


ſ Life, nor the glorious Cauſe I glad- 
ly looſe it for. But the chief part of 
my Requelt regards your ſelves, not 
me. For l muſt beg you to remember, 
that, beſides an All ſeeing Eye, there 
are many other Eyes upon you, that 

y into your Actions with ſtrong de- 

es to find them Criminal: And that 
though the truth, nor the ſubſiſtance 
of Chriſtianity does not, yet the Credit 
of it does much, depend upon the Na- 
3 ture 
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ture of your Actions. For, as all your | 
perſonal faults will be imputed to your | 
Religion, fo your ſhining Vertnes, will | 
probably bring many Inkdels firſt to g 
admire, and then to embrace Chriſtia- 
nity; juſtly concluding, that That Re- 
ligion muſt be excellent, that makes its z 
rofeflors ſo ; and enables, as well as en- 
joyns them, to live blameleſs in the 1 
World, and go joyfully out of it. If | 
you lead ſuch lives, you will not be much SB 
afraid of Martyrdom ; which will but | 
ſend you ſooner to receive thoſe ineſti- | 
mable rewards of them, that Gods good- [ 
neſs hath promis'd and provided. I | 
wiſh you may never have cauſe, nor up- 
on occaſion want Courage, to enter in- | 
to Life at that ſtreight Gate, that I am » 
"now going to paſs through. But if 
you be call'd to that way of glorifying 
God, let neither the ignominy, nor the. _ }. 
ainfulneſs of it, deter you. *Tis not 
ſhameful, but glorious, to ſuffer for God, 15 
for Truth, and for a Crown; aud my 
Example may encourage the weakelt of 
you to expect, that Gods ſtrength will be . 
made manifeſt in your Inſirmity; and that a 
there's no Temptation but may be re- 
ſiſted and vanquiſhed, by the weakeſt 
hand, that is ſupported and ſtrengthen'd 
by an Almighty Arm. Afid though the 
Wes 47} diltance 
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diſtance between Heaven and Earth; our 
Mortal and our Immortal ſtate, be very 
yreat ; yet the paſſage between them 
may he very ſhort : and a fe moments 
may bring us to exchange our Agonys 
for Extaſies, and paſs from the Lamen- 
tations of our Friends, and the re- 
proaches of our Perſecutors, to the 
Congratulations of Angels, and the 
folemn- Welcoms of Him, whom even 
thoſe Heavenly Spirits adore. Jae 

As ſoon as ſhe had ended this Diſcourſe, 
though her Soul abandoning ſuch a 
Body as hers, could ſearce any where 
but in Heaven, find an advantage by a 


change of Manſion; yet it cheerfully 


diſpos'd it ſelf to a Separation, that 
would give it a cloſer and more imme- 
mediate Union with the Divine Object 
of its Cceleſtial love. And after ſhe 
had decently and calmly, made all the 
preparation that on her part was requt- 
ſite for what ſhe was to ſuffer, ſhe thought 
fit to make her Lifes laſt actions, as 
moſt of the reſt had been, Acts of Pie- 
ty, and Charity. And therefore elevating. 
her Eyes and Hands towardsHeaven,where' 


her Heart, as well as Her Treaſure, had 


been plac'd long before; ſhe firſt paid 
her God moſt humble thanks, for the 


Grace and Opportunity he had vouch- 
> Sl ſav's 
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lav'd her; not only to believe in his Di- 
vine Son, but te ſuffer for him; and then 
made a ſhort, but very fervent Pray- 
ety for the Church, - for her Enemies ; 
and fot her ſelf. Which done with a 
Countehance wherein ſerenity was ming- 
led with joy, ſhe gave a ſign to the Ex- 
_ exutioner to do his Office; who there- 
upon. did all that was neceſſary to 
compleat her Martyrdom. And the glad 
Soul was by the Angels (whom ſhe 
had aſpir'd to reſemble in Purity ant 
Devotion ) carry'd to that happy place, 
whoſe Glorys are nei- 
| 1 cr. 11. 9. ther to be Conceiv'd, by 
1 tthoſe that have not ſeen. 
= . them, nor r Deſcrib'd by t hoſe that have; 
12 ſuch ſupernatural Feli- 
4 Cor. 12. 4. cities, as much Tranf 
cending man's Idea and 


4 | his Expreſſion as Mey ſurpaſs his Me- 
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CHAP.. 1. 


dymus hearing of Theodora ?- 
LI Captivity and Danger, audreſ- 
ſes himſelf in order to her Reæſcue, 
to Roman Officer, whoſe Soldiers* 
were appointed for her Guard; an 
by 74 Favour and their Afiſtanse,. - 
Ae 
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The Contents. 


Hie is admitted into her Chamber, 
under the Notion of one that came 
to Raviſh Her. 


* 


| | : : F 
' " CHAP.I- 


There he preſſes her to make an Eſcape 
in his Clothes: She for a good while. 
ſeruples to make uſe of this Expedi- 
en; and inſtead of it, propoſes that 
] he would Kill her: (ſhe thinking it 
Bm Lawful, as many then did, to dlie 
of hg hand, and. not by her. 


* 
* 
= 


F Afr this obliging conteſt, ſhe yields 
* to change Habits with him, and 
- ..» r1cthes:Diſgnts d makes an Eſcape, and 
s retceiud into Irenes Houſe, with 
RS gteat wonder and joy. 
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3 CH AP. IV. 


Irene takes this. occafio fon, to repreſent | 
to her the extraordinary merits of 

her Deliverer aud Lover But Theo- 

dora, after very kind acknowledg-+ 
ments of them, declares. the Reſo--- 
lution ſhe had made againſt Marri- 
225 and the Reaſons that bad in. 

uc d her to make 2. 


* HA P. V. 
end. 


Theodora hearing what had Js 

to Didymus after her Eſcape, re- 
ſolves, though earneſtly diſuaded by 
Irene, to attempt his Reſcue. 


CHAP. VI. 


2 * 
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= 8 entleman brings 4 Account, how 
uy mus was apprehended, ind car- 

ried before the Judge: How he 
ownd-and defended what he had 
done, and his Religion : And how 
He was Condemn'd in ſpight of this 


Defence. 


9 G Fo 
2 


- & Wo 
| * 0 N $2 YT my Py, * : r 

| 8 "Cc TEA If : 

; NE Contents. 


=— oo 


6. $3 
CHAP. vm 
Whi Did ymus 7s leading away to the 


| 00 ce af. Execution, Theodora pre- 
. Ents. herſelf befor E the Tudg, and 
+ wegs to bave him Releas'd: Offering 
_ undergo the Death, that he was 
r Condemned 20, o ber Account. 


_ She peaks to Didymus, ro per- 

ſuade him to acquieſce in that 
Propoſal :; Whereupon grows a long 
Conteſt between them before the 


N Judge. | 
+. . CHAP, VIII. 
- SI093-. 22 LI} | : p 


TY) | 

He Condemns them both to die for 
being Chriftiavus. Divers Diſcour- 

ſes paſs between them, as they | 

ge towards the place of Execu- | 
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CHAP: IX. 


4 Roman Officer. ſtrives to perſwade 
Didymus to change his Religion, by 
ſoveral Arguments: To all which 
he groes him ſach reſolute Auſwers,. 


That, 
CHAP; X. 


The Roman deſpairing to gain him, en- 
deavours to engage him to per- 
ſwade Theodora to ſave her Life; 
which Didymus refuſes to do, for- 
Reaſons which inclades an Encomium 
of Her Vertzes. 


CHAP. M. 


None of their Attempts ſucceeding, 
both the Martyrs are commanded to 
be put to Death, the farewel 
| Speeches that paſt betwixt them. 
| Their final Jeparation ;. immedi- 


ately. | 


neee being 
un the like tragical Fate, after ' 
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ately after which Did mus is 11 ö 
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in vain , holicited to 


a reſolute Anſwer to her Perſecators, 


* ne 


and a ſhort Speech to the By-flanders, 
accompany d wih a Prayer for 
them ; Receives the Crowe be Mar- 
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